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A Summary Narrative of 

THE NEW TESTAMENT  
  
SUMMARY: The New Testament (1) (NT) of the Holy Bible (2) is a compilation of 27 books that most believe to have been authored 
in the first century AD. Broken down into five sections (Four Gospels (3), Acts of the Apostles (4), Paul's Letters (or Epistles) 
(5), General Letters (or Epistles) (6)and Prophecy (7)), the main theme focuses on the preachings and teachings of Jesus Christ 
(8). The overall message beckons us to actively implement His Word into our everyday life so that, day by day, we become more 
like Him. 
  
THE FOUR GOSPELS: The Four Gospels of Matthew (9), Mark (10), Luke (11) and John (12) are separate accounts which all an-
nounce the coming of Jesus Christ onto the scene some 2,000 years ago to preach the Good News of eternal salvation. They each 
offer a narrative on His Birth (13), teachings, arrest/trials (14), Crucifixion (15), Resurrection (16) and Ascension. As they incor-
porate many of the same themes and wording, the gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke are known as the "synoptic gospels." The 
Gospel of John omits much of what the other three gospels include, but offers material that the other three do not. 
  
ACTS OF THE APOSTLES: The Acts of the Apostles is a single book, probably authored by Luke. The first half offers accounts of 
the early years of the Christian movement from various points of view while the second half follows the missionary journeys of one 
remarkable person, Paul of Tarsus (17). When Jesus supernaturally transforms Paul from His most wicked persecutor to His 
greatest ambassador, it shows that God can and will use anyone to advance His plan and purpose. 
  
PAUL'S LETTERS & HEBREWS: Traditionally, Romans (18), 1 Corinthians (19), 2 Corinthians (20), Galatians (21), Ephesians (22), 
Philippians (23), Colossians (24), 1 Thessalonians (25), 2 Thessalonians (26), 1 Timothy (27), 2 Timothy (28), Titus (29), and 
Philemon (30) are attributed to be Paul's 13 Letters. The anonymous authorship of Hebrews (31), once considered to be authored 
by Paul, is uncertain. However, it remains in its canonical position within the New Testament. The first nine of these letters (or 
"Epistles") were written to the corresponding young church communities (Rome, Corinth, Galatia, Ephesus, Philippi, Colossae and 
Thessalonica). In 1 Timothy, Paul shows Timothy how to restore order and purpose to the church in Ephesus which has been dis-
rupted by false teachers. In 2 Timothy, Paul is near execution, and offers a personal challenge to Timothy to keeping following Je-
sus no matter the sacrifice and risk. In Titus, Paul commissions him to show how the good news of Jesus and the power of the Spirit 
can transform Cretan culture from within. In Philemon, Paul helps his friend reconcile with his escaped former slave, Onesimus, and 
shows that they are equals because of Jesus. Hebrews was written to the Jewish Christians in Jerusalem, exhorting them to perse-
vere in the face of trials & tribulations (32). 
  
GENERAL LETTERS: The seven General Letters include James (33), 1 Peter (34), 2 Peter (35), 1 John (36), 2 John (37), 3 John 
(38) and Jude (39). Unlike Paul's Letters which addressed specific churches, the General Letters (or Epistles) seek to engage a 
wider audience, perhaps all who claim to be followers of "The Way." Each manuscript offers eternal insight for present day Believ-
ers on how to conduct ourselves. For example, James offers Holy Spirit-charged counsel on patience, how to hold our tongues and 
the power of prayer. 1 Peter offers hope to persecuted Christians and guides them with practical instruction on living life consistent 
with following Jesus, whereas 2 Peter calls for faithfulness and confronts corrupt teachers who distorted the message about Je-
sus and lead others astray. 1-3 John calls followers of Jesus to share in God's own life and love by devoting themselves to loving one 
another. Jude, like 2 Peter, refutes corrupt teachers while encouraging Godly living. 
  
PROPHECY: The Book of Revelation (40), also known as The Revelation of Jesus Christ to John, is the final book of the New Testa-
ment and the entire Bible. Authorship is traditionally credited to the same John who wrote the fourth Gospel and three of the Gen-
eral Letters. Here, John's visions reveal that Jesus has overcome evil by His death and Resurrection, and will return one day as the 
true King of the world. An apocryphal letter, Revelation relies on visions, symbols, and  Old Testament (41) references to reveal 
the ultimate fulfillment of God's covenant (42) with Abraham in Genesis (43). 
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