[image: ]From Colossians:

In Everything— Minister in Love, Faithfully Serving with
Thankfulness and Compassion
[bookmark: _GoBack]Put on then, as God’s chosen ones,
holy  and  beloved,
heartfelt  compassion,  kindness,  humility, gentleness, and patience, bearing with one another
and forgiving one another,
if one has a grievance against another; as the Lord has forgiven you,
so must you also do.

And over all these put on love, that is, the bond of perfection. And let the peace of Christ control your hearts,
the peace into which you were also called in one body. And be thankful.

Let the word of Christ
dwell in you richly, as in all wisdom you teach and admonish one another, singing  psalms,  hymns,
and spiritual songs
with gratitude in your hearts to God.
And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through  him.PARISH NAME
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COLOSSIANS  3:12-17



“If I, therefore,

the master and teacher, have washed your feet, you  ought  to  wash
one another’s feet.”


JOHN 13:14
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this is not from you; it is the gift of
God; it is not from works, so no
one may boast. For we are his handiwork,
created in Christ Jesus for the good works that God has prepared in advance, that we should live in them.”

EPHESIANS 2:8-10





We Rest in the Hands of a Loving God. His Handiwork, We Serve in His Name.


Through the Old Testament prophet Jeremiah, God promised his children “a future with hope,” making purposeful plans for their wellbeing. St. Paul indicated what was certain for the nation of Israel  still  held  true  for New  Testament followers of Jesus: “We are his handiwork, created in Christ Jesus for the good works that God has prepared in advance.”

Our ministry efforts—works of  service—are  not so much an assurance of our spiritual affiliation as a clear picture of it, a very reasonable response from a heart of gratitude.  It  is  how we rightly live—faithful Catholics who live in faith, compassionate Christians who follow the example of Christ.


“The king will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of  the world.
For I was hungry and you gave me food, I  was thirsty and you gave me food,
a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited me.’


“Then the righteous will answer him and say, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you?’ And the king will say, ‘Whatever you did for one of  these least brothers of  mine, you did for me.’ ”
MATTHEW 25:34-40



If we knew the King of Glory had need of anything— shelter, food or drink, clothing, medical care or fellowship—could we imagine choosing to look the other way? Could we possibly ignore an earthly Savior in need? Well, if we overlook those needs in any of our neighbors’ lives, we lose the opportunity to minister in Jesus’ name, just as if we’d failed the chance to serve him personally. In God’s grace, we are blessed with opportunities every day.


THE NEEDS OF OTHERS ARE MANY.
IN LOVE, WE GIVE OF  OUR  RESOURCES.

We understand the objections made by Jesus’ followers. They couldn’t imagine Jesus ever being deprived of the basic needs of life. They couldn’t conceive of the Great Shepherd in need of food, drink or clothing, and neither can we.


Jesus chose to identify with those whose lives are defined by poverty and want. When we determine to address them, we are serving Jesus.





THE NEEDS OF OTHERS ARE  PERSONAL.
IN LOVE, WE ALSO GIVE OF OUR TIME.

In addition to the abundant resources with which God has blessed us, we’ve been granted time to invest in meeting the needs of others. We can call on the homebound, the hospitalized, and those in prison.


We also mentor, teach, offer counsel, evangelize, extend administrative skill and help craft programs that encourage others to join with us in that work.




PLEASE MAKE A COMMITMENT TO SERVE.
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