
Dear Sisters and Associates -- Today, on this twenty-first week (May 30) of our 2022 Global 

Coordinating Group calendar, we are invited to listen to the heart of the world and pray for the 

3 Sister serving in Honduras and for the people of that nation.  

 

The Sisters belong to the Lyon Congregation and began their ministry in Honduras in 1996 in the 

community of Manto. Soon afterwards, they added their presence among those living in poverty 

in a “climate of violence and insecurity” in the outskirts of San Pedro Sula. In 1998, in response 

to the challenges of CLAR (Conference of Latin American Religious) and the refoundation in the 

Province, the community expanded its horizons to minister to migrants and street children. In 

2010, they again expanded their presence to young students and families living in poverty in El 

Progreso. And, by 2012, the Sisters were also present in two colleges and involved in healthcare 

and alternative medicine in the mission Ad Gentes. As described on the Congregation’s website, 

“faced with the reality of the senior sisters and looking for ways to situate ourselves in spite of 

our age, we sought for responses in the Little Design. In 2017, we opened the Temascalapa 

community with the mission of being a simple presence and a 

listening space among people. The reflection and the journey we are 

making with a group of lay people, whom we have named the Saint 

Joseph Family, has led us to recognize the call to live our charism 

more broadly and has led us to broaden our sense of belonging 

through different ways of living the charism: as partners, 

collaborators or simply as people who want to live it without a 

concrete commitment.” (Photo left: some of the members of the St. 

Joseph Family, the community of Sisters and the Provincial Council) 

 

 In addition to the Lyon Congregation, today we also honour Sisters from the Toronto and Sault 

Ste. Marie Congregations who served in Honduras:  Sr. Mildred Ratchford (SSM) served from 

1983 – 1985, and Sr. Patricia Dowling (Toronto) served from 1983 – 2015 in a L’Arche Community.   
 

Country Background: Prior to the 16th century Spanish, the 

region was home to several important Mesoamerican 

cultures - most notably the Maya. In 1821, Honduras 

became an independent republic - although it has often 

endured social strife and political instability. With a 

population of 10.1 million (2021), Honduras is considered 

one of the poorest countries in Latin America: with 48.3 

percent of its population living in poverty and one out of every five Hondurans living in extreme 

poverty or on less than $1.90/day (World Bank 2018).  Despite its rich natural resources -- 

including minerals, coffee, tropical fruit and sugar cane as well as growing international textile 

industry -- Honduras remains a primarily agricultural economy; thus making it especially 

vulnerable to natural/weather disasters such as hurricanes. In addition to several severe and 

devastating weather events, the last decade has also witnessed a notable increase in gang 

https://www.stjosephlyon.org/where-we-are/mexico-honduras-el-paso/?lang=en


violence, the illicit drug trade, and overall insecurity in the country.  As a result, and as outlined 

in this International Crisis Group report, “chronic socio-economic ills, coupled with poor 

governance and rampant corruption, are the main drivers of northward migration, which has its 

own perils for those who venture the journey…”.  These Global Sisters reports offer testimony to 

the harrowing journey of Hondurans as they flee their country in caravans towards the 

US/Mexico border.  Adding to Honduras’ challenges, the country – which long has been a 

transport route for the illicit cocaine drug trade  -- is now also growing coca leaves and producing 

cocaine as this Guardian article explains.  All totalled, Honduras faces numerous and growing 

challenges. 

 

United in prayer, the Global Joseph Family, 7850 Sisters, 5700 Associates, 34 Agrégées in 44 

countries, listening to the heart of the world. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.crisisgroup.org/latin-america-caribbean/central-america/honduras
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/search/site/honduras
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/24/honduras-cocaine-production-narcotics-central-america

