
This week we are invited to pray for the 36 Sisters of St. Joseph ministering in Belgium and for the 

people of that country.  The Sisters serving in Belgium are from three CSJ Congregations: 

Institut de Souers de Saint Joseph, Chambéry, and Lyon. Their works include education, pastoral 

care and various social activities. 

The Lyon mission in Belgium has an interesting history: The Congregation of the Sisters of St. 

Joseph of Bourg grew out of the Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Lyon which had been 

disbanded during the French Revolution. In 1819 a daughter house was established in Bourg, which 

became an independent congregation in 1823. By 1962, the Bourg Congregation had six provinces, 

three in Europe: Bourg, Switzerland and Belgium, and three in the United States.  In 1996 the Bourg 

congregation re-joined the founding congregation of Lyon, as part of the latter's European Province.  

Country Background:  Belgium is bordered by 
the Netherlands to the north, Germany to the east, 
Luxemburg to the southeast, France to the southwest, and 
the North Sea to the northwest. It covers an area of 30,528 
square kilometres and has a population of more than 11.5 
million. The capital and largest city is Brussels. Other major 
cities are Antwerp, Ghent, Charleroi and Liège. The county 
has two main linguistic groups: the Dutch-speaking, 
mostly Flemish community (approximately 59 percent of 
the population), and the French-speaking Community 
(about 40 percent).  Belgium is divided into three highly 
autonomous regions: Flanders in the north, Wallonia in the 
south, and the Brussels-Capital Region. It is one of the six 
founding countries of the European Union and hosts the 

official seats of the European Commission, the Council of the European Union, and the European 
Council, as well as a seat of the European Parliament in the country's capital, Brussels. Brussels 
hosts several of the EU's official seats as well as the headquarters of many major international 
organizations such as NATO.  

Belgium is a developed country, with an advanced high-income economy. It has a high standard 
of living, quality of life, healthcare, education, and is categorized as "very high" in the Human 
Development Index. It also ranks as one of the safest or most peaceful countries in the world.  

 

 

United in prayer, the Global Joseph Family, 7850 Sisters, 5700 Associates, 34 Agrégées in 44 

countries, listening to the heart of the world. 
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