
Today, on this twenty-second week (June 6) of our 2022 Global Coordinating Group 

calendar, we are invited to listen to the heart of the world and pray for the 1,036 

Sister serving in India as well as for the 203 Associates and people of that nation.  

 

The Sisters belong to three CSJ Congregations:  Annecy, Chambéry, and Lyon and 

serve in various ministries, including: empowerment of women, girls and children; 

legal aid to promote women’s rights; pastoral work; adult literacy; health care in 

hospitals, clinics, village dispensaries, and with people living with AIDS; education;  

vocation animation; support of street children; work in slums and marginalized 

areas;  pastoral and parish work; prison visits; evangelization and  faith formation; 

and social action, justice and peace, human rights, and inter-religious dialogue. 

 

The Annecy Congregation first arrived in India in 1849 with four missionary Sisters 

who “made a brave and touching farewell to their companions and set out for India 

on 7th July - landing on Indian soil on 5th December.”  

Here you can read several articles about the Sister’s 

work in India, including photos and testimonials.  For 

example, one article recounts  the 2021 Inauguration 

of the St. Joseph’s Plant Nursery through which staff 

and students at the St. Joseph’s College for Women 

planted approximately 850 ornamental plants and 

trees, inspired by Laudato si' of Pope Francis – on care of our common home. This 

new garden provides beauty, horticultural training and income generation for the 

school. The Chambéry Congregation began their mission in India in 1851 when 

Sisters (from Savoy) went to the subcontinent in order to strengthen the mission 

of the Sisters of Annecy. The image to the left shows the Sisters’ celebration of St. 

Joseph the Worker in Tanmaya. 

You can read about their India 

mission and Sisters on their 

website. The Lyon Congregation 

traces its mission in India to 1906 

when six French Sisters arrived 

in Madurai, Tamil Nadu, India. As 

shared on their website: “The 

zealous missionaries applied 
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their heart and soul to learn English and Tamil. Sisters engaged themselves in village 

visits to evangelize and take care of the sick and rendered medical services with the 

starting of a dispensary and for the cholera patients in the municipal hospital where 

some of the sisters worked as staff. The abandoned children were given a second 

home through the opening of Orphanage.” In 1950, a novitiate house was set up in 

Assumption House, Madurai, and in 1953 the Sisters opened Fatima College as well 

as the Holy Family convent, a technical school, and an 

orphanage.  In 2017, the General Chapter accepted the 

request of Nava Jeevan Region to become a Province 

and, “After the bifurcation the Indian Province 

christened itself as St. Joseph Province that has 29 

communities spread out in Andhra, Karnataka, Kerala 

Tamil Nadu, Assam, and Sri Lanka.”  The photo collage 

is of various Lyon Congregation missions. 

 

In addition to these three Congregations, the Sisters of St. Joseph of Sault Ste. 

Marie also had a mission in India with Sr. Gaye White serving in 1984 and Sr. Sharon 

Miller serving in education, addictions education and intervention in 1983. 

 

County Background:  India is the seventh-largest country by area, the second-most 
populated country, and the most  populous democracy in the world. Historically, 
the Indian subcontinent was home to the urban Indus Valley Civilization of the 3rd 
millennium BCE. In the following millennium, the oldest scriptures associated with 
Hinduism began to be composed. Social stratification, based on caste, emerged in 
the first millennium BCE, and Buddhism and Jainism arose. During the medieval 
period, Judaism, Zoroastrianism, Christianity, and Islam arrived and 
Sikhism emerged -- all adding to the region's diverse culture. In the mid-18th 
century, the subcontinent came under British East India Company rule, and in the 
mid-19th under British crown rule. A nationalist movement emerged in the late 
19th century which, led by Mahatma Gandhi, was noted for non-violent 
resistance and led to India's independence in 1947. Following market-based 
economic reforms in 1991, India became one of the world’s fastest-growing major 
economies and is considered a newly industrialized country. However, it continues 
to face the challenges of poverty, corruption, malnutrition, and inadequate public 
healthcare. With a population of 1,380,004,385 (2020), two thirds of the populace 
live in poverty with 68 percent living on less than $2/day. (source: SOS Children’s 
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Villages) With one of the highest global infant mortality rates, India also has one of 
the highest global rates of malnutrition with more than 200 million people (of 
which 61 million are children) malnourished.  
 

 

United in prayer, the Global Joseph Family, 7850 Sisters, 5700 Associates, 34 

Agrégées in 44 countries, listening to the heart of the world. 
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