


 

THE RITE OF ELECTION 
 

Entrance: (Music/Hymn)  

Entrance Procession: Bishop with assisting ministers                 

Bishop removes miter and sets aside crozier before entering the sanctuary does not 

kiss altar. 

 

Bishop: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

All: Amen. 

Bishop: Peace be with you. 

All: And with your spirit. 

 

(Optional brief introduction or welcome by host pastor) 

Bishop: Let us pray: 

 O God, who though you are ever the cause 

 of the salvation of the human race 

 now gladden your people with grace 

 in still greater measure, 

 look mercifully, we pray, upon your chosen ones, 

 that your compassionate and protecting help 

 may defend both those yet to be born anew 

 and those already reborn. 

 Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

 who lives and reigns with you 

 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

 one God, for ever and ever.   Amen. 

 

Bishop sits and receives miter. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Sacred Scripture Taken from 1st Week of Lent 

First Reading  

Responsorial Psalm 

Second Reading  

Lenten Gospel Acclamation 

 

Deacon/pastor asks for Bishop’s blessing & goes straight to ambo (no gospel 

procession).   

Bishop removes miter and stands.  

Bishop receives crozier after the signing and holds it for the proclamation of the 

Gospel. 

 

Gospel Deacon 

Homily Bishop  

 

 

CELEBRATION OF ELECTION 

 

Presentation of the Catechumens 

     Bishop is seated with miter. 

 

Presenter  Most Reverend Father, Easter is drawing near, and so these 

Catechumens, whom I now present to you, are completing 

their period of preparation. They have found strength in 

God’s grace and support in our community’s prayers and 

example.  Now they ask that after the celebration of the 

Scrutinies, they be allowed to participate in the sacraments of 

Baptism, Confirmation and the Eucharist. 

 

Deacon  Catechumens, who are to be chosen in Christ, please stand 

together with your godparents as your name is called.  
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The Catechumens stand with their godparents as they are named, and remain standing until all 

from their parish have been called, when all are called from that parish they sit. 

 

Affirmation of the Catechumens by Godparents and the Assembly 

 

Deacon All Godparents and Catechumens, please now stand. 

     Bishop is seated with miter.    

Bishop   God’s holy Church wishes to know whether these 

Catechumens are sufficiently prepared to be enrolled 

among the elect for the coming celebration of Easter.  

And, so I speak first of all to you their godparents.   

 

   Have they faithfully listened to the word of God 

proclaimed by the Church?   

 

Godparents  They have. 

 

Bishop   Have they responded to that word and begun to walk in 

God’s presence?  

 

Godparents  They have. 

 

Bishop   Have they shared the company of their Christian 

brothers and sisters and joined with them in prayer?   

 

Godparents   They have. 

 

The Bishop addresses the assembly: 

Bishop   And, now, I speak to you, my brothers and sisters in 

this assembly: Are you ready to support the testimony 

expressed about these  Catechumens and include them 

in your prayer and affection as we move toward Easter?   
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All    We are. 

 

Invitation and Enrollment of Names 

 

The Bishop addresses the Catechumens:    

Bishop   And, now, my dear Catechumens, I address you.  Your 

own godparents and teachers have spoken in your favor.  

The Church in the name of Christ accepts their judgment 

and calls you to the Easter sacraments.   

 

   Since you have already heard the call of Christ, you must 

now express your response to that call clearly and in the 

presence of the whole Church.   

 

   Therefore, do you wish to enter fully into the life of the 

Church through the sacraments of Baptism, 

Confirmation and the Eucharist?    

   

Catechumens   We do. 

 

Bishop   Then offer your names for enrollment.  

  

Bishop moves to designated place to sign the books.  MC moves podium to 

appropriate place and presents the pen to him. 

 

A representative from each community comes forward with their Book of the Elect 

and hands it to the Bishop saying:      

These are the names of the Catechumens from the parish of (N). 

The bishop signs each book and returns it to the presenter, who returns to his or 

her place.  

(Music during the signing) 

After the signing of all the books, the bishop returns to the chair. 

Catechumens and godparents should still be standing 
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Act of Admission or Election 

 

Bishop receives crozier 

 

Bishop   I now declare you to be members of the Elect, to be 

initiated into the  sacred mysteries at the Easter Vigil.   

    

Elect    Thanks be to God. 

 

Bishop   God is always faithful to those he calls:  now it is your 

duty, as it is ours, both to be faithful to him in return 

and to strive courageously to reach the fullness of truth, 

which your election opens up before you. 

Bishop sets aside crozier 

 

The Bishop instructs the godparents: 

   Godparents, you have spoken in favor of these 

catechumens:  accept them now as chosen in the Lord and 

continue to sustain them through your loving care and 

example, until they come to share in the sacraments of 

God’s life.  
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CELEBRATION OF THE CALL TO CONTINUING CONVERSION 

 

Presentation of the Candidates 

 

     Candidates for full communion are presented to the Bishop.   

     Bishop remains seated during the calling of the names. 

 

Presenter  Most Rev. Father, I now present to you the candidates who 

are preparing to be received into the full communion of the 

Catholic Church.  They too have found strength in God’s 

grace and support in our community’s prayers and example.  

Now they ask that after this Lenten season, they be admitted 

to Confirmation and the Eucharist. 

 

Deacon    Those who desire to participate fully in the sacramental life 

of the Church, please stand with your sponsor as your name 

is called.  

 

The candidates stand with their sponsors as their names are called, by parish, after 

each parish is called they sit. 

 

Affirmation of Candidates by Sponsors and the Assembly 

 

     Bishop seated with miter. 

Deacon Sponsors and Candidates, please stand. 

 

Bishop   The Christian life and the demands that flow from the 

sacraments  cannot be taken lightly.  Therefore, before 

granting these Candidates their request to share fully in 

the Church’s sacraments, it is important that the Church 

hear the testimony of their sponsors about their readiness.   
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   Now, I ask you, the sponsors of these Candidates: Have 

they faithfully listened to the apostles’ instruction 

proclaimed by the Church?  

    

Sponsors     They have. 

 

Bishop   Have they come to a deeper appreciation of their 

baptism, in which they were joined to Christ and his 

Church?  

    

Sponsors     They have. 

 

Bishop   Have they reflected sufficiently on the tradition of the 

Church, which is their heritage, and joined their 

brothers and sisters in prayer? 

    

Sponsors     They have. 

 

Bishop   Have they advanced in a life of love and service of 

others?   

   

Sponsors     They have. 

 

Bishop   And, now, I speak to you, my brothers and sisters in 

this assembly: 

   Are you ready to support the testimony expressed about 

these Candidates and  include them in your prayer and 

affection as we move toward Easter? 

    

All     We are. 
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Act of Recognition 

   Bishop receives crozier 

 

Bishop   Dear Candidates, the Church recognizes your desire to be 

sealed with the gifts of the Holy Spirit and to have a place 

at Christ’s Eucharistic table.  Join with us this Lent in a 

spirit of repentance. Hear the Lord’s call to conversion 

and be faithful to your baptismal covenant. 

 

Candidates    Thanks be to God. 

 

Bishop sets aside crozier 

 

Bishop   Sponsors, continue to support these Candidates with 

your guidance and concern.  May they see in you a love 

for the Church and a sincere desire for doing good.  Lead 

them this Lent to the joys of the Easter mysteries. 

    

 

  Intercessions for the Elect and the Candidates 

 

Deacon   All Please stand. 

Bishop removes miter 

Bishop   My brothers and sisters, in beginning this period of Lent, 

we look forward to celebrating at Easter the life-giving 

mysteries of our Lord’s suffering, death, and 

resurrection. These elect and candidates, whom we bring 

with us to the Easter sacraments, will look to us for an 

example of Christian renewal.  Let us pray to the Lord for 

them and for ourselves, that we may be renewed by one 

another’s efforts and together come to share the joys of 

Easter. 

 

 



 

9 
 

 

Deacon 

 

1. That these elect and candidates may find joy in daily prayer, we 

pray:  

R/. Lord, hear our prayer 

2. That they may read your word and joyfully dwell on it in their 

hearts, we pray: 

 R/. Lord, hear our prayer 

3. That they may humbly acknowledge their faults and work 

wholeheartedly to correct them, we pray: 

 R/. Lord, hear our prayer 

4. That they may abstain with courage from everything that defiles 

the heart, we pray: 

 R/. Lord, hear our prayer 

5. That they may grow to love and seek virtue and holiness of life, 

we pray: 

 R/. Lord, hear our prayer 
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PRAYER OVER THE ELECT AND THE CANDIDATES 

 

 

Bishop  Lord God,  

  you created the human race 

  and are the author of its renewal. 

 

  Bless all your adopted children 

  and add these chosen ones  

  to the harvest of your new covenant. 

 

  As true children of the promise, 

  may they rejoice in eternal life, 

  won, not by the power of nature, 

  but through the mystery of your grace. 

  We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 

 

Bishop receives miter. 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

[Announcements if appropriate are made at this time]  

There is no final blessing, but rather…. 

 

Deacon   Go in peace, and may the Lord remain with you always. 

 

All   Thanks be to God.     

 

Bishop receives crozier 

 

Recessional Hymn 
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