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WEEK 6: THE BIBLICAL ROOTS OF THE MASS, PART 2 

3. THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

The Offertory 
1. The Presentation of the Offerings: the Priest says 
 a. “Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation…”  
 b. “through your goodness we have received the bread we offer you…” 
 c. “through your goodness we have received the wine we offer you…” 
2. The Offering of Melchizedek (Gen 14:18-19) 

a. Bread and Wine: “he brought out bread and wine” 
b. Blessing: “Blessed be God Most High…” 

3. The Offertory: the “action of Christ” and the “gesture of Melchizedek” (CCC 1350) 

My Sacrifice and Yours 
1. Prayer of Acceptance: “Pray, brethren, that my sacrifice and yours be acceptable…” 
3. The Priest: offers “the sacrifice of the Mass” in the person of Christ (CCC 1566) 
3. Question: But what “sacrifice” do lay people offer? 
4. The Catechism on the Sacrifice of the Baptized: 

The Eucharist is also the sacrifice of the Church… In the Eucharist the sacrifice of Christ becomes also the 
sacrifice of the members of his Body. The lives of the faithful, their praise, sufferings, prayer, and work, are 
united with those of Christ and with his total offering, and so acquire a new value.  -CCC 1368; cf. CCC 901 

5. The Two Sacrifices: What do you “lift up”? 
 a. The Priest: lifts up the Body and Blood of Christ 
 b. The People: “lift up” their “hearts” (cf. Ps 25:1; Lam 3:41) 
6. The “Sacrifice” acceptable to God: “a broken and contrite heart” (see Psalm 51:17) 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
1. Holy, holy, holy (Lat Sanctus) 
 a. “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts…” 
 b. “Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.” 
2. Isaiah in the Heavenly Temple (Isa 6:1-9) 
  In the year that King Uzzi′ah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and his train 
  filled the temple.  Above him stood the seraphim; each had six wings: with two he covered his face,  
  and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.  And one called to another and said: “Holy,  
  holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.”  And the foundations of the  
  thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house was filled with smoke.  And I said:  
  “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of  
  unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!”  Then flew one of the seraphim to  
  me, having in his hand a burning coal which he had taken with tongs from the altar.  And he touched  
  my mouth, and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin  
  forgiven.”  And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?”  
  Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.”  -Isaiah 6:1-8 

 a. Seraphim: highest angels 
 b. “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts (Hebrew Sabaoth) 
 c. Burning Coal: touches Isaiah’s “lips,”; his “sin” is “forgiven” 
 d. Mission: “Here am I! Send Me.” 
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3. St. John in Heavenly Temple (Revelation 4:2, 6-10) 
 a. Throne: located in “heaven” 
 b. “Four living creatures” = angels 
 c. “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty!” 
 d. Prostration: the “elders” in heaven “fall down” (cf. Kneeling) 
4. Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem (Matt 21:1-11) 
 a. Coming of the King: Jesus rode the “colt” into Jerusalem 

b. Hosanna (Hebrew ‘Save!’): “Blessed is he who comes in the name…!” 

Make Holy These Gifts… By Sending Down Your Spirit 
1. The Epiclesis: calling down the Holy Spirit over the bread and wine (CCC 1353) 
2. The Fire From Heaven: Tabernacle of Moses (Lev 9:23-24; cf. 2 Chron 7:1) 
  And Moses and Aaron went into the tent of meeting; and when they came out they blessed the  
  people, and the glory of the Lord appeared to all the people.  And fire came forth from before the  
  Lord and consumed the burnt offering and the fat upon the altar; and when all the people saw it,  
  they shouted, and fell on their faces.  -Leviticus 9:23-24 

 a. Glory Cloud (Fire): “fire came forth” from the Lord 
 b. Sacrifice: the fire “consumed the burnt offering and the fat” (cf. Lev 3:16) 
 c. Kneeling: when “the people saw,” they “fell on their faces.” 

This is My Body… This is My Blood 
1. Words of Institution: make sacramentally present Jesus’ body and blood (CCC 1353) 
2. The Last Supper: “the night he was betrayed” (1 Cor 11:23-26) 
 a. Bread/Wine: “This is my body” “This is my blood” (Real Presence: CCC 1374) 
 b. Command: “Do this in remembrance of me” 
3. Before Holy Communion: examination before receiving (1 Cor 11:27-28; CCC 1385) 

Through Him, With Him, In Him… “Amen”! 
1. Per Ipsum: Priest raises chalice & paten; People respond “Amen”! (Heb “So be it!”) 
2. Amen: all creation gives “honor and glory for ever and ever!” “Amen!” (Rev 5:13-14) 
  And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all  
  therein, saying, “To him who sits upon the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory  
  and might for ever and ever!”  And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down  
  and worshiped.  -Revelation 5:13-14 
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4. THE COMMUNION RITE 

Our Father & Sign of Peace 
1. The Lord’s Prayer: “Our Father, who art in heaven…” (Matt 6:9-13) 
2. Sign of Peace: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you…” (John 14:27) 

Behold the Lamb of God 
1. Elevation: “Behold the Lamb.... Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb” 
2. John the Baptist: “Behold, the Lamb of God…” (John 1:29) 
3. The Wedding Supper of the Lamb: heavenly wedding (Rev 19:1, 7-9) 
 a. The Bride: “has made herself ready” (white linen = “righteous deeds” of saints) 
 b. Benediction: “Blessed are those invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb” 

Lord, I Am Not Worthy 
1. Response: “Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof…” 
2. Healing of the Centurion’s Servant (Matt 8:5-13)  
  As he entered Caper′na-um, a centurion came forward to him, beseeching him and saying, “Lord, my 
  servant is lying paralyzed at home, in terrible distress.”  And he said to him, “I will come and heal  
  him.”  But the centurion answered him, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof; but  
  only say the word, and my servant will be healed.  For I am a man under authority, with soldiers  
  under me; and I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my  
  slave, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”  When Jesus heard him, he marveled, and said to those who  
  followed him, “Truly, I say to you, not even in Israel have I found such faith.  I tell you, many will come  
  from east and west and sit at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, while  
  the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness; there men will weep and gnash their  
  teeth.”  And to the centurion Jesus said, “Go; be it done for you as you have believed.”  And the  
  servant was healed at that very moment.  -Matthew 8:5-13 

a. Sickness: “My servant is lying paralyzed at home, in terrible distress” 
b. Humility: “Lord I am not worthy to have you come under my roof…”  
b. Faith: “Only say the word, and my servant shall be healed..” 
d. Miracle: “the servant was healed at that very instant” 

Communion 
1. Silence: “if appropriate, a sacred silence may be observed for a while” (Roman Missal) 
2. Heavenly Silence: “there was silence in heaven for about half an hour” (Rev 8:1) 

5. CONCLUDING RITES 

The Mass is Ended--Go In Peace 
1. Holy Mass (Missa): concludes with “the sending forth” (Lat missio) (CCC 1332) 
2. Woman with Hemorrhage: “Who touched me? Go in peace, be healed” (Mark 5:30-34) 
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