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 THE M ARION COUNTY M ANNA PROJECT  

offers a Printer Fr iendly Summary of the   

SECOND BOOK OF CHRONICLES  

OT/NT: Old Testament (1) 
  
SECTION: Historical Books (2) (9 of 12) 
  
TRADITIONAL AUTHOR: Ezra (3) 
  
KEY FIGURES: Kings of Babylon (4): Nebuchadnezzar II (5); Kings of the United Monarchy (6): Solomon 
(7); Kings of Israel (8): Ahab (9); Kings of Judah (10): Ahaz (11), Asa (12), Hezekiah (13), Jehoram (14), 
Jehoshaphat (15), Joash (16), Josiah (17), Manasseh (18), Rehoboam (19), Uzziah (20); Others: Jehoiada 
(21), Queen of Sheba (22). 
  
AUTHORS: 2 Chronicles is the fourteenth book of the Holy Bible (23), the fourteenth book of the Old Tes-
tament, and the ninth of the twelve Historical Books. Although not identified, the traditional author is the 
prophet Ezra. Whomever the writer(s) may be, they are identified by some as "The Chronicler," also re-
sponsible for authoring the Book of Ezra (24) and the Book of Nehemiah (25). Originally, the books of 1 
Chronicles (26) and 2 Chronicles were one book. The translators of the Septuagint (27) separated them, 
and we have retained that separation ever since. 
  
TIMELINE: The timeline of 1 and 2 Chronicles runs similar to that of 2 Samuel (28) and 1 Kings (29) and 2 
Kings (30), but extends to the end of the Babylonian Exile (31). See our Bible Timeline (32) for references. 
  
SUMMARY: The Book of 2 Chronicles records the history of the Southern Kingdom of Judah (33), from the 
reign of Solomon to the conclusion of the Babylonian exile. The decline of Judah is disappointing, but em-
phasis is given to the spiritual reformers who zealously seek to turn the people back to God (34). Little is 
said about the bad kings or of the failures of good kings; only goodness is stressed. Since 2 Chronicles takes 
a priestly perspective, the Northern Kingdom of Israel (35) is rarely mentioned because of her false wor-
ship and refusal to acknowledge the Temple (36) of Jerusalem (37). Second Chronicles concludes with the 
final destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple. 
  
The Chronicler had a specific theological agenda in mind when he wrote 1 & 2 Chronicles: it was almost as 
if he were writing a religious commentary on the histories contained in 1 & 2 Samuel and 1 & 2 Kings in 
order to portray the significance of the Davidic Covenant (38) (ref 2 Samuel 7:1-29, 1 Chronicles 17:11–
14, 2 Chronicles 6:16). The books of 1 & 2 Chronicles were written at a later date: probably after 400 BC. 
Even though the Temple was no longer standing and no king sat on the throne in Jerusalem, the Chronicler 
wanted to emphasize that the promise of a Messiah (39) from the line of David (as later recorded in the 
Gospel of Matthew (40) and the Gospel of Luke (41)) still stood (c). 
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IMPLANTING 2 CHRONICLES INTO MY EVERY DAY LIFE: The reader of the Chronicles is invited to evaluate 
each generation from the past and discern why each was blessed for their obedience or punished for their 
wickedness. But we are also to compare the plight of these generations to our own, both corporately and 
individually. If we or our nation or our church is experiencing hardships, it is to our benefit to compare our 
beliefs and how we act upon those beliefs with the experiences of the Israelites under the various kings. God 
hates sin and will not tolerate it. But if the Chronicles teach us anything, it is that God desires to forgive and 
heal those who will humbly pray and repent (1 John 1:9). 
  
If you could have anything you wished from God, what would you ask for? Fabulous wealth? Perfect health 
for you and your loved ones? The power over life and death? Amazing to think about it, isn’t it? But more 
amazing is that God made such an offer to Solomon and he chose none of these things. What he asked for 
was wisdom and knowledge to complete the task God had assigned to him and to do it well. The lesson for 
us is that God has given each of us a commission to fulfill and the greatest blessing we can seek from God is 
the ability to carry out His will for our lives. For that, we need the “wisdom from above” (James 3:17) to 
discern His will, as well as the understanding and intimate knowledge of Him in order to motivate us to 
Christlikeness in both deed and attitude (James 3:13). 
  
COMING UP: Next up is the Book of Ezra (24)! 
  

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
  
The narrative (a) offered herein has been published with permission (b) and no monetary gain is being 
sought. Footnotes within the narrative have been inserted by The Marion County Manna Project and re-
direct to our webpages (unless otherwise noted) for additional spiritual insight and reflection. 
  

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
  
If you're seeking additional info about Christianity on a more personal level, consider visiting a Christian 
Church here in Marion County (42). Introduce yourself to members and ask to speak with someone to learn 
more about Jesus. Surrendering your life to Christ (43) (f) is the most rewarding, everlasting decision you'll 
ever make, and it's comforting to have someone guide you as you begin your new life as a child of the Most 
High! May God shower you with great favor in this endeavor! 
  

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
  
Footnotes appear on page 3; Page Credits and External Resources are listed on page 4. Consider printing and 
sharing the offered PDF narrative and other listed resources with family, friends and strangers alike for use 
in Bible Studies (44), Home/Church Faith Sharing Groups (45), Discipleship Encounters (46) and/or Per-
sonal Faith Enrichment! 
  
Modifications are welcome at goodnews@marionmannaproject.com. 
  

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
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