
Today, on this forty-fourth and last week (November 7) of our 2022 

Global Coordinating Group calendar, we are invited to listen to the heart 

of the world and hold in our prayers the 56 Sisters and 10 Associates 

serving in Wales, as well as the people of that Celtic nation.  

 

 

The Sisters belong to the international Annecy Congregation which 

began its mission to Wales in the summer of 1864 - when two Sisters left 

India to open a community in the small 

town of Devizes in Wiltshire, England.  

Houses later expanded throughout 

England, Ireland and Wales which would 

form the English Province.  In 1946, the 

Sisters purchased Llantarnam Abbey -- a 

former Cistercian monastery located in 

southeast Wales that was originally built 

in the 16th century and rebuilt between 1834-6 – which they recently 

sold.  The Sisters from the Abbey have since moved to Newport City 

(about 30 minutes drive from the Abbey), along with Sisters from the 

Mottingham mission in southeast London who moved in June2021 

during the height of the pandemic. In Wales, the Sisters minister in parish 

work, diocesan administration, healthcare, hospice, chaplaincy, schools, 

universities, prisons and hospitals.  For example, this February 2021 

article tells of the Sisters at Llantarnam Abbey gathering to celebrate the 

foundation of St. Joseph’s Hospital 75 years ago;  this article recounts the 

work of the Sisters during the lockdown, delivering food parcels to local 

families; and this July2022 Congregational article (see image) shares a 

local celebration in appreciation for the Mottingham community. 

 

 

https://sistersofstjoseph.org.uk/celebration-of-75th-anniversary-of-foundation-of-st-joseph-hospital-malpas/
https://sistersofstjoseph.org.uk/celebration-of-75th-anniversary-of-foundation-of-st-joseph-hospital-malpas/
http://srsofstjosephofannecy.org/index.php/en/england/179-from-blessed-sacrament-and-st-john-lloyd-parishes-in-cardiff
http://srsofstjosephofannecy.org/index.php/en/england/271-celebration-of-ministry


Country Background: Wales formally joined 

the Kingdom of England in 1536 through the 

Act of Union, and in 1997 was granted some 

autonomy through the creation of the Welsh 

Assembly which assumed decision-making 

authority for most local matters. With a 

population of approximately 3.2million (2022), 

Wales is officially bilingual (Welsh and English), 

and primarily urban with approximately two thirds of the population 

living in the South Wales industrial zone. Wales has higher a proportion 

of employment in agriculture and forestry, manufacturing, and 

government than other parts of the United Kingdom and its gross 

domestic product (GDP) per capita and employment rates are far below 

the UK average.  In fact, in a 2021 poll by a leading Welsh newspaper, 

readers identified several issues facing the country, including: access to 

health care, poor public transport, lack of affordable housing, 

homelessness, funding cuts from the UK government as a result of Brexit, 

and poor rural internet service. (Sources: British Broadcast 

Corporation/BBC, South Wales Argus newspaper, Wales-on-line news, 

Wikipedia) 

 

United in prayer, the Global Joseph Family, 7850 Sisters, 5700 

Associates, 34 Agrégées in 44 countries, listening to the heart of the 

world. 

 

 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/gross-domestic-product
https://www.britannica.com/topic/gross-domestic-product
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/biggest-issue-wales-facing-now-21888935

