
MASS SCHEDULE  
Monday—Friday: 7:15 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. 
Saturday: 9:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday: 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 12:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.  
 

CLERGY AND STAFF 
Reverend Daniel F. Swift, Pastor, father_dan@smlparish.org 
Reverend Roy Ballacillo, Parochial Vicar, rballacillo@smlparish.org 
Deacon Ken Motylinski 
Deacon Joseph Tedeschi 
Susan B. Kraemer, Business Administrator 
Christine Brandt, Pastoral Associate 
Monica Procopio, Administrative Assistant 
Lenora Gange, Administrative Assistant 
Mary Thomas, Administrative Assistant 
Amy Rash, School Principal 
Mary Pat Scordato, Director of Religious Education 
Kevin Callahan, Minister of Marketing and Evangelization 
Carolyn Cuperwich, Music Coordinator 
Linda Xerri, Parish Youth Minister 
Harry Meshirer, Parish Bookkeeper 
Ralph Gallo and Kevin Loughlin, Parish Trustees 
 

OFFICE HOURS  
Monday - Friday: 9:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.  
 

ST. MARY OF THE LAKES ONLINE 
Website Address: http://www.smlparish.org 
Email Address: Frontdesk@smlparish.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/smlparish 
School Website: http://www.smlschool.org 
Knights of Columbus: http://www.Medfordknights.org 
 
 

LOCATION, TELEPHONE NUMBERS, FAX 
Parish Office  40 Jackson Road 654-8208 x110 
Parish Office Fax    975-0137 
Parish Health Ministry   654-8208 x610 
St. Mary of the Lakes School 196 Route 70 654-2546 x210 
St. Mary of the Lakes School Fax  654-8125  

Parish Religious Education 196 Route 70 654-2546 x310 
Parish Youth Minister 40 Jackson Road 654-2546 x111 
Bulletin Editor   40 Jackson Road  654-8208 x131 
St. Vincent de Paul Society 1 Jones Road 953-0021 

PARISH REGISTRATION: ALL ARE WELCOME “God is rich in mercy, 
because of His boundless love for us.”  Ephesians 2:4 tells us God’s love 
knows no boundaries and neither does St. Mary of the Lakes. New 
parishioners, regardless of where they live, are welcome and encouraged 
to register at our parish. Registration forms are  
available at the doors of the church, in the parish office, and on our 
website at smlparish.org. Click on contact us/registration. 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION Confessions are heard on 
Saturdays after 9:00 a.m. Mass and at 4:30 p.m. You may also call the 
parish office to make an appointment for a different time.  
 

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK Please call the parish office anytime or 
speak to one of the priests after Mass. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on 
the second Sunday of the month at 1:30 p.m. Parents must attend a 
Baptism Preparation Session prior to their child’s Baptism. Please call 
the parish office 609/654-8208, x110 as early as possible to make the 
necessary arrangements. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Congratulations to our engaged  
couples. Call 609/654-8208, x110 to make arrangements for your 

wedding. We suggest you call at least a year in advance. 

 
BECOMING CATHOLIC (RCIA) If you or someone you know is  

considering becoming Catholic or is/are baptized Catholic but have yet 
to receive First Communion and/or Confirmation, please call Christine 

Brandt at 609/654-8208, x113.  

 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION Eucharistic Adoration has begun 24/7/365 
in the new Adoration Chapel off Jackson Rd. Entrance.  If you would 
like to be an adorer for an hour each week, go to  sml.weadorehim.com 

 
MINISTERIAL VISITS The Sacraments are available to anyone confined 

to home or institution. Please contact the parish office if you know 

anyone who is unable to get to church.  
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY  The St. Vincent de Paul Society is an 
all-volunteer ministry with services provided and supported by many of 
our parishioners. “Vincentians” provide outreach and assistance to 
anyone in need throughout our parish region. Contact Joe Pasquarella, 

President. 609/953-0021. 

 

Get our parish phone app at the App store or Google play  

by downloading myParish app  

40 Jackson Road, Medford, New Jersey 08055  
Parish Website: www.smlparish.org 

Parish Email Address: Frontdesk@smlparish.org 

December 15, 2019 

Like us on Facebook!  www.facebook.com/smlparish 
and follow us on Twitter @SmlParish   



Eucharistic Adoration — Refection by St. Alphonsus Liguori 
 St. Paul praises the obedience of Jesus Christ, saying, that He obeyed His Eternal Father even to death: becoming 
obedient to death. (Phil. 2,18.) But in this Sacrament He has gone still farther; for here He has been pleased to become 
obedient, not only to death, but as long as the world shall last; so that we can say: "He has become obedient even unto 
the consummation of the world." He, the King of Heaven, comes down from heaven in obedience to man, and then 
seems to dwell and converse there, in order to obey men: And I do not resist. (Isa. 50, 5.) There He remains without 
moving Himself; He allows Himself to be placed where men will, be it for exposition in the monstrance, or to be enclosed 
in the tabernacle. He allows Himself to be carried wheresoever He is borne, be it into houses or through the streets: He 
allows Himself to be given in Communion to whomsoever He is administered, be they just or sinners. St. Luke says that 
while He dwelt on earth He obeyed the Most Blessed Virgin Mary and St. Joseph; but in this Sacrament He obeys as many 
creatures as there are priests on earth: and I do not resist.  
 Permit me now to address Thee, 0 most loving Heart of my Jesus, from which indeed all the Sacraments flowed 
forth, but principally this Sacrament of love. I would gladly give Thee as much glory and honor as Thou givest in the Holy 
Sacrament in our churches to the Eternal Father. I know that on this altar Thou still lovest me with that same love with 
which Thou didst love me when Thou didst close Thy divine life in the midst of so much anguish on the cross. 0 divine 
Heart, enlighten all those who know Thee not with the knowledge of Thyself! Through Thy merits deliver from purgatory, 
or at least relieve, the afflicted souls, who are already Thy spouses for all eternity. I adore Thee, I thank Thee, I love Thee 
in union with all souls who at this moment love Thee, be they on earth or in heaven. 0 most pure Heart, purify my heart 
from all attachment to creatures, and fill it with Thy holy love! 0 most sweet Heart, possess my whole heart, so that 
henceforward it may be all Thine, and always be enabled to say: "Who shall separate .... . from the love of God, which is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord? (Rom. 8, 35. 39.) Write, 0 most Sacred Heart, upon my heart all the bitter sorrows, which for so 
many years Thou didst endure on earth with so much love for me, that, on seeing them, I may henceforward desire, or at 
least endure with patience, all the sorrows of this life. Most humbleHeart of Jesus, give me a share of Thy humility. Most 
meek Heart, impart Thy sweetness to me. Take from my heart all that displeases Thee; convert it wholly to Thee, so that I 
may no longer will or desire other than what Thou willest. In a word, grant that I may live only to obey Thee, only to love 
Thee, only to give Thee pleasure. I know that I, indeed, owe Thee much; and that Thou hast indeed placed me under 
great obligations: it will be but little if I consume and wear myself out for Thee.  
 Ejaculation. 0 Heart of Jesus, Thou art the sole Lord of my heart!  

24/7 Eucharistic Adoration Sign-Up 
 We are using a website that helps us manage the 
Eucharistic Adoration schedule.  You can access the 
website from your smart phone or computer at: 

sml.weadorehim.com 
 Just click “Sign Up” to create an account and set 
your preferences.  Use the activation code: AVEMARIA to 
automatically register. You can also learn all you need to 
know about signing up and using the website by watching 
the video at: sml.weadorehim.com/help 
 The website is very easy to use and allows you to 
commit based on your schedule.  The website is for 
everyone – whether you are committing to a weekly hour 
or just a specific hour during the week as a substitute. The 
website makes it easy by: 

•Automatically sending you email, text or phone reminders 

of your commitment 

•Allowing you to request a substitute 

•Allowing you to manage your commitment and 
preferences 

•Seeing the opportunities to help out as a substitute 
adorer 

If you have any questions or need assistance, please 
contact Natalie Stone at mazzunat007@msn.com or 

Diana Kenworthy at dkenworthy1@gmail.com. 

Children Needed for Christmas Eve Mass 
 The 5:00 p.m. Mass on Christmas Eve will be a 
Children’s Mass. Children are needed to re-enact the 
following Gospel stories: 

•The Annunciation 

•The Visitation 

•Joseph’s Dream 

•The Nativity 

•The Angels and Shepherds 

•The Three Kings 

 There will be two rehearsals (participants need to 
attend both rehearsals) for this Mass: Monday, December 
16 and Monday, December 23 at 4:30 p.m. in the Church.  
 Three readers will be needed. Children who will be 
re-enacting the Gospel will not have speaking parts.  
 Any child who would like to participate in the 
Children’s Christmas Mass is asked to sign the roster at the 
Parking Lot Entrance to the Church. 

Church Decoration  
for Christmas 

We will be decorating the church 
for Christmas at 7:00 p.m. on 

Sunday,  December 22.   

All are welcome to help! 



Long-term prayer requests (those over a year old) 

will not be published individually, but will be 

prayed for at each Mass, as will the following: 

Frank Acchione, Michelle Allen, Connie & Joseph 

Aromando, Marty Ball, Keith Bodendorf, Tom Breese Ciaccio, 

Michael Bryan, Ryan Clark, Sherri Colan, Concepcion Collazo, 

John Day, David J. DiLullo, Tracey Dougherty, Theresa R. 

Dumas, Mary Eisenhower, Jim Endahl, Robert Fascia, Tony 

Femiano, George Fina, Margaret Fitzpatrick, Louis Giansante, 

Ana L. Gonzalez, Nicholas Grasso, Sawyer Michael Howarth, Jim 

Kehoe, Morgan Kelly, Dave Koch, Louis Kramer, Ellen Kretzu, 

Kathy Kuchova, Gail LaBarber, Marlene Lattanzi, Gregory Law, 

Joanne Lecate, Peggy Luciani, Rosemarie Lyczak, Milvia 

Maceira, Juan Mallgui Moya, Mark McFadden, Maria Minadeo, 

Ignacio J. Molina-Guillermety, Carol and Steve Newman, Rita 

O’Connor, Colette Parisi, Bill Quigley, Kelsie Quinn, Cynthia G. 

Quinones, Norma Evelyn Ramos-Collazo, Sue Rebel, Ted Rich, 

Christine Rock, Garry Roettger, Richard SM, Anna Romano, 

Patricia Roskey, Dianne Stippick, Leoncia Sullivan, Mary Ann 

Sullivan, Jake Urich, Paul V., James Vega, Elizabeth Wakefield, 

Grace Wakefield, Ryan, Madeline.  

Third Sunday of Advent Mass Intentions 
 

Sunday, December 15 — Third Sunday of Advent  
  7:30 a.m. Our Parishioners 

  9:00 a.m. Frances McQuillan / Harry R. Murphy Jr. 

  10:30 a.m. Robert Breitzman / The Haines Family 

  12:00 p.m. Jack O’Brien / His Family 

  6:00 p.m. Richard C. Goos / Tricia Goos & Family 

 
Monday, December 16 
  7:15 a.m. Darrel Traver / Gary Pancoast 

  9:00 a.m.  Pamela Poling / Beatrice Gilham 

 

Tuesday, December 17 
  7:15 a.m. Augustus Tamburro / The Scott Family 

  9:00 a.m. John Jeans / Gary & Eileen Palko 

 

Wednesday, December 18 
  7:15 a.m. Polly Closson / Frank & Ann Babinchock  

  9:00 a.m. John Conte / Don & Juanita Campbell 

  

Thursday, December 19 
  7:15 a.m. Margaret N. Smiley / The Falcone Family 

  9:00 a.m.  Stanley “Lee” Morton / Sheila & Bob Morgan  

 

Friday, December 20 

  7:15 a.m. John Kobiela / Frank & Ann Babinchock  

  9:00 a.m. Pamela Beden-Poling / The Gleason Family 

   

Saturday, December 21 
  7:15 a.m. Purgatorial Society 

   

  5:30 p.m. Skahan & Humphrey Families / 

   Tom & Marylynn Skahan 

  Branko Jakominich / His daughter & Family 

 

Sunday, December 22 — Fourth Sunday of Advent  
  7:30 a.m. Our Parishioners 

  9:00 a.m. Matthew Fiato / The Fish Family 

  10:30 a.m. William F. Waldron / The Hurley Family 

  12:00 p.m. William Jerry Gaffney / Marta & Oran Rives 

  6:00 p.m. Vincent McGovern / The Mazzochette Family 

2nd LT Christian Aguilar; 1st LT Kyle Brandt, 

USAF; Capt. Katherine Collins Kneram, USA; 1st LT 

Erin Corcoran, USA; CAPT Kevin Emmons, USA; 

BG Steve Gilland, USA; MAJ Suzanne Gillern; PVT CM Sean 

Grannan, USA; LTJG Jeremy Griffin, USN; Chief Warrant Officer 

Kevin James Haddon, USA; LT Sean Hickey, USN; 2nd LT Waverly 

Hock, USAF; MAJ William Hock, USAF; Capt. Richard Jordan, 

USMC; ENS William Jordan, USN; 2nd LT Rachel Kelly, USAF; LT 

Commander Matthew Knepper, USN; Capt. Patrick Kneram, USA; 

LCpL Brett Koerner, USMC; PVT Nicholas Lawrence, USA; GM3 

David Lewis, USN; Christopher Macready, USMC; 2nd LT Doug 

MacDonald, USMC; 2nd LT Michelle Matthews, USMC; MIDN 4/D 

Patrick McKernan, USA; PO3 Allston Megill, USN; Sgt. Mark 

Mickinak, USMC;  General Scot Miller, USA; SPC Brandon 

Ornowski, USA; 1st LT Victor Prato, USA; CM Jonathan Ross, 

USN; 1st Sgt Vincent Roettger, USA; ENS Nolan Smith, USN; 

TSGT Adrian Tomkus, USAF. 

Wedding Bann  

Dan Barth and Janine Papasso    
Third Announcement 

Please pray for the soul of  

Kathleen Thomas 
and keep her family in your prayers. 

Offertory Collections for Sunday, December 8, 2019 

Donations In Cash $3,014  

Donations In Envelopes $29,940 

Total Collection December 8, 2019 $32,954 

Total Collection December 9, 2018 $24,842 

Total Collection December 10, 2017 $29,171 

Second Collection—Retirement Religious $4,930 

St. Vincent de Paul $123 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception $765 

Mass/Confession Change on December 21 
On Saturday, December 21, the 9:00 a.m. Mass has 

been moved to 7:15 a.m. to accommodate the SMART 

Ministry and their annual trip to the Trenton Soup 
Kitchen. There will be no morning Confessions.  

There will be afternoon Confessions at SML . 

Advent Penance Service  
An Advent Penance Service is on Tuesday, December 17,  

at 7:30 p.m. at St. Joan of Arc., Marlton. 



S.M.A.R.T. 
Desserts and Volunteers Needed for  

Trenton Soup Kitchen — Saturday, December 21 
 St. Mary of the Lakes will be preparing and serving 
Christmas Dinner for 450 guests at St Mary’s Cathedral 
Diocesan Soup Kitchen at 151 N. Warren St. in Trenton. 
 Volunteers are encouraged to attend. Please be at 
the Trenton Soup Kitchen at 11:15 a.m. If you are unable 
to attend, we have a Dessert Drop off on Friday, December 
20, from 3 to 7 p.m. at the Emmaus Center. Please bring 
your favorite cookies, brownies, or other finger foods. 

Cookies are the Favorites!    
 Directions to the Soup Kitchen are available at the 
Emmaus Center during the Dessert Drop-Off. For those 
who plan to attend, there also will be a 7:15 a.m. Mass 
celebrated at St. Mary of the Lakes Church on December 
21 prior to our departure to Trenton. This is an annual 
tradition for St. Mary of the Lakes Parish and an excellent 
opportunity for Community Service hours.  
     Come celebrate the Christmas Spirit  
Please contact Barbara or Rick Gillespie at 856-985-8330 

with Cookie drop off questions, or Tom Plantulli 609-654-
0958 with Trenton Soup Kitchen input. 

The sign-up link for the SMART luncheon:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/4090F4BABAD29AAFE3-smart3 

Second Collection  

on Christmas  

For MLK Day of Service  
There will be a second collection 
on Christmas for the Martin Luther 
King Third Annual Day of Service event at the school 
hosted by our Y.E.S. ministry.  Last year, over 200 

parishioners gathered on the National Day of Service to 
make over 2,000 bagged lunch meals, which were 
distributed to area social service agencies such as 
Cathedral Kitchen, Joseph House, Christian Caring Center, 
St. John’s Hospice, New Jerusalem and Oaks Integrated.  

 Checks should be made payable to St. Mary of 
the Lakes Church - with Y.E.S. in the memo line. 

Christmas Season is Perfect Time  

to Invite Someone to Mass 
All Christians are called to evangelize. Don't let that 

word frighten you. To evangelize is simply "to 

announce Good News," and you don't have to be a 

theologian to do it. An easy way to evangelize is to 

invite a friend or family member to Mass with you. Or 
let that young family down the street know about our 

Christmas Eve Mass for children. A welcoming 

invitation might be just what someone needs. 

Young Adult Ministry 

Our Young Adult Ministry gathered on December 4 to 
participate in a local college student's service project, 
Paint It Forward. The TCNJ student plans to replace 
every 2x2 foot ceiling tile in K. Hovnanian Children's 
Hospital with painted ones. The Young Adult Ministry 

heard about this project and wanted to help paint 
encouraging messages, calming scenes, and fun pictures 
on the tiles. They hope the children will be able to keep 

smiling with a more cheerful environment.  
The group plans to attend 6:00 p.m. Mass together on 
December 22 and help decorate the church afterward.  

 

If you are interested in joining the Young Adult 
Ministry, please contact the Parish Office at (609) 654-

8208 or email: frontdesk@smlparish.org.    

Rosary Prayer Groups 
•Weekdays following morning Masses and after 9:00 a.m. 

Mass on Saturday in the Church 

•Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday at 3:00 p.m. in 

the Church 



    BREAKFAST WITH SANTA                         
Thank you to all of the KOC, Ladies Aux and YES volunteers for working hard to make Breakfast with Santa so successful.  
Our parish volunteers served over 180 guests a delicious breakfast of eggs, pancakes, hash browns, sausage, donuts and 

fruit. A special thank you to our event chairs Debbie Cancelliere and Nancy Mitchell for shopping, organizing and 
coordinating this fun-filled family event for our parish. See you at Breakfast with the Easter Bunny on Palm Sunday!  

 
 

 



St. Mary of the Lakes 

 
Christmas Choir Festival 

 

THIS  Sunday 
 

3:30 p.m.– 4:30 p.m. 
 

St. Mary of the Lakes Adult Choir 
St. Mary of the Lakes Children’s Choir 

St. Mary of the Lakes Youth Choir  
 

 

The Christmas Tree 

Lighting Ceremony  

is at 4:45 p.m.  
(immediately after the 

Christmas Choir Festival) 

outside the Church. 



Christmas Bazaar  
Lots of shopping and fun at the 4th Annual SMLS 

Christmas Bazaar! Santa even visited, courtesy of the 
Medford Fire Department. Thank you to all the volunteers 

and all those that supported the event!   

 

 

 
Thursday, December 19 

SMLS School Auditorium  

6:30 p.m.  
Join us for an evening of a very special Christmas 

music performed by our students. Our advanced band 

and children’s choir will delight! The students (PreK-

5) will sing to get us all in the Christmas spirit. This 

always is a very special evening not to be missed! 
 

Grocery Cards for Your Holiday Food Shopping    
Don’t forget to purchase your ShopRite, Murphy’s and 

ACME Grocery Cards through the Parish or School Office 
for all your holiday food shopping or gift giving! 

 

Purchase Gift Cards and Support 
St. Mary of the Lakes  

St. Mary of the Lakes PTA is now 
offering online gift cards for all your 
holiday giving! Purchase your gift cards today and a 

portion of your purchase supports our school!  

Visit www.smlschool.org for further details and to 
purchase your online gift cards today! 

 

Love WAWA Hoagies? 

Support SMLS Class of 2020!  
WAWA hoagie coupon sale 

Shortie Hoagies for $4.00 each! 

Great as a holiday gift! Stocking Stuffer!  
Gift for teachers bus drivers or that special someone!  

To purchase, contact Joan Barrett at 

iamatutor@verizon.net 
 

Shopping Online?  

Use 
 AmazonSmile 

AmazonSmile provides an easy way 
to direct funds to St. Mary of the Lakes Church and 

School! When you use AmazonSmile 0.5% of the price of 
your eligible purchases are donated to the charitable 

organization of your choice.   

There’s no additional cost to you!  

Substitute Teachers Needed  
St. Mary of the Lakes School is looking for substitute 

teachers and substitute assistants.  Interested applicants 
should send their resume to info@smlschool.org 



ANNUAL MARCH for LIFE  
WASHINGTON, D.C., 

 FRIDAY, JANUARY 24, 2020  
   
 
 
 
 
 All are welcome to join five area parishes, as 
we march to demonstrate our commitment for 
LIFE. Buses will depart from the St. Mary of the Lakes 
parking lot after the 7:15 a.m. Mass. The cost for adults is 
$20 and for students $15. Students under the age of 18 
must be accompanied by an adult and have parental 
permission. For those unable to walk in the march, 
arrangements have been made for you to stay at the 
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception.  Sandwiches from Murphy's in Medford will 
be provided for the ride home. Your choice of Roast Beef, 
Turkey or Veggie. Please bring a bag lunch for the ride 
down. We will make only a brief stop at either the 
Maryland or Chesapeake House rest stop. 

For more information or to reserve your seat 
please contact: Gene Kotowski 609-238-6807 / 

eugenekotowski@aol.com 

Now Is The Time ! 
Stand up for LIFE from CONCEPTION to 

 NATURAL DEATH ! 
Some people argue that faith has no place in 
politics. However, some of the most important 

movements in our history — the abolitionist movement, the 
civil rights movement — were born as religious movements. 
Defending the inviolable sanctity of human life from 
conception until natural death is at the top of our Catholic 
morals convictions. It is time that Catholics shine a bright 
line of separation between themselves and all the 
politicians who defend the abortion rights regime of Roe v. 
Wade. Prayers, sacrifices, awareness, and example are 
needed on a daily basis. 

Come join us at the CHWC 500 Kings Hwy. N. 
 in Cherry Hill. We pray the rosary there every Tuesday 

from 10 a.m. until noon.  

The blessings are yours! 

 Oplatek, 

 The Christmas Wafer 
 Christmas Wafers are  available 
at the doors of the Church for as long 

as supply lasts for those who 
participate in the Polish, Solvakian and 

Lituanian custom. 

Taize Prayer Service Rescheduled 
Take a break from the hustle and 

bustle of  the material preparation 

the season. Come to our: Advent 

Taize Prayer Service, Monday, December 16, at 7:00 

p.m. in the SMLS Chapel (196 Route 70).   

  Taize prayer was founded in Taize, France by 
a group of consecrated men and is based on 

meditation and chants made up of a few words, 

repeated again and again, making possible a prayer 

that is meditative and accessible to everyone who 

takes part. 

 Bring your friends and family and join Sr. 

Judy and Sr. Regina as they lead us in prayer to 

reorient our Christmas preparations to include the 

peace our minds and hearts need as we prepare for 

the coming of Jesus. 

Wedding Facilitators Wanted! 
 Wedding Facilitators are needed to 
assist the priest or deacon in the back of the 
church and help the rehearsal and the 
wedding flow smoothly from start to finish.   
 A scheduling meeting for 2020 weddings will be 
held on Wednesday, January 15, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Parish Office Conference Room.     
 If you are age 19 or older and are interested in 
being a part of this ministry, plan to attend this meeting. 
Remember to bring your 2020 calendars with you. 

 Any questions should be directed to: 
Michelle Motylinski (609) 744-2608/

giant_pinstripes@comcast.net) or  
Rosemarie Lyczak (609) 654-0272  

Legion of Mary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Legion of Mary began in Ireland on September 7, 
1921 by Founder Frank Duff and has grown to be the 
largest apostolic organization of lay people in the Catholic 
Church with over 2 million active members around the 
world.  Rooted in devotion to the Blessed Mother, it is an 
excellent way to share the Catholic faith  and encourage 
spiritual growth.  We meet on Wednesdays at 9:30 am.   

If you are interested in joining us, please call  
Claudia Aguilar at 609/953-9128. 



YES Christmas Caroling 

Looking for the Perfect Christmas Gift for … 
    Your Children … Grandchildren … Fiends or Neighbors 
 

We have it for you! 
 

St. Mary of the Lakes 2020 Carnival Christmas Gift Packs 
 

A Gift Pack of 4, Ride All Night wristbands and a $25 food voucher (a $145 value) all for only $100 ! 
Limited Quantities Available — December 22 is the last day to purchase. 

 

The 2020 Saint Mary of the Lakes Carnival       

June 23 to June 27, 2020 
 

The wristband vouchers can be redeemed on any one night, along with the $25 food voucher. 
 

Purchasers will receive a certificate to present as the gift in lieu of tickets and voucher which are not 
available until the Carnival opens. The certificate is redeemable upon presentation at the  

3rd annual St. Mary of the Lakes Carnival, June 23-27, 2020. 
 

Order online through the link on the parish website: www.smlparish.org 
Please feel free to contact Maria King with any questions: mking@eventcrazy.com or 609-313-7982 



St. Vincent de Paul  
 
 

 
 

Items needed for SVDP food pantry 
 John the Baptist urges us to “Prepare the way of 
the Lord.” This is what Advent is all about. By donating 
food to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, you can help 
prepare the way of the Lord and make the real meaning of 
Christmas come alive to those in need. Please take a 
shopping bag at the church exits. Fill it with some of the 
items listed below and bring it to Mass this weekend. 
 This month the food pantry is in special need of 
spaghetti sauce (jars and cans), canned fruit, pasta, canned 
vegetables, cereal, meals in a can (e.g., SpaghettiOs), apple 
juice (half gallon), jelly, boxed potatoes, tuna fish, boxed 
juices and snacks (for school aged children). 

 
SVdP Advent Giving Trees 

"It is more blessed to give than to receive." (Acts 20:35) 
 During Advent we are called to wait in joyful 
anticipation for the grace of Christmas to bless our lives. 
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul invites you to make a 
tax-deductible donation to help children in need in our 
area celebrate God’s love this Christmas. 
 The trees near the altar have envelopes with 

suggested donations from $5 - $50 based on the number 
of children in a family. Put your check in the envelope 
(made payable to Society of St. Vincent de Paul), seal it, 
and place it in the collection or in the gray box marked St. 
Vincent’s. You also can drop off the envelope at the Caring 
Center on Jones Road or mail it to SVDP at PO Box 1131, 
Medford, NJ 08055 by December 23. 
 You also have the option of taking a decoration 
from the tree at the Jackson Road entrance and 
purchasing the item written on it. Please place your 
unwrapped gift under that tree by December 8. 
 Thank you in advance for your generosity and God 
bless you for your continued support. Rest assured that St. 
Vincent’s all-volunteer staff practices wise stewardship of 
donations. 

If you or someone you know needs assistance, 
 call St. Vincent’s at (609) 953-0021. 

Mary wrapped the first 

Christmas gift. 
 

We’re off for the Christmas. 
We’ll return in the New Year. 

For more info go too: 

www.stjoans.org/tmiy/ 

Offerings at Francis  

House of Prayer 
Trenton Diocesan Spiritual Center 

84 Walnford Road  
 •  Allentown, NJ 08501 

609-877-0509 /www.FHOP.org 

 

THE CHALLENGES & BLESSINGS OF WAITING 
Monday, December 16 / 9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

Advent is a time to reflect on what it means to wait—

for God to appear in our lives in a new way, for our 

lives to unfold on many levels.  In today’s world of 

constant motion, waiting for what is to come has 

become more difficult than ever!  Spend the day 

looking at the many levels of “waiting” in our lives, 

and see how God wishes to accompany us in that 

space of  “not yet.”  Donation: $25, lunch included. 

 

END OF THE YEAR RETREAT 
Tuesday, December 31 / 9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

Since God gives us life and time and is Lord over all, 
it seems appropriate to end the year in 
prayer.  Francis House offers time, space and quiet for 
naming the graces of 2019 and expressing gratitude 
to God.  The afternoon will focus on our goals, hopes 
and desires for 2020.    Please bring a bag 

lunch.  Love Offering.  

To register call 609-877-0509 

Parish Office Snow Closing Policy 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 The Parish Office snow closings follow the school. 
If school is closed, the parish office is closed. If school has 
a delayed opening, the parish office has a delayed 
opening. 
 When the Governor declares a state of emergency, 
SML always follows his directive and the parish office and 
school are closed, and Masses/confession are cancelled.  
 Otherwise, Father Dan will decide if Masses/
confession are cancelled based on the condition of the 
parking lot and sidewalks.  

Father's decision will be noted in the greeting when 
you call the parish office as well as posted on the 

parish website. 



Knights  

of Columbus   
Christmas Trees  

             Lighting Ceremony 
The tree lighting ceremony is this 
Sunday at 4:45 p.m. (immediately 
after the Christmas Choir Festival). 
Enjoy hot chocolate and cookies, too. 

Questions, call Bill Scheffold at 856-912-1301. 

Vivat Jesus! 
 

Flower and Sign Sales Benefit  
Knights Charitable Activities 

 The Knights of Columbus will be selling flowers 
and "Keep Christ in Christmas" yard signs and magnets at 
all Masses this weekend. 
 Poinsettias will be available for just $5.00 each. 
And for only $5.00 each for your car and yard, you can 
remind those around you of the true reason to celebrate 
the Christmas season. 
 All proceeds benefit the numerous charitable 
activities of the Knights. Your support is greatly 
appreciated.  

Blanket and Coat Drive  
 The Knights of Columbus are collecting new or 
gently used winter coats, hats, gloves, scarves, blankets 
and new, dark colored socks.  XXL and XXXL coat sizes, 
waterproof clothing and blankets are especially needed. 

You can place items in the bins at the Jackson Road/Patio 
entrances of the church before December 16.  The Knights 
will take the donations to the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen 
and give them to adults and children on December 21. 

Concert for Life 
Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus Council 6520 
To benefit The Helpers of Gods Precious Infants of NJ 

 “Building a Culture of Life and Family “ 
A Night on Broadway 

Join us for an evening of entertainment while supporting 
an organization devoted to helping women in crisis. 
Helpers offers a comprehensive program of mentoring, 
educating, and providing social services, housing, job 
placement, and prayer for their clients. 

• When:  January 25, 2020 

• Where: St. Mary of the Lakes Church 

• Time: There will be a buffet dinner in the Emmaus 
Center immediately following the 5:30 p.m. Mass 
[limited to the first 100 people]. Concert begins at 
7:30 p.m. in the Church and is open to the entire 
parish. 

Cost: $35.00 Concert and Buffet / $25.00 Concert only 

For information call Al DiFrancesco 609-839-2991 

Anyone interested in joining the Knights of 
Columbus please contact Scott Latimer  
at 609-352-1281  / ScLattimer@aol.com 

Dynamic Catholic 
There’s still time to sign up of the Best Advent Ever 

 e-mails at dynamiccatholic.com 

Knights in Action Parking 

Cars at Dickens Festival 



        BURLINGTON COUNTY DIOCESAN RESPECT LIFE NEWS 

    The Burlington County Diocesan Respect Life Committee was founded in 2016 by the Trenton Diocese to foster the growth of 

Respect Life in parishes of Burlington County.  We work through\the parishes and are in sync with the efforts of the Respect Life 

leadership of our diocese. One asset available to our county is the NJ Catholic Bishops web site at www.njcatholic.org. 

   The seven bishops of N.J. meet regularly and make joint pronouncements,  many which are published on their web site.  N.J. has 

recently announced new legislation which joins the healthcare bill (A5508/S3804), which  would expand insurance coverage for 

abortion inducing drugs and eliminate the religious employers’ exemption contained in New Jersey public law. The N.J. bishop's web 

site www.njcatholic.org  provides a good summary of the proposed laws and the effects on our lives.  As a N.J. Catholic citizen, you 

have the right and duty to let your elected officials know when your long-held Catholic beliefs differ from proposed state laws.    



St. Mary of the Lakes This Week 
 

Sunday, December 15 
•RCIA / 8:30 a.m. / EC 

•Christmas Concert / 3:30 p.m. / Church 

•Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony / 4:45 p.m. / Church 

•AA Meeting / 7 p.m. / PMR 

 
Monday, December 16 
•Men’s Gospel Reflection Group Meeting / 6 a.m. / JRE 

•Children’s Christmas Mass Rehearsal / 4:30 p.m. / Church 

•Children’s Choir Practice / 5 p.m. / Church 

•Youth Choir Practice / 6 p.m. / Church 

•Daughters of St. Theresa Benediction / 7 p.m. / Church 

•Taize Prayer Service / 7 p.m. / School Chapel 

 

Tuesday, December 17 
•Environmental Awareness Committee Meeting / 12 p.m. / CRL 

•KofC Ladies Aux. Coat/Blanket Collection / 6:30 p.m. / EC 

•Advent Vespers / 7 p.m. / Church 

 
Wednesday, December 18 
•Legion of Mary / 9:30 a.m. / CRW 

•Cantor Rehearsal / 6 p.m. / Church 

•The Bible Timeline / 6:30 p.m. / EC 

•Adult Choir Rehearsal / 7 p.m. / Church 

 
Thursday, December 19 
•Thursday Prayer and Bible Study / 10 a.m. / CRW 

 
Friday, December 20 
•Dessert Drop Off / 3 p.m. / EC 

 
Saturday, December 21 
•Trenton Soup Kitchen / 8 a.m. / Meet at Church Parking Lot  

 

Sunday, December 22 
•AA Meeting / 7 p.m. / PMR 

•Decorate Church for Christmas / 7 p.m. / Church 

SML Room Abbreviations 
CRL = Conference Room Left 

CRR = Conference Room Right 
CRW = Conference Room Whole 

EC– Emmaus Center 
JRE = Jackson Rd. Entrance in Church 

PCR = Prep Conference Room 
PMR = Parish Meeting Room 

SA = School Auditorium 

SC = School Chapel  

Advent Vespers  - December 17 
Join deacon candidate, Tom McDonald, for Vespers at 
7:00 p.m. in the daily Mass chapel in the church on 

Jackson Road. The prayer takes approximately 25 minutes. 
Handouts with the prayers of the day will be provided.  

Staff Christmas Dinner 

Last Sunday’s  

Childrens Mass  

Christmas Mass Schedule 
 

Christmas Eve, December 24th 
3:00 p.m. 

5:00 p.m. Children’s Mass featuring 
Gospel Re-Enactment, Children’s Choir 

7:00 p.m. 
9:00 p.m. featuring 

Festival Choir with Brass Accompaniment 
Midnight 

 

Christmas Day, December 25th 
8:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 11:30 a.m. 

Glory to God Prayer Group  
Meets every Tuesday from 7:30 p.m. to 9:00 

p.m. at the home of Marianne Perkins  
(609) 760-9221/marnperk@gmail.com 


