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The appointed Festivals of the Lord, as listed above, are recorded in the Old Testament (9) 

book of  Leviticus (10) (Leviticus 23:1-44).  

Explore the Narrative Summary on page 2, courtesy of Got Questions Ministries (11).  

Links to all 7 Festivals of the Lord webpages appear with Topic Footnotes on page 3. 

"These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ." 

Colossians 2:17 

THE M ARION COUNTY M ANNA PROJECT  

e xplores what  the  Bible  sa ys about  

FESTIVALS  OF  THE LOR D  

FESTIVAL/FEAST NAME ECCLESIASTICAL 
(HEBREW) CALENDAR 

GREGORIAN  
CALENDAR 

Passover (1) 
(Pesach) 

1st Month 
Nisan 14 

March—April 

Feast of Unleavened Bread (2) 
(Chag Hamotzi) 

1st Month 
Nisan 15-21 

March—April 

Feast of Firstfruits (3) 
(Yom HaBikkurim) 

1st Month 
Aviv (Nisan) 16 

March—April 

Feast of Weeks (4)/Pentecost (8) 
(Shavuot) 

3rd Month 
Sivan 6 

May—June 

Feast of Trumpets (5) 
(Rosh Hashanah) 

7th Month 
Tishri 1 

September—October 

Day of Atonement (6) 
(Yom Kippur) 

7th Month 
Tishri 10 

September—October 

Feast of Tabernacles (7) 
(Sukkot) 

7th Month 
Tishri 15-21 

September—October 

https://www.marionmannaproject.com/festivals-of-the-lord
https://www.marionmannaproject.com/old-testament
https://www.marionmannaproject.com/leviticus
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus+23&version=NIV
https://www.gotquestions.org
https://www.marionmannaproject.com/passover
https://www.marionmannaproject.com/feast-of-unleavened-bread
https://www.marionmannaproject.com/feast-of-firstfruits
https://www.marionmannaproject.com/feast-of-weeks
https://www.marionmannaproject.com/pentecost
https://www.marionmannaproject.com/feast-of-trumpets
https://www.marionmannaproject.com/day-of-atonement
https://www.marionmannaproject.com/feast-of-tabernacles


2 

THE M ARION COUNTY M ANNA PROJECT   FESTIVALS  OF  THE LORD  

www.marionmannaproject.com/festivals-of-the-lord 

SUMMARY: There are seven Jewish festivals or feasts outlined in the Bible. While they are men-
tioned throughout Scripture, we find instructions for all seven laid out in Leviticus 23. Leviticus 
23:2 refers to the seven Jewish festivals, literally “appointed times,” also called “holy convoca-
tions.” These were days appointed and ordained by God to be kept to the honor of His name. 
These times of celebration are important not only to Israel, but also to the overall message of the 
Bible, because each one foreshadows or symbolizes an aspect of the life, death, and resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 
  
The book of Leviticus contains God’s instructions to His chosen nation, Israel, on how they were to 
worship Him. It contains detailed instructions about the duties of the priests as well as instructions 
on observing and obeying God’s Law and the sacrificial system. God designated seven specific 
feasts that Israel was to celebrate each year. Each one of these Jewish festivals is significant both in 
regards to the Lord’s provision for His people and in regards to the foreshadowing of the coming 
Messiah and His work in redeeming people from every tribe, tongue, and nation. While Christians 
are no longer under any obligation to observe any of the Old Testament feasts (Colossians 2:16), we 
should understand their significance and importance, nonetheless. 
  
The feasts often began and ended with a “Sabbath rest,” and the Jews were commanded to not do 
any customary work on those days. Both the normal weekly Sabbath and the special Sabbaths that 
were to be observed as part of the Jewish feasts point us to the ultimate Sabbath rest, which is 
found only in Jesus Christ. It is a rest that Christians experience through faith in the finished work 
of Christ upon the cross. 
  
Beginning in the spring, the seven Jewish feasts are Passover, the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the 
Feast of Firstfruits, the Feast of Weeks, the Feast of Trumpets, the Day of Atonement, and the Feast 
of Tabernacles. The Jewish feasts are closely related to Israel’s spring and fall harvests and agricul-
tural seasons. They were to remind the Israelites each year of God’s ongoing protection and provi-
sion. But, even more importantly, they foreshadowed the redemptive work of Jesus Christ. Not on-
ly did they play significant roles in Christ’s earthly ministry but they also symbolize the complete 
redemptive story of Christ, beginning with His death on the cross as the Passover Lamb and end-
ing with His second coming after which He will “tabernacle” or dwell with His people forever. 
  
While the four spring feasts look back at what Christ accomplished at His first coming, the three 
fall feasts point us toward the glory of His second coming. The first is the source of our hope in 
Christ—His finished work of atonement for sins—and the second is the promise of what is to 
come—eternity with Christ. Understanding the significance of these God-appointed Jewish festi-
vals helps us to better see and understand the complete picture and plan of redemption found in 
Scripture. 
  
Summary Narrative Source: https://www.gotquestions.org/Jewish-festivals.html 

https://www.marionmannaproject.com/festivals-of-the-lord
https://www.gotquestions.org/Jewish-festivals.html
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+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
  
Footnotes appear below. Consider printing and sharing the offered PDF narrative and other 
listed resources with family, friends and strangers alike for use in Bible Studies (12), Home and/
or Church Faith Sharing Groups (13), Discipleship Encounters (14) and/or Personal Faith Enrich-
ment! 

  
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 

  
Modifications are welcome at goodnews@marionmannaproject.com. 

 

TOPIC FOOTNOTES: 

  (1) https://www.marionmannaproject.com/passover 

  (2) https://www.marionmannaproject.com/feast-of-unleavened-bread 

  (3) https://www.marionmannaproject.com/feast-of-firstfruits 

  (4) https://www.marionmannaproject.com/feast-of-weeks 

  (5) https://www.marionmannaproject.com/feast-of-trumpets 

  (6) https://www.marionmannaproject.com/day-of-atonement 

  (7) https://www.marionmannaproject.com/feast-of-tabernacles 

  (8) https://www.marionmannaproject.com/pentecost 

  (9) https://www.marionmannaproject.com/old-testament 

(10) https://www.marionmannaproject.com/leviticus 

(11) https://www.gotquestions.org/ 

(12) https://www.marionmannaproject.com/bible-studies 

(13) https://www.marionmannaproject.com/christian-education 

(14) https://www.marionmannaproject.com/discipleship 
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