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We adore Thee, O Christ, and we praise 
Thee, Because by Thy Holy Cross Thou hast         

redeemed the world. 
We adore Thee, O Christ, and we praise 

Thee, Because by Thy Holy Cross Thou hast         
redeemed the world. 

Ninth Station – Jesus Falls the Third Time 
   
 
 
 
The third temptation on the mount was the 
temptation, not of the flesh or the world, but 
of the devil himself, asking Our Blessed Lord 

to fall down and adore him, promising He would be  
given all the kingdoms of the earth. But Jesus said to 
him: “Begone, Satan, for it is written: ‘The Lord thy 
God shalt thou adore, and Him only shalt thou serve.'” 
There have been countless occasions in my life when I 
exchanged the priceless treasure of Thy grace for the 
toy of some passing pleasure. Unlike Christ, I have  
believed the devil’s lies, and bartered eternity for time, 
peace for remorse, and the freedom of the children of 
God for the terrible slavery of sin. And each time I have 
learned that whereas Satan promises the pleasure of 
his kingdom, he actually gives only his barren desert of 
unhappiness and pain. 
 
 
Many 
times, dear Jesus, I promised Thee, after having fallen 
by the flesh and the world, I would never fall again. 
This, Thy third fall, dear Jesus, is a witness that I have 
fallen by the snares of the devil, but by rising again 
Thou hast given me another pledge of hope. Thou hast 
taught me now that there are two classes of    people in 
the world: those who fall and stay down, and those who 
fall and get up again. By this third fall, Thou hast  
purchased for me the grace of rising again. Never let 
me fall again. The devil would give the world to have 
my soul; Thou art giving Thy very life to have it.   

Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God, That we may 
be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God, That we may 
be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

The Fulton Sheen meditations can  
be found beginning with the March 6th 

bulletin, which is available at  
https://www.stmarysnavilleton.com/bulletins 

Therefore, dear Jesus, it must be worth saving! O help me 
save it. 
Tenth Station – Jesus is Stripped of His Garments 
 
   
       
      God’s dealing with man has been a continuous 
     process of overflowing goodness. The first  
     overflowing was giving things existence, and that 
was creation; the second was the over-flowing of the secrets 
of His love, and that was revelation. Finally, love, which knows 
no limits, exhausted itself in the Incarnation, for here in the    
language of Paul, “He emptied Himself,” cast His glory into the 
background, and took upon Himself the form and habit of 
man.  Now on the hill of Calvary, Jesus wills not only to empty    
Himself of His Divine glory, but even the least of His earthly 
possessions. The Heavenly Vagabond, who had nowhere to lay 
His head, is now stripped of His garments, so that in death He 
might have nothing but give all, and thus be utterly empty. 
 
 
 
But, Jesus, love is reciprocal, and every emptying implies a 
filling. If Thou hast emptied Thyself by giving us divine life, 
was it not because I should be filled by it? Grant, then, dear 
Jesus, that I may be emptied of selfishness, and filled with Thy 
charity; emptied of sins, and filled with Thy grace; emptied of 
earthliness, and filled with heavenliness. Strip me of the    
garments which are worldly, and clothe me with the white 
robe of baptism, so that through the poverty of earthly things, 
I may become rich. Strengthen me to repay Thy life of     
emptying by my love of sacrifice, and by filling up in my body 
the sufferings which are wanting to Thy Passion, O Christ! 


