
Homily - Sisters Special Mass - Sept. 12, 2021 

Welcome: 


 I would like to begin this special Mass of thanksgiving and 
recognition of the work of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Sault Ste 
Marie, by welcoming you to St. Andrew’s church - one of the 
oldest churches in our diocese, and the first church that the 
Sisters were connected to, when they first arrived at Port Arthur’s 
Landing.


I welcome all the Sisters who are here today and who have 
made this trip from Sault Ste Marie, and Sudbury.  I welcome our 
community leaders, our mayor, our members of provincial and 
federal government - and many from St. Joseph’s Care group 
and St. Joseph’s Foundation.  We welcome also the special 
friends of the Sisters, and my brother priests who are 
concelebrating at this Mass  …  We thank Fr. Antoni Fujarczuk, 
pastor of St. Andrew’s for welcoming us.


This Mass - in honour of St. Joseph the Worker - is our greatest 
prayer - giving praise and thanks to God for the 
accomplishments and the continued work of the Sisters and 
those who followed after them.


As we pray this Mass together - let us also remember in a 
grateful way, those Sisters who have died - and who were great 
innovators in education and health care in our city and in our 
region. Whose memory is a part of this legacy.


May this Mass truly be for all - a moment of prayer, praise and 
thanksgiving to God and may it bring us joy and peace.
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Homily:


My dear friends,

As I mentioned at the beginning of this celebration, we are 
celebrating the Mass of St. Joseph the Worker,  -  St. Joseph 
who is the patron of the Sisters of St. Joseph and the protector 
of our nation, Canada.


The readings speak of creation - the work of God in the world, in 
our first reading from Genesis - and St. Paul reminds us - as he 
did the Colossians in our second reading - that whatever we do, 
whatever work we perform, or task that we achieve, we must 
do everything with love and peace within us.  The peace of 
Christ that rests in our hearts.


And above all - St. Paul reminds us that we must be “Thankful” 
in our spirit - and show gratitude to God and to one another, for 
the good works that are accomplished among us.


These reading I feel, are most appropriate for this Mass as they 
reflect in a very real way, - the work of the Sisters of St. Joseph 
over these past 140 years.  From education to health care, to 
parish ministry, and special counselling and spiritual support - 
the Sisters of St. Joseph have followed the example of their 
patron - who worked silently and tirelessly to protect and 
safeguard the Holy Family.  Using this example the Sisters have 
worked earnestly and tirelessly to build a system of education 
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and health care in the city of Thunder Bay and beyond its 
regions.  This legacy of work and unselfish love is what many 
enjoy today and are served by today - in our region.


I do not have to say how much has been accomplished in this 
homily, much is recorded in the Diocesan Newsletter available 
for you at the back of this church.


As the bishop of the diocese, and I hope I can speak for all who 
are present here, and for the many who could not be present due 
to the pandemic - that our hearts are grateful for all this work - 
and we are grateful to you - the Sisters of St. Joseph of Sault 
Ste Marie - for having given us the foundations upon which we 
continue to build our community today.


Sometimes the importance of this work is forgotten or even 
questioned in our society.  We see in the Gospel how even the 
good works of Jesus himself, were questioned and challenged 
by people of his time.  We know that this did not deter the Lord 
from continuing His work, spreading His message of love and 
compassion wherever He went.


In a similar fashion - the Sisters have done the same.  At the 
annual general meeting of St. Joseph’ Care Group here in 
Thunder Bay,  I have been privileged to begin this meeting each 
year with an opening prayer.  And in that prayer I note the 
courage, humility and the foresight that the Sisters had when 
they began their health care organization.  I can repeat that today 
- in this Mass of thanksgiving …..  The sisters were not afraid to 
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take risks - to engage others in their work - to give an example 
of compassion and care for everyone in every situation - and to 
make the Gospel of Jesus  - something real and active in the 
lives of people. They did this in a true spirit of concern for 
everyone, young and old alike.


One might ask:  “What prompts people to work this way? What 
charism do they possess to show such generosity, and 
compassion? What gives them the insight to seek to respond in 
new ways to discover unmet needs, and to tackle these 
challenges with enthusiasm, even when at times, they looked 
impossible to achieve? What was the driving force in these 
women and those who assisted them, to do so much for so 
many?  I would like to respond by saying that it was their Love 
and faith in the Lord Jesus, and His inspiring example - and 
the force of His Holy Spirit that allowed the Sisters to 
accomplish so much for so many.


Some may say, well that sounds somewhat “churchy” to claim it 
in such a way - however, that is really the challenge of the 
Gospel of Jesus - it is His challenge to each of US - to work 
with and for one another as ONE family…. And I believe we are 
ONE family…. the Sisters of St. Joseph have shown us this in 
their work from the beginning - and they ask us now to show a 
similar spirit in our work today.  
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You have left us this legacy and challenge, as we follow in your 
footsteps and in your Spirit….. It has touched our city, our region 
and in a special way our faith community.   

May the Lord who began this good work in you … continue to 
give success to your hands…. and may your Spirit of Love, 
which is the Spirit of Jesus - continue to inspire us in our work 
of care, compassion and commitment to those whom we serve.  


As we heard in the first reading from the book of Genesis:  God 
sees all that has been done, and continues to be done through 
you, and God in His wisdom and grace, see that  “indeed it was 
and is very good”.  Thank You.   God’s continued blessings to 
your community.
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