
Today, on this twenty-ninth week (July25) of our 2022 Global Coordinating Group calendar, we 

are invited to listen to the heart of the world and pray for the 143 Sisters and 400 Associates 

serving in Madagascar, as well as for the people of that island nation. 

 

The Sisters belong to the Aosta Congregation and first arrived in Madagascar (with five Sisters) 

in 1965. As noted in this article, “soon, young women … attracted by the [Sisters’] example, 

wanted to embrace religious life”.  As of 2010, the Sisters 

were active in eight communities where they serve in 

pastoral work,  retreats and Bible study, schools (JK to 

secondary level), adult literacy programs, empowerment 

of women, prision visits/assistance as well as clinics and 

hospitals. For example, this article recounts the Great 

Sekolintsika School Party in Analamahitsy which lasted 

three days and saw more than 1900 pupils and teachers participate. (see image)  

 

Country Background: Madagascar is an island nation in the Indian Ocean (off the coast of East 

Africa). The nation includes the island of Madagascar (the fourth-largest island in the world) 

along with numerous smaller peripheral islands. Following 

the prehistoric breakup of the supercontinent Gondwana, Madagascar 

split from the Indian peninsula around 88 million years ago allowing 

native plants and animals to evolve in relative isolation. Consequently, 

Madagascar is a biodiversity hotspot – with more than 90percent of its 

wildlife found nowhere else on Earth. The first archaeological evidence 

of human foraging on Madagascar dates to 2000 BC; however, 

settlement of the island only occurred between 350 BC and 550 AD when Austronesian peoples 

arrived in outrigger canoes from Borneo. They were joined around 1000 AD by Bantu migrants 

crossing the Mozambique Channel from East Africa. Other groups continued to settle on 

Madagascar over time, each one making lasting contributions to Malagasy cultural life. Beginning 

in the early 19th century, most of the island was united and ruled as the Kingdom of 

Madagascar by a series of Merina nobles. The monarchy ended in 1897 when the island was 

absorbed into the French colonial empire, from which the island gained independence in 1960. 

Since 1992, Madagascar has been officially governed as a constitutional democracy from its 

capital in Antananarivo. The nation is a member of the United Nations, the African Union (AU), 

the Southern African Development Community (SADC), and the Organisation Internationale de 

la Francophonie. With a populace of 29million (2022), Madagascar’s rapid growth of 2.68% per 

year is putting the country under immense pressures.  As noted in this 2022 World Bank report, 

the “development prospects in Madagascar continue to be hampered by the country’s low growth 

potential and exposure to frequent, deep, and persistent crises…. Growth was interrupted again 

in 2022 by a third wave of the pandemic followed by a sequence of severe weather events and 

the adverse effects from the conflict in Ukraine …”.  The report adds that, “in the absence of a 
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new drive for reforms, Madagascar risks falling further behind as peers continue to grow faster 

and demonstrate stronger resilience to shocks…” In addition to these fiscal challenges, this 

Amnesty International report signalled an increase in human rights abuses such as 11,000 

arbitrarily placed in pre-trail detention, resulting in “severe overcrowding, coupled with 

shortages in food, grossly inadequate medical care and unhygienic facilities…”. (Sources: 

Wikipedia, Amnesty International, World Bank, African Development Bank) 

 
United in prayer, the Global Joseph Family, 7850 Sisters, 5700 Associates, 34 Agrégées in 44 

countries, listening to the heart of the world 
 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2019/09/mozambiquemadagascar-popes-visit-offers-an-opportunity-to-address-human-rights-violations/

