
Today, on this thirty-sixth week (September 12) of our 2022 Global Coordinating Group calendar, 

we are invited to listen to the heart of the world and hold in our prayers the 6 Sisters serving in 

Romania as well as the people of that eastern European nation. 

 

The Sisters belong to two CSJ Congregations: Aosta and San Guiseppe di Cuneo and serve in 

several ministries, including:  a nursery school, parish and pastoral work, youth ministry, 

homecare for people experiencing illness, an orphanage, and a house for single mothers.   

 

The Sisters of the Cuneo Congregation arrived in Romania 

at the invitation of Msgr. Joan Robu “to be present in the 

Catholic Parish of Constance - with children, young people, 

families, and the elderly… to help the Romanian Church to 

raise its head and resume the journey of the Gospel”. Last 

year on the Cuneo website, Sr. Cristina Ilies wrote about 

the kindergarten where they serve as a presence 

animating human and Christian values, adding: “Let us 

rejoice and breathe with them a climate of faith, love, 

gratitude and benevolence for all that God works in this very small reality. I believe that the world 

needs God. So, I consider it fundamental to educate the children we approach to the faith, so that 

they can build their world with him.”   The Aosta Congregation began its mission in Romania in 

1993 and you can read about the 2019 visit of Pope Francis and the CSJ Sisters who accompanied 

him in Lasi  (in the north of the country).  This Flicker photo page offers some lovely images of 

the Aosta Congregation missions, including of the Romanian nursery school class. …” (image: 

Costanza-Oituz house, Cuneo Congregation). 

 

Country Background: Romania forms part of ancient lands. In 

fact, in 2002, 35,000-year-old remains of modern humans with 

a possible Neanderthalian trait were discovered in the ‘Pestera 

cu Oase’ (Cave with Bones) – making these fossils among the 

oldest remains of Homo sapiens in Europe. The earliest written 

evidence of people living in the territory of present-day 

Romania comes from Herodotus in Book IV of his ‘Histories’ (c. 

440BC) which noted that a tribal union/ confederation of 

the Getae were defeated by the Persian Emperor Darius the Great during his campaign against 

the Scythians. Between 376 and 453 (AD), the region was conquered by Huns; while the Gepid 

tribe used it as their base until destroyed by Lombards in 566; who themselves abandoned the 

area in the second half of the 6th century - leaving it in the hands of the Avars for the next 230 

years until 791 AD. By 1541, the entire Balkan peninsula and northern Hungary had become 

Ottoman provinces, and Moldavia, Wallachia, and Transylvania came under Ottoman suzerainty 

but remained fully autonomous until the 18th century. In 1821 the Wallachian upraising began a 

movement for full independence of Moldavia and Wallachia and national emancipation for 

https://www.suoresangiuseppeaosta.it/sezione.php?s=195&l=it
https://www.flickr.com/photos/csjlondon/4929813896/in/album-72157624791963881/


Transylvania. In the end, what we now know as Romania was formed in 1859 through a union of 

Moldavia and Wallachia. The new state, officially named Romania since 1866, gained 

independence from the Ottoman Empire in 1877. At the end of WWI, others areas united with 

Romania (i.e.: Transylvania, Banat, Bukovina and Bessarabia).  During WWII, Romania was an ally 

of Nazi Germany (until 1944), after which it joined forces with the Allies and found itself occupied 

by the Soviet Red Army.  After the war, Romania became a socialist republic and member of 

the Warsaw Pact until 1989 when a popular revolution began to transition the country towards 

democracy and a capitalist market economy.  With a declining population (just under 19million 

in 2022), Romania today has a considerably strong economy and resultant low cost of living (i.e.: 

amongst the lowest in the European Union). In fact, a January 2022 OECD Report regarding the 

last two decades noted that “Romania has converged rapidly towards the OECD average income 

per capita. Its economy has also proved resilient: after a deep contraction in 2020 triggered 

by the coronavirus pandemic, activity has rebounded fast. However, short and medium-term 

challenges remain. The recent surge in inflation and the new pandemic wave require prudent 

macroeconomic policies. Eventually, fiscal sustainability needs to improve to cope with ageing… 

Poverty remains high and some groups have difficulties to join the labour market… Finally, 

pursuing convergence to the highest OECD standards requires improving the rule of law 

and fighting corruption.” At the same time, this recent Amnesty International report on human 

rights raises concerns regarding “the exercise of the rights to freedom of association, peaceful 

assembly and expression. Healthcare workers demanded increased protection against Covid-19. 

The media exposed violent pushbacks of refugees and migrants at borders. Roma and LGBTI 

people continued to face systemic discrimination…”.  
 

(Sources: Amnesty International, Encyclopedia Britannica, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 

Development/OECD report, Wikipedia, World Bank) 

. 

 
United in prayer, the Global Joseph Family, 7850 Sisters, 5700 Associates, 34 Agrégées in 44 

countries, listening to the heart of the world 
 

 

https://www.oecd.org/economy/romania-economic-snapshot/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/europe-and-central-asia/romania/report-romania/

