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The Season of Creation 
September 1 - October 4, 2020 

Words of Introduction: 

Leader: 
During the Season of Creation, held between The World Day of 
Prayer (September 1st) and the Feast of St. Francis (October 4th) the 
world’s 2.2 billion Christians will come together to pray and act for 
our common home. The global Christian  family will find time to 
pause and to pray. We will give gratitude to our Creator  and ask for 
guidance as we work to  change our ways so that with our brothers 
and sisters, we will find the courage to live more in communion 
with creation.  

Each year the ecumenical steering committee for the Season of Creation suggests a theme to 
unify the Christian communities in their celebration of the Season of Creation. For the 2020 the 
suggested theme is “Jubilee for the Earth: New Rhythms, New Hope.”  

Let us light our candle as a reminder of the presence of Christ the Light among us. We begin by 
singing St. Francis Canticle of the Creatures which so inspired the ecological vision of Pope 
Francis.  

Opening Hymn:  “Canticle of the Sun” - CBW III, #542

Leader: We mark ourselves + with the sign of our faith in a Triune God. We gather today in 
thanksgiving for the glorious gifts of creation, and we ask for the Lord’s help to care for our 
world. We say together: 

 All: God of all creation, your spirit dances throughout the earth. You give drink to the trees, 
 shade for the birds and bread for the hungry. You bring life and make all things holy. Flood 
 our hearts with your grace, so we may sow seeds of love, justice and beauty, and reflect   
 your kingdom here on earth. We ask this through your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 Aaron Burden – unsplash.com 
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Reflection on the Gift of the Four Elements 

Leader: As far back as the time of the ancient Greeks there existed a belief that there were 
   four elements of nature: Earth, air, fire and water. Let us focus our reflection on each 
  of these elements considered essential to life.  

Earth 

Reader #1:  
The entire material universe speaks of God’s love, God’s boundless 
affection or us. Soil, water, mountains: everything is, as it were a 
caress of God. The history of our friendship with God is always linked 
to particular places which take on an intensely personal meaning: we 
all remember places and revisiting those memories do us so much 
good … going back to these place places is a chance to recover 
something of our true selves. (Laudato Si’, 84) 

Leader: In silence, press your feet down below you.  Become aware of the earth beneath your 
feet. Feel yourself grounded in her energies.   

A Moment of Silence 

Leader: Let us remember. 
All:  We are woven in creation. 

Air 

Reader #2:   

We celebrate Earth, our living, breathing, love-infused home 
Our people loved to worship. 

Gabriel Jimenez-Unsplash.com 
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From birth to death they revered their surrounds. 
They considered themselves born in the luxurious lap 
of Mother Earth and no place to them was humble.  
There was nothing between them and the Big Holy.  
The contact was immediate and personal, 
and the blessings flowed over them like rain,   
showered from the sky. 
The words of Chief Luther Standing Bear - Oglala Sioux 

Leader: Let us become conscious of our breathing. Let us be grateful for the gift of air and 
resolve to use our voice to  advocate for clean air and the protection of Earth’s atmosphere. 

A Moment of Silence 

Leader: Let us remember. 
All: We are woven in creation. 

Fire

Reader #3:
 Climate change is a global problem with grave implications: 
 environmental, economic, social, and political and for the    
 distribution of goods. It represents the principal challenge 
facing  humanity in our day. Its worst impact to be felt by 
developing countries in coming decades… Our lack of response 
to these tragedies involving our sisters and brothers points to a 
loss of that  sense of responsibility for our fellow women and 
men upon which all civil society is founded. (Laudato Si’, 25).    

Leader: Open and close your hands, aware of your ability to do so is fueled by the sun’s energy 
that is capture in the plant life we eat. Rejoice in the energy of the sun and resolve to use your 
energy to face climate change. Encourage others to do the same. One of the principal changes 
facing humanity in our day.  

Gabriel Jimenez- Unsplash.com 

Joshua Reddekopp-Unsplash.com 
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A Moment of Silence 

Leader: Let us remember. 
All: We are woven in creation. 

Water 

Reader #4: 
Access to safe drinkable water is a basic human right, since it is 
essential to  human survival and, as such, is a condition for the 
exercise of other rights.  
Our  world has a grave social debt towards the poor who lack 
access to drinking  
water, because they are denied the right to a life consistent 
with their inalienable dignity. (Laudato Si’, 30).   

Leader: Breathe again deeply, taking in molecules of water that have passed through the bodies 
of all breathing creatures. Be grateful for the gift of water and resolve to use it with reverence 
and justice. 

A Moment of Silence 

Leader: Let us remember. 
All: We are woven in creation. 

Leader:  How might this year’s suggested theme: “Jubilee for the Earth: New Rhythms, New 
Hope.” hold meaning in this time of COVID-19? 

Yingchih - Unsplash .com 
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Faith Sharing: 

Let’s take three minutes to reflect and then I invite you to 
share your thoughts on the question with a person or 
two. 

Leader: Please turn to the person(s) beside you and share 
what surfaced for you as you  reflected on the above 
question. 

Litany of Creation: 

Leader: Loving God, we give you thanks and praise, for you embrace 
with tenderness all  

   that exists. Let us pray: 

Litany Reader #1: Gracious God, source of light and life, 
    All: let all the earth praise you. 

Litany Reader #2: God of Goodness, infinite bond of love, 
 All: let all the earth praise you. 

Litany Reader #1: Triune God, creator of resplendent beauty, 
   All: let all the earth praise you.

 Litany Reader #2:  God of our own hearts, you draw all creatures to yourself, 
All: give us the grace to care for your gifts. 

Litany Reader #1. O Sacred One, you open our eyes to the dignity of all life, 
 All: give us the grace to care for your gifts. 

Litany Reader #2: Wisdom of God, inspire us to do what is good, 
  All: give us the grace to care for your gifts. 

Sister Magdalena Vogt 

        Anita Shepperd
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Closing Prayer ~ All: 

From the place the morning sun rises,  
From the place the evening sun sets, 
From the place that brings the cool winds, 
From the place that offers us warm rains. 
We gather as a community of faith, 
We gather as lovers of creation. 

Final Blessing: 

Leader: Through the blessing (make the sign of the cross) of the 
Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit, may you walk in joy as love calls us on. 

Closing Hymn: “Let All Creation Bless the Lord”, CBW III, #556 or “God created Earth and Heaven” 
CBW III, # 512 or “How Great Thou Art” CBW III #554 or a hymn of your choice. 

Acknowledgements: 
Words of Introduction - from Season of creation website https://seasonofcreation.org/ 
(abridged) 

Prayer Service in the Spirit of Laudato Si’- Reflecting on Earth, Fire, Water 
https://www.sndden.org/assets/Uploads/Prayer-Service-in-the-Spirit-of-Laudato-Si-Care-
of-Creation.pdff and Air The words of Chief Luther Standing Bear - Oglala Sioux 
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