Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

Lk 2:16-21

	The Church has made an interesting decision in choosing the Gospel reading for this solemnity of Mary, the most ancient of the feasts dedicated to her.  

	What’s interesting or unusual is that at the center of most of our gospel is not Mary; there’s a single verse in which she figures. “And Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart” (v. 19).  For the most part, it’s the shepherds who tended their flocks in the fields around Bethlehem who take centerstage.  

	But is this such an odd choice of reading? Aren’t the shepherds imitators of Mary?  Aren’t their actions a reflection of Mary’s own response when an angel revealed to her the identity of the child in her womb, the child now “lying in the manger” (v. 16)? 

When the angel Gabriel announces that the Savior of the world is within her, Mary’s response is to act, and the object of her action is to proclaim.  “Mary set out and travelled to the hill country in haste … where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth” (Lk 1:39-40). It was no ordinary greeting, for Mary’s appearance and the Holy Spirit informed Elizabeth that the long-awaited Savior had come.  “How does this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?” (v. 43).

In the same way, the revelation of the angels to the shepherds inspires action, whose object is proclamation. “They made known the message that had been told them about this child,” with the result that “all who heard it were amazed by what had been told them” (vs. 17-18),”
 
	Faith in the Good News that the eternal Word became flesh and has made his dwelling among us (Jn 1:14), is not meant to be selfishly guarded; it is meant to be proclaimed, in word and especially in action. We, each of us, are meant to proclaim the faith that has been given to us not by our merit but as gift, and to share it especially with those who need it most: those who do not feel the need to walk with Jesus, those who walk in the darkness of illness, poverty, loneliness, despair.

	Today’s Solemnity, which calls our attention to the loving mother who is always interceding for us, is a comforting one.  But it also challenges: in the new year just begun, in this this Jubilee Year of reconciliation, we are called to reconcile by our proclamation of Jesus Christ those in our everyday spheres of influence who need to hear it, or mostly need to be reminded of the One who is humanity’s only way and truth and life (Jn 14:6).

	May the Holy Mother of God, patroness of our parish, help us in this task throughout all the days of this new year. 
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