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HOMILY FOR THE 14TH SUNDAY OT, CYCLE C (2019)

As you drive up and down the bayous during this summer season one thing you see a
lot of is growing sugar cane.

We who live in this region of south Louisiana know that in just a few months that sugar cane
will be harvested.

The many people in the industry including the farmers, the harvesters, the transporters, those
who work in the mills and many more people will become very busy once the crop is ripe for
harvest.

It takes a lot of different people working together to harvest the crop and turn it into sugar for
the market.

Today’s Gospel reading tells us of a harvest of a different kind: the harvest of people for
God’s Kingdom.

Jesus has embarked upon his journey to Jerusalem; earlier he had sent the Twelve on a mission
to prepare people for his coming.

Now he sends out 72 disciples to prepare the towns and villages he is about to enter for his
coming.

The number 72 was symbolic of the entirety of the known world in Jesus’ day.

What the sending says is that Jesus’ mission to bring the good news of salvation is not meant
only for his own people, but for all people in the world.

This mission in the context of Luke’s Gospel anticipates the world-wide mission which the
original followers of Jesus and even disciples of theirs undertake in Acts of the Apostles.

Jesus tells the disciples to pray to God, the master of the harvest, to provide laborers.

Just as it would be a shame for a crop of healthy sugar cane to go to waste because there were
no workers to harvest it, so the same is true of people who are ripe for entrance into the
Kingdom.

Knowing human nature however, Jesus cautions them that they are always to
remember that the mission is about God’s harvest.

They are not let anything distract them from that mission.
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When they experience “good results” they are not to become smugly satisfied, but rather must
always remember that they are able to do good works because they have been graced by the
Father’s favor.

While the harvest is great, they can nevertheless expect challenges and even outright rejection.

They are not to be dissuaded by such experiences, but rather to let the eternal Judge take care
of the situation.

The work of evangelization and sanctification of the world in the early Church was not
exclusively that of its leaders.

In Acts of the Apostles we see the deacons Stephen and Philip proclaiming the Gospel, and
Aquila and his wife Priscilla working with Paul in his mission.

While during the Middle Ages and up to the mid 20th Century we lost a sense of the work of the
laity in the Church’s mission, the Second Vatican Council recaptured and gave impetus to that
very important concept.

One of the sixteen documents produced by the Council Fathers was the Decree on the
Apostolate of the Laity.

In that document the Council Fathers said: “The apostolate of the laity derives from their
Christian vocation and the Church can never be without it.”

The Council Fathers also described the laity’s role in the Church’s mission as follows: 

[The laity] exercise the apostolate in fact by their activity directed to the
evangelization and sanctification of men and to the penetrating and perfecting
of the temporal order through the spirit of the Gospel....Since the laity, in
accordance with their state of life, live in the midst of the world and its
concerns, they are called by God to exercise their apostolate in the world like
leaven, with the ardor of the spirit of Christ.

The idea of the laity contributing toward the Church’s mission is not just a good idea,
but is essential to the mission of the Church today.

According to the Gospel reading, Jesus recognizes in his own ministry that he as a human being
cannot address all of the needs the people whose towns he is approaching, so he sends out
missionaries.

The early Church in Acts comes to the same conclusion; so to bring the good news to “the ends
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of the earth,” as Jesus commanded his disciples to do, more of the members of the Church
than the leaders would have to be sent.

There is a number of ways that the Council Fathers describe the involvement of the laity
in the Church’s mission.

The first and perhaps most important thing we bring into the world is our Christian selves.

Just by living our lives faithful to the teaching of Jesus in the midst of a world that does not
always accept Jesus’ way is the means by which we can be the leaven in the mass of dough,
which is the world.

To be leaven in the mass of dough is to say that we have a positive effect on the people around
us, at the workplace or the market or anywhere else we encounter others.

The Council Fathers describe the laity’s effect upon the world well when they say, “Impelled by
divine charity, [the laity] do good to all men, especially to those of the household of the faith
(cf. Gal. 6:10), laying aside "all malice and all deceit and pretense, and envy, and all slander" (1
Peter 2:1), and thereby they draw men to Christ.”

The laity can have an evangelizing and sanctifying effect upon especially those with
whom they share something in common.

I have a special ministry toward musicians of all kinds, because I am a musician.

People can bring the good news to people who share their profession; and you can do so for
the people who are in your neighborhood.

In high school students are exposed to many confusing philosophies of life and are tempted to
experiment with them.

In college students are pondering these philosophies even more deeply and starting to make
decisions about their lives and their careers.

Students who are people of faith have an inroad to minister to their fellow students and help
them to make life choices that will lead to joy, peace and ultimately salvation.

The apostolate of the laity is not limited to the immediate circles of their lives, but to
the world at large.

It is important that all of us be involved in promoting issues such as social justice and the
respect for human life.
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In the Decree on the Apostolate of the Laity the Council Fathers cited a verse from
today’s Gospel reading to make a very important point about the apostolate:

Once again He sends them into every town and place where He will come (cf.
Luke 10:1) so that they may show that they are co-workers in the various forms
and modes of the one apostolate of the Church, which must be constantly
adapted to the new needs of our times. Ever productive as they should be in the
work of the Lord, they know that their labor in Him is not in vain 


