
Today, for this fourteenth week (April 11) of our 2022 Global Coordinating Group calendar, 

we are invited to listen to the heart of the world and pray for the 25 Sisters of St. Joseph and 

20 Associates serving in Denmark as well as for the people of that nation.  

The Sisters belong to the Chambéry Congregation which began its mission in Denmark in 

1856 as the “first Catholic religious to go to Scandinavia after the reformation.”  As further 

noted in this academic journal, the “Scandinavian work of the St. Joseph Sisters was 

concentrated in two areas: education and healthcare. For the first twenty years, they focused 

primarily on teaching; later, they devoted considerable resources to 

develop their health care work. Beginning with Copenhagen, the 

Sisters started primary schools connected to the Catholic parishes. 

Some of these schools developed into so-called French schools, a 

kind of secondary school for girls, specialising in languages, 

particularly French, and the humanities.” (see photo top left of St. 

Joseph hospital in Aarhus, Denmark - source Wikiwand).  

Although the original community is ageing, there has been a renewal with a number of women 

from Vietnam seeking formation. The community has been engaged in education, pastoral 

work, retreat work, and hospitality to university students.  This historical overview by the 

Sisters, called  Chronicles of the Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Chambery: The 

Danish Mission and Province, 1856-1885 can be ordered here 

and this newsletter article (see page 10) describes the 25th 

anniversary of the Sisters’ Stella Matutina (the morning star) 

retreat centre on the Baltic Sea. 

A very sad event took place in Denmark on March 21, 1945, 

when 89 children and 18 adults (including 10 CSJ Sisters) 

were killed by the accidental bombing of the Sisters’ school in 

Copenhagen.  This CSJ article recounts what occurred that 

day as does a recently released movie called The 

Bombardment. 

Country Background: The unified kingdom of Denmark 

emerged in the 10th century as a proficient seafaring nation 

in the struggle for control of the Baltic Sea. Under the Kalmar Union (1397), Denmark, 

Sweden and Norway ruled together until Sweden left the union in 1523, after which Denmark 

and Norway remained under the same monarch until 1814. The Constitution of Denmark 

was signed in 1849.  Politically, Denmark is a parliamentary representative democracy, a 

constitutional monarchy and a decentralised unitary state in which the monarch of 

Denmark, Queen Margrethe II, is the head of state. The government 

and national parliament are seated in Copenhagen -- the nation's 

capital, largest city and main commercial center. Geographically, the 

Kingdom of Denmark also comprises two autonomous constituent 

countries in the North Atlantic Ocean: the Faroe Islands (with 

home-rule established in 1948) and Greenland (with home -rule 

established in 1979 and further autonomy gained in 2009). 

Denmark proper consists of a peninsula, Jutland, and 

an archipelago of 443 named islands - with the largest 

being Zealand, Funen and the North Jutlandic Island. The islands 
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are characterized by flat, arable land and sandy coasts, low elevation and 

a temperate climate. With a national population of 5.8 million (2022), Denmark is considered 

to be one of the most economically and socially developed countries in the world. Danes enjoy 

a high standard of living and the country ranks high in various metrics of national 

performance - including education, health care, protection of civil liberties, democratic 

governance, prosperity and human development. Denmark is considered to have the world's 

highest social mobility, a high level of income equality, the lowest perceived level of corruption 

in the world, the fifth-most developed in the world with one of the world's highest per capita 

incomes, and one of the globe’s highest personal income tax rates.  Denmark became a 

member of the European Economic Community (now the EU) in 1973, but retains its own 

currency (the krone). It is among the founding members of NATO, the Nordic Council, the 

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development/OECD, the Organization for 

Security and Co-operation in Europe/OSCE, and the United Nations.  (source: Wikipedia) 

 

United in prayer, the Global Joseph Family, 7850 Sisters, 5700 Associates, 34 Agrégées in 44 

countries, listening to the heart of the world. 
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