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As a young boy I remember traveling the highways with my family both on local trips to
New Orleans and on longer trips for vacation.

One thing I remember is seeing the banks of the highways littered with paper and plastic
products.

It was common to see people traveling throwing out of the car window the bags that had held
their hamburgers, fries and drinks.

I remember that one day when we were traveling I asked my father if I could throw a bag out
of the car, and my father said, “No, they don’t want you to do that any more.”

At the time I did not understand why, but it was no use arguing because I knew my father
wouldn’t let me do it anyway.

As I grew older I learned about the anti-litter campaign through TV commercials, and
was taught ecology in elementary school science classes.

At some point I became attracted to the spirituality of St. Francis of Assisi and I came to a
deeper understanding about why it is necessary to care for the earth.

Through the beauty and wonder of a created world and the interdependence of the various
elements of nature God reveals himself to us.

To care for God’s creation is a way of praising and thanking God that is essential to our faith-
lives.

Pope Francis has declared every September 1st to be the World Day of Prayer for the
Care of Creation.

The Holy Father explained that he created this observance “to offer individual believers and
communities a fitting opportunity to reaffirm their personal vocation to be stewards of
creation, to thank God for the wonderful handiwork which he has entrusted to our care, and to
implore his help for the protection of creation as well as his pardon for the sins committed
against the world in which we live.”

The Scriptures contain foundations upon which we can base our theology of ecological
justice.
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The first two chapters of the book of Genesis consist of two different creation stories.

The first depicts God creating by putting a chaotic universe into order.

Each of the elements of creation, light, water, heavenly luminaries, vegetation, animal life and
finally human life has a purpose.

Each of these elements is interdependent, and as long as the balance among them is held
together the universe remains in order.

The second story emphasizes the close relationship between human beings and the
world that they inhabit.

The man God creates is fashioned from the ground, and the fact that the Hebrew words for
human being and ground, eâdâm and eãdâmâh, are very close in sound and spelling indicates
the relationship between the human being and the earth he inhabits.

God’s motive for creating a human being is that God needs him to till the soil.

By doing so, the human being cooperates with God in perpetuating the ongoing process of
creation by bringing forth more life, both plant and animal, upon the earth.

Human wickedness unravels the order of creation and God destroys the wicked of the
earth by means of a flood.

But God preserves a remnant of humans, plants and animals to carry on creation.

God declares that never again will he destroy the earth by means of a flood, and if God enjoins
himself to preserve the earth perpetually, should not humans be committed to do the same.

The Gospel reading we heard today comes from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount in
Matthew’s Gospel.

Jesus’ main point here is that we can learn from the way God provides for animals such as birds
and adorns the earth with the beauty of flowers and other plants that we need not be anxious
for the necessities of life to the extent that we neglect our faith.

But if we look at the parables of the Birds of the Air and the Lillies of the Field in and of
themselves we find a message that relates to the care of creation.

God has crafted nature in such a way that through natural processes birds are fed and the
earth is adorned with beauty.
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Should the balance of nature be disturbed, the processes which hold creation together would
be unraveled and there would be an adverse effect on life.

And so, the Holy Father, who took as his papal name that of the saint who urged us to
see in the beauty of creation the image of the creator and the responsibility to care for what
God has made, exhorts us to follow Saint Francis’ example.

Pope Francis made several observations about the ill effects of ecological complacency in his
encyclical, Laudato Si, Praise to You.

Pollution leads to a variety of health hazards and endangers the food supply.

With regard to climate change, the Holy Father observes: “Humanity is called to recognize the
need for changes of lifestyle, production and consumption, in order to combat [global]
warming or at least the human causes which produce or aggravate it.”

What is happening to the earth impinges on issues of social justice, as climate change affects
the livelihood of people around the globe.

Sometimes we fail to realize that the availability of water, which we take for granted here in
the United States, is hard to come by for people of other cultures.

The concept of caring for creation entails a long-standing principle of faith that many of us
grew up with–don’t be wasteful; be mindful of the needs of others, and not only of others
today, but of our children, grandchildren and future descendants into the centuries ahead of
us.

Pope Francis points out that the human environment and the natural environment deteriorate
together, and it is especially the poor who suffer when this happens.

In 1991 the U. S. Bishops, in their document, Renewing the Earth: An Invitation to
Reflection and Action on Environment in Light of Catholic Social Teaching, offered some
practical ideas to various groups of people in society as to how they can promote care for
creation.

They challenge members of our church:

to examine our life-styles, behaviors, and policies–individually and
institutionally–to see how we contribute to the destruction or neglect of the
environment and how we might assist in its protection and restoration. 

They urge celebrants and liturgy committees to incorporate themes into prayer and
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worship that emphasize our responsibility to protect all of God's creation and to
organize prayerful celebrations of creation on feast days honoring St. Francis and St.
Isidore.

Maybe what we all need to do, that we don’t often do anymore, is just get out and
appreciate the natural beauty of God’s creation and let that experience inspire us to offer a
prayer of praise and thanks to the Creator for what he provides for us.

God has given us the great privilege of collaborating with him to maintain the ongoing process
of creation.

To care for the created world is not only to acknowledge the majesty of the Creator, but to be
drawn ever deeper into his love for us.

For it was out of love that God created a world which would provide for our every need.


