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Christmas: 

Nativity of 

the Lord 



Christ child should be the center of your Christmas 
NOTE: The following letter was published in the December 15, 2016 edition of The 
Catholic Spirit, the official newspaper of the Diocese of Metuchen.

 

 
At Christmas one of the most faith-filled scenes that can be found in homes, 
churches, and communities throughout the world is the Nativity, a reminder 
that Christmas should be centered on the birth of Christ and Christ should be 
the center of our lives. 

     It was St. Francis of Assisi, for whom our cathedral is named, who is credited with having created the first Nativity 
scene. He had a deep devotion to the Infant Jesus and on Christmas eve 1223 re-created the first live Nativity scene 
in a cave outside the town of Greccio, Italy.   
     What St. Francis wanted to do was to help people see with their bodily eyes what Jesus' original coming was like. 
He wanted people to realize that the Babe of Bethlehem, the name he called the Infant Jesus, was born in poverty, 
humility and simplicity. So, with the help of a friend and landowner, Giovanni Velita, St. Francis constructed a manger, 
filled it with hay, and brought in an ox and donkey from a local farm. Then, he and his Franciscan brothers invited all 
the townspeople to come to the manger on Christmas eve. That night, they lit candles, sang songs and then had 
Mass at the manger he had built - and St. Francis, since he was a deacon, sang the Gospel of Christ's birth, and he 
preached about the birth of the poor king, born in Bethlehem, in a manger, like the one they were standing in. 
Contrary to our custom and popular belief, St. Francis used no statues of Jesus or Mary or the baby Jesus - nor did 
he recruit live actors to play those parts; he used no shepherds or angels or wise men, nor kings.    
     St. Francis' friend, Thomas of Celana, wrote in his journal that Christmas eve before going to bed, "Greccio was 
transformed into a second Bethlehem, and that night, wonderful night, seemed like the fullest day to both man and 
beast for the joy they felt at the renewing of the mystery...." Having lived in Rome for almost 20 years, Greccio was a 
place I enjoyed visiting, and it gratefully maintains that spiritual atmosphere to this day.   
     In homes everywhere families carry out the tradition of setting up their Nativity with the Blessed Mother, St. 
Joseph, shepherds, ox and donkey. In Rome, on the third Sunday of Advent, there is a beautiful tradition that the 
children of Rome bring the "bambinelli" (baby Jesus from their Nativity scenes) to St. Peter's Square for the Holy 
Father to bless them. It is a sea of bambinelli, and a beautiful sight. The Roman children then place the Infant Jesus 
in the manager in their homes on Christmas eve.   
     Yes, I'm sure we all have our memories of how the Nativity has had an impact on our life. I have my memories of 
Greccio and the third Sunday of Advent blessings by the Holy Father, and another one which occurred when I arrived 
in Rome as a seminarian. One of the first things we did was to go out to visit the Catacombs of Santa Priscilla on the 
Via Salaria. In there is a fresco from the 200's. It is of the Blessed Mother with the infant Jesus resting His head on 
her. There is a man standing next to her and he is pointing upward to a star which for the Jewish people is a symbol 
for the Messiah. The fresco is the earliest representation that we have of the Blessed Mother. It also tells the story of 
the mystery of the incarnation, of Mary becoming the mother of our Savior, and the fulfillment of the Divine promise 
for a Messiah.  
     I remember being struck that the fresco was the oldest image of Our Lady. I thought, too, about the people in the 
third century who were here in this catacomb painting this picture to commemorate our faith. I remember thinking how 
blessed we are to celebrate Christmas in freedom, even though in many places throughout the world Christians are 
not allowed to do so. Indeed, many refugees today are from places where they are persecuted for being Christians.   
     Pope Francis talked about the symbolism of the Nativity scene just last Friday when he thanked the donors of this 
year's Vatican Christmas tree which was lit and Nativity scene unveiled on Dec. 9, in St. Peter's Square. He said that 
the Nativity scene "set up in churches, in homes and in so many public places are an invitation to make room in our 
life and in society for God, hidden in the face of many persons who are in conditions of hardship, of poverty and of 
tribulation."  
     The Holy Father added, "the crib and the tree are a message of hope and of love, and they help to create a 
favorable Christmas atmosphere to live with faith the mystery of the Birth of the Redeemer, who came on earth with 
simplicity and meekness." He said we should be attracted to the Nativity scene "with the spirit of children, because 
there we understand God's goodness and contemplate His mercy."  
     This Christmas will certainly be another memorable one for me. I am told there is a most beautiful Nativity in our 
Cathedral and I look forward to praying before the Babe of Bethlehem in our little town of Metuchen, and will be 
remembering all of you on my first Christmas with you.  
     It is my prayer that the Christ Child will be the center of your Christmas and life, that each Nativity scene you see 
will give you a sense of wonder and awe, and remind you that Christ should be the center of your life not only at 
Christmas but all year long. A Blessed Christmas to you all!  
 
The Most Reverend James F. Checchio, JCD, MBA 
Bishop of Metuchen  

http://www.catholicspirit.com/
http://www.catholicspirit.com/


 

Bereavement Group          Cheryl Gatti              908-285-0330 

Cemetery Sales           Dick Dorsi 908-380-3321 

Cemetery Concerns           Pat Manfredonia 908-756-6524 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

          Lynn Biviano 908-822-2337 

Covenant Committee           Florence Larkin 908-757-4029 

Fifty-Five + Group           Pat Dorsi 908-917-5709 

Finance Committee           Nancy Finn 908-756-6524 

nancy@stmaryswatchung.org 

Food Pantry Mary Ann & Tony Pangi    732-764-0264  

Food for the Needy (SHIP)  Bob Palasits 908-757-5728 

Knights of Columbus          Richard Blundin 732-371-1093 

 koc@stmaryswatchung.org 

Laudato Sί Study Group     Michael Rotolo         201-826-6246 

                                                            michael.rotolo1@gmail.com 

Liturgical Ministries          Peter D’Angelo 908-963-0436 

 deacon@stmaryswatchung.org 

Making Music -                    Roseann Sicola 908-755-2853 

        Praying Twice              makemusic@stmaryswatchung.org 

Moms & Tots     Paige Jasaitis 908-753-0443 

Morning Prayer Group   Mary Cooper 908-561-0854 

Music Ministry     Suzanne Gallic 908-605-0097 

Pro Life     Anthony Ingrassia, Jr.   732-735-8843 

RCIA/Adult Ed    Anthony Pangi 732-764-0264 

a.pangi@aol.com 

Religious Ed. Grade K-6     Catherine Cooney 908-756-6524 

Religious Ed. Grade 7-8     Sherry Hudzik          908-668-4868 

   & Confirmation Program                          lsbs383@gmail.com 

St. Ann’s Soup Kitchen      Sheryl Szlosek 908-616-2697 

Stewardship Committee     Beth Mattiassi 908-561-0993 

Youth Ministry          Tina Kelly 908-756-6524 

PARISH ORGANIZATION LEADERS 
 

Very Rev. Brian J. Nolan, D. Min., Pastor 
908-756-6524 ext. 12; pastor@stmaryswatchung.org 

 

Rev. Msgr. Eugene Prus, Weekend Assistant 
 

Deacon Peter D’Angelo 
deacon@stmaryswatchung.org 

 

Frank Capobianco, Parish Buildings & Grounds 
building@stmaryswatchung.org 

 

Catherine Cooney, Director of Religious Education 
908-756-6524 ext. 16; ccooney@stmaryswatchung.org 

 

Richard Dorsi, Cemetery Sales 
908-380-3321; cemetery@stmaryswatchung.org 

 

Nancy Finn, Director of Development 
908-756-6524 ext. 14;  nancy@stmaryswatchung.org 

 

Suzanne Gallic, Director of Music 
suzannegallic@gmail.com 

 

Pat Manfredonia, Parish Bookkeeper 
908-756-6524 ext. 17; patm@stmaryswatchung.org 

 

Susan Minogue, Organist 
sminogue37@gmail.com 

 

Nancy Stoll, Parish Secretary 
908-756-6524 ext. 10; parish@stmaryswatchung.org 

PARISH STAFF 

A warm welcome is extended to all who come to St. Mary’s-Stony Hill to join together in this community of worship and 
praise to Almighty God.  We are grateful to our faithful parishioners and welcome our neighbors and guests who visit us 
occasionally.  We want you to know that you are always welcome!  All parishioners should be registered with the parish 
office.  Please notify the parish if you change your address or move out of the parish.   Certificates of eligibility to sponsor at 
Baptism or Confirmation will be given only to registered parishioners who are active and practicing Catholics. 
 

We offer religious education for children of registered parishioners, who attend public school grades Pre-K thru 8.  In 
addition, preparation for the Sacraments of First Penance, First Holy Communion and Confirmation is also provided for 
students who attend Catholic schools. Please check our website or contact the Office of Religious Education for information.  

Due to privacy laws, we are no longer notified when parishioners are admitted to local hospitals.  We are happy to visit sick 
or homebound parishioners when requested by family members.  Please call the parish office to make arrangements.  
Emergency sick calls can be made at anytime by calling the parish office and selecting “9”.  Please only use this option for 
genuine emergencies requiring a priest. 
 

Baptism:  2ND & 4TH SUNDAY:  12:15 pm—Arrangements must be made through the parish office at least one month in 
advance.  Parents must be registered parishioners; sponsors must be practicing Catholics in good standing.  If sponsors are 
from other parishes, a letter of good standing from their pastor is required. 
Reconciliation:  SATURDAY: 3:00-3:45 pm.   Also by appointment. Confessional in the Narthex. 
Marriage:  Please contact the parish office for an appointment at least one year in advance of the planned wedding 
date.    Additional information is available on our parish website: www.stmaryswatchung.org. 

 

SATURDAY VIGIL:  4:00 pm 
 

SUNDAY:  7:30, 9:00 & 11:15 am 
DAILY MASS:   Mon.-Thurs. & Sat.:   7:00 am 
     Fri.:   12:10 pm 
FIRST FRIDAYS:  12:10 pm and 7:00 pm 
  Morning Prayers and the Rosary prayed daily at 8:40 am 

HOLY DAY MASSES:        VIGIL:  7:30 pm 
  DAY:  7:00 am, 12:10 pm & 7:30 pm 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

MASS SCHEDULE 

SACRAMENTS 

WELCOME! 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND 
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Christmas Prayer 
Loving God, Help us remember 
the birth of Jesus, that we may 
share in the song of the angels, 
the gladness of the shepherds 
and worship of the wise men. 
 

Close the door of hate and open 
the door of love all over the 
world.  Let kindness come with 
every gift and good desires with 
every greeting.  Deliver us from 
evil by the blessing which Christ 
brings, and teach us to be merry 
with clear hearts. 
 

May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy 
children, and Christmas evening bring us to our beds 
with grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’ 
sake.  Amen. 
 
 

We wish you and your family 
a beloved and beautiful Christmas! 

 

Epiphany Pageant 

This year, the children of our parish will perform an 
Epiphany Pageant on Saturday, January 7th at 6:00 

p.m.  Any child in grades 2 thru 5 are 
invited to participate.  Please call Cathy 
Cooney (908-756-6524 ext. 16) for more 
information.  Come help us tell the 
Christmas story from the perspective of 
our children.       

 

Knights of Columbus 

Valentine’s Day Dance 

Save the date 
Saturday, February 18th 

7:00—11:30 PM 
(Jacket & Tie) 

Primavera Regency, Stirling 
Cocktail hour, Full course meal, Open bar 
$220 per couple ($125 individual tickets) 

Proceeds to benefit KoC charities 

 

 
Wedding Banns  

Second Time  
Alexia Molion & Justin Fedje 

 

 



St. Mary’s-Stony Hill, Watchung 

 

Annual Coat Drive to benefit 

St. Anne’s Soup Kitchen 

Bring new or gently used coats, hats, gloves & 
scarves and make a difference in the 
lives of those less fortunate.  All 
donations are being collected in the 
parish office.   There is a box in the 
vestibule, so donations  may be 
dropped off at any time.  Thank you!    

 

Thank you and may God bless you for your 
continued support of our parish! 

 

Parish Offertory Collection (Excludes WeShare) 
 

Due to the accelerated bulletin publication schedule, 
the December 17-18 collection amounts will be 
published in next week’s bulletin.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

Stewardship Reflection 

The German poet Goethe claimed: “Whatever is not 
used is but a load to bear!”  God has gifted us with 
many blessings:  the hours of each day, our 
individual and corporate talents, some financial 
resources.  When we use these blessings to fulfill 
the vision and mission of the Gospel, a graced joy 
sweeps through our lives.  However, when we 
refuse to share our gifts, we are weighed down and 
life becomes ponderous, if not actually depressing.  
Let us use well the gifts God has given to us and 
walk lightly and freely in the way of the Lord.  

 

Bus Trip to the Rally for Life in Trenton 
The Diocese of Metuchen’s Office of 
Respect for Life will be running a bus trip to 
the Rally for Life in Trenton, NJ on Monday, 
January 23, 2017.  The bus ride is free of 
charge, but since space is limited all 
passengers must reserve their seats.  
Passengers will board the bus at the 
Diocesan Center in Piscataway at 9:30 am.  
The Rally at the State House begins at 11:00 am 
and ends at 1:00 pm.  The bus will bring everyone 
back to the Diocesan Center between 2:00-2:30 pm.  
If you have any questions or would like to reserve a 
seat, please  email amarshall@diometuchen.org or 
call 732-562-1990 ext. 1543 or 1629. 

Marriage Encounter 

For a truly meaningful Christmas 
present, one that lasts long after the 
decorations have been put away, 
why not give your spouse the gift of a 
Marriage Encounter Weekend?  A 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend gives you the time and 
tools to revitalize romance, deepen 
communication, and nourish the spirituality in your 
marriage.  The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend will be held January 13 - 15.  Early 
registration is advisable as space is limited.  Phone 
1-732-904-9636 for registration and information.  
Visit us at: www.aweekendforyourmarriage.org for 
more information. 

Spanish Speaking Deacon Recruiting 

Is Now Underway 
The Diocese is looking for faith-filled Spanish-
speaking men who are interested in becoming 
Permanent Deacons.  A General Information 
meeting will take place at the St. John Neuman 
Pastoral Center in Piscataway in January 2017.  If 
you believe you are being called to this ministry, you 
should speak with your pator and ask that he 
recommend you to the Diocesan Diaconate Office 
(732-243-4586), skern@diometuchen.org.  Once he 
has done that, you and if married your wife, will be 
invited to attend the General Information meeting.  
In the meantime, if you have questions about the 
diaconate, feel free to speak with your pastor about 
it or call the Diaconate Office. 
 

Holy Hour for Priests 
A holy hour for priests will be held on Sunday, 
January 22, 2017 at 3:00 pm at the St. John 
Neumann Center in Piscataway.  All are welcome.  
For more information, call 732-765-6438 or go to 
diometuchen.org/evangelization. 
 IN AND AROUND THE DIOCESE OF METUCHEN 

Your Sacrificial Offering 

 

Vocations Prayer 
     Heavenly Father, bless your Church with an 
abundance of holy and zealous priests, deacons, 
brothers and sisters. 
     Give those you are called to the married state and 
those you have chosen to live as single persons in 
the world, the special graces their lives require. 
     Form us all in the likeness of your Son so that in 
him, with him and through him, we may love you 
always and everywhere. 
     With Mary we ask this through Christ our Lord.   

      Amen.. 



December 25, 2016 

 

TABERNACLE CANDLE BURNING 
 

December 23 - 29 
Christmas Blessings Grace & Glory 

 
  

 
 
 
 
Rolando Ablan 
Agapito Aquino 
Joseph M. Angeleri 
Eloy  Bello 
Rose Bello Buono 
David Bestwick 
Anthony Addario 
Annabella Biondo 
Anda Braun 
Diane Brown 
Genna Camiolo 
Marion Caparaso 
Brian Carpenter 
Lorena D’Amato 
Calvin David 
Gregory Frisoli 
Denise Gilmartin 
Barbara Giordano 
Jennifer Gonzalez 
Robert Gonzalez 
Andrew Greiwe 
Anthony Gottlick 
Eric Hartman 

  
  
  
  
 
 
 
  
 
Hans Hendriks 
Laura Hinkley 
Federico Jarantilla 
Doris Kratson 
Donna Kugelman 
Eric LeGrand 
Anthony Leone 
Veronica March 
Kesla Marie Martinez 
Daniel McCaffrey 
Grace Mitchell 
Brenda Mittenhuber 
Clare Murphy 
John Oborne 
Donna Palardy 
Concetta Palasits 
Rolando Severino 
Karen Shanahan 
Rose Simone 
Frank Skopowski 
Bessie Sullivan 
Marie Summa 
Emma Szanicz 
Richard Walters 

 
 

     PRAY FOR 
Those in the Military… 
May God bless you 
for  your service: 

  
L. Cpl. Joseph Butrico,  
   USMC 
Corp. Michael F. Hogan, 
   USM 
Pvt. David Lavery, USMC 
Edward Paul Louis, USA 
Eric Marsjanik, USN 
Eric Merkle, USAF  
Capt.  Jason Milbrandt,  
   USMC 
Chaplain Robert Monagle, 
   USAF 
Sgt. Patrick Noll USMC 
P.F.C. Clifton Sallach 
Pvt. Jonathan Sims, Natl 
   Gd. 
Capt. Daniel Szurick, 
   USMC 
Major John Voorhees,   
   USA 

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

For The Week 
 

MONDAY, December 26, 2016 
Saint Stephen 

Readings:  Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Mt. 10:17-22 

 12:10 p.m. Christopher Brian 
 

 
TUESDAY, December 27 

Saint John 
Readings:  1 Jn. 1:1-4/Jn. 20:1a, 2-8 

  7:00 a.m. John Waldron 
 

 
WEDNESDAY, December 28 

The Holy Innocents 
Readings:  1 Jn. 1:5-2:2/Mt. 2:13-18 

  7:00 a.m. Edward Kredatus 
 
 

THURSDAY, December 29 
St. Thomas Becket 

Readings:  1 Jn. 2:3-11/Lk. 2:22-35 

  7:00 a.m. George Ripley, Jr. 

 
FRIDAY, December 30 

The Holy Family:  Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
Readings:  Sir. 3:2-6, 12-14/Mt. 2:13-15, 19-23 

12 :10 p.m. Duke & Lena Dorsi 
 
 

 
SATURDAY MORNING, December 31 

Saint Sylvester I 
Readings:  1 Jn. 2:18-21/Jn. 1:1-18 

 7:00 a.m. Ann Gugliemetti 
 

 
SATURDAY EVENING, December 31 
Vigil of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

Readings:  Num. 6:22-27/Gal. 4:4-7/Lk. 2:16-21 

 4:00 p.m. For the Intentions of All Families 
  

 
SUNDAY, January 1, 2017 

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
Readings:  Num. 6:22-27/Gal. 4:4-7/Lk. 2:16-21 

 7:30 a.m. For a New Year of Peace 
 9:00 a.m. For a New Year of Peace 
11:15 a.m. For Peace Around the World 

A time to heal... 
Let us pray for  
the sick: 

Mass Servers 
Dec. 31-Jan 1 

“Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to 
you good news of great joy…”       - Lk. 2:11 

MASS READER EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTER 

ALTAR 
SERVER 

Saturday 
4:00pm 

S. Rienzi V. DeVito 
A. Fennelley 
C. King 
M. Villa 

D. Petersen 
N. Villa 

Sunday, 
7:30am 

D. 
Wellbrock 

C. Schultzbank 
J. Eisele 

Open 

9:00am L. Latore L. Grubman 
P. Janusz 
B. Tozzi 

D. Sarrico 
D. Tse 

11:15am L. Munoz M. Hanlon 
S. C. Munoz 
T. Pangi 

E. Savatta 
J. Savatta 
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Sharing the Gospel 
 

 

Mary and Joseph put all their trust in God. Once they found out 
what God wanted, they did it. God wanted Mary to have a special 
baby, and she said "yes" to God. God wanted Joseph to be a 
good husband and father, and Joseph said "yes" to God. When 
that special baby from God was finally born, Joseph named him 
Jesus. One day God would ask Jesus to save the world from sin 
on the cross, and Jesus would say "yes" to God. 

 

 


