
Today, for this fifteenth week (April 18) of our 2022 Global Coordinating Group 
calendar on this Easter Monday, we are invited to listen to the heart of the world 

and pray for the 14 Sisters of St. Joseph serving in Egypt and for the people of 
that nation.  

The Sisters belong to the Lyon Congregation and have ministered in Egypt since 

the early part of the 20th century. As described on the Congregation’s website,  
‘the Sisters first responded to a request by the 
Jesuits to provide education of young girls in Upper 

Egypt. In 1907, the Sisters make successive 
attempts in Guiga, Abou-Tig, Mallawi, however the 

climate and living conditions resulted in the death 
of a 26-year old Sister. In 1911, the Sisters settled 
in Minya, 248 km to the south of Cairo, where they 

taught in schools and operated an adjoining 
dispensary.   They also served in the villages of the 

region, caring for the sick and giving special 
attention to women. Between 1913 and 
1923, a second community assumed the 

responsibility of the Jesuit College in Cairo, 
and in 1978 the Congregation opened a 
novitiate.  By 2010, 16 Egyptian Sisters were 

working in various ministries encompassing 
education, social welfare, and health.  As 

shared on the Lyon Congregation website, 
there are now a group of Egyptian Sisters 
“working in the immense field of the Lord 

with multiple activities:  education, catechesis, theological formation, 
accompaniment of the sick and the elderly, formation of young people, parish 
pastoral care, interreligious dialogue, accompaniment of retreats… in 

collaboration with the various parishes and other institutions such as Caritas, 
the Institute of Theology, the Upper Egypt Association for Education and 

Development, and the Secretariat of the Christian 
Schools…”. (Note: the photo collage and map of CSJ Egypt 

mission locations were both sourced from the Lyon 

Congregation website) 

Country Background:  Egypt is both a transcontinental 
and Mediterranean country. It spans the northeast 

corner of Africa and southwest corner of Asia by a land 
bridge formed by the Sinai Peninsula as well as borders 
the Mediterranean Sea and Gaza Strip to the north and 

northeast.  Egypt can trace its heritage along the Nile 
Delta back to the 6th–4th millennia BCE and emerged as one of the world’s first 

nation states in the 10th millennium. Considered a cradle of civilization, ancient 
Egypt provided some of the earliest developments of writing, agriculture, 
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urbanization, organized religion, and central government. In 1922 Egypt gained 
nominal independence from the British Empire while the British military 

occupation continued until the 1952 revolution, when Egypt declared itself a 
republic.  In 1958 the country merged with Syria to form the United Arab 

Republic, which dissolved in 1961. Throughout the second half of the 20th 
century, Egypt endured social and religious strife and political instability, 
fighting several armed conflicts with Israel in 1948, 1956, 1967, and 1973. In 

1980, the Camp David Accords were signed resulting in the withdraw of Egypt 
from the Gaza Strip. Today, Egypt continues to face challenges from terrorism, 
political unrest, and economic underdevelopment. And yet, while the majority of 

the population of 102.7 million (2021) live in an area of approximately 40,000 
square kms along the banks of the Nile River (which is the only area in the 

country with arable land), Egypt’s economy is one of the largest and most 
diversified in the Middle East and is a founding member of the United Nations, 
Non-Aligned Movement, Arab League, African Union and the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation. 

 

United in prayer, the Global Joseph Family, 7850 Sisters, 5700 Associates, 34 
Agrégées in 44 countries, listening to the heart of the world. 

 

 


