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 THE M ARION COUNTY M ANNA PROJECT  

offers a Printer Fr iendly Summary of the   

FIRST BOOK OF CHRONICLES  

OT/NT: Old Testament (1) 
  
SECTION: Historical Books (2) (8 of 12) 
  
TRADITIONAL AUTHOR: Ezra (3) 
  
KEY FIGURES: David (4), Solomon (5). 
  
AUTHORS: 1 Chronicles is the thirteenth book of the Holy Bible (6), the thirteenth book of the Old Testa-
ment, and the eighth of the twelve Historical Books. Although not identified, the traditional author is the 
prophet Ezra. Whomever the writer(s) may be, they are identified by some as "The Chronicler," perhaps 
also responsible for authoring the Book of Ezra (7) and the Book of Nehemiah (8). Originally, the books of 
1 Chronicles and 2 Chronicles (9) were one book. The translators of the Septuagint (10) separated them, 
and we have retained that separation ever since. 
  
TIMELINE: The timeline of 1 and 2 Chronicles runs similar to that of 2 Samuel (11) and 1 Kings (12) and 2 
Kings (13), but extends to the end of the Babylonian Exile (14). See our Bible Timeline (15) for references. 
  
SUMMARY: The first 9 chapters of 1 Chronicles are dedicated to lists and genealogies. Further lists and ge-
nealogies are scattered throughout the rest of 1 Chronicles. In between, the Book of 1 Chronicles records 
David’s ascension to the throne and his actions thereafter. The book concludes with David’s son, Solomon, 
becoming King of the United Monarchy (16). 
  
Briefly outlined, the Book of 1 Chronicles is as follows: 
  
Chapters 1:1-9:23 - Selective Genealogies; 
Chapters 9:24-12:40 - David’s ascent; 
Chapters 13:1-20:30 - David’s reign. 
 
The Chronicler had a specific theological agenda in mind when he wrote 1 & 2 Chronicles: it was almost as 
if he were writing a religious commentary on the histories contained in 1 & 2 Samuel and 1 & 2 Kings in 
order to portray the significance of the Davidic Covenant (17) (ref 2 Samuel 7:1-29, 1 Chronicles 17:11–
14, 2 Chronicles 6:16). The books of 1 & 2 Chronicles were written at a later date: probably after 400 BC. 
Even though the Temple (18) was no longer standing and no king sat on the throne in Jerusalem (19), the 
Chronicler wanted to emphasize that the promise of a Messiah (20) from the line of David (as later record-
ed in the Gospel of Matthew (21) and the Gospel of Luke (22)) still stood (c). 
  
 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
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IMPLANTING 1 CHRONICLES INTO MY EVERY DAY LIFE: Genealogies such as the ones in 1 Chronicles may 
seem dry to us, but they remind us that God knows each of His children personally, even down to the num-
ber of hairs on our heads (Matthew 10:30). We can take comfort in the fact that who we are and what we 
do is written forever in God’s mind. If we belong to Christ, our names are written forever in the Lamb’s 
book of Life (Revelation 13:8). 
  
God is faithful to His people and keeps His promises. In the Book of 1 Chronicles, we see the fulfillment of 
God’s promise to David when he is made king over all Israel (1 Chronicles 11:1-3). We can be sure that His 
promises to us will be fulfilled as well. He has promised blessings to those who follow Him, who come to 
Christ in repentance, and who obey His Word. 
  
Obedience brings blessing; disobedience brings judgment. The Book of 1 Chronicles, as well as 1 & 2 Samu-
el and 1 & 2 Kings, is a chronicle of the pattern of sin, repentance, forgiveness, and restoration of the nation 
of Israel. In the same way, God is patient with us and forgives our sin when we come to Him in true repent-
ance (1 John 1:9). We can take comfort in the fact that He hears our prayer of sorrow, forgives our sin, re-
stores us to fellowship with Him, and sets us on the path to joy. 
 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
 
The narrative (a) offered herein has been published with permission (b) and no monetary gain is being 
sought. Footnotes within the narrative have been inserted by The Marion County Manna Project and re-
direct to our webpages (unless otherwise noted) for additional spiritual insight and reflection. 
  

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
  
If you're seeking additional info about Christianity on a more personal level, consider visiting a Christian 
Church here in Marion County (23). Introduce yourself to members and ask to speak with someone to learn 
more about Jesus. Surrendering your life to Christ (24) (e) is the most rewarding, everlasting decision you'll 
ever make, and it's comforting to have someone guide you as you begin your new life as a child of the Most 
High! May God shower you with great favor in this endeavor! 
  

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
  
Footnotes appear on page 3; Page Credits and External Resources are listed on page 4. Consider printing and 
sharing the offered PDF narrative and other listed resources with family, friends and strangers alike for use 
in Bible Studies (25), Home/Church Faith Sharing Groups (26), Discipleship Encounters (27) and/or Per-
sonal Faith Enrichment! 
  
Modifications are welcome at goodnews@marionmannaproject.com. 
 
  

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
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