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 THE M ARION COUNTY M ANNA PROJECT  

offers a Printer Friendly Summary of 

THE BOOK OF DEUTERONOMY  

OT/NT: Old Testament (1) 
  
SECTION: The Law (2) 
  
TRADITIONAL AUTHOR: Moses (3) 
  
KEY PEOPLE: Joshua (4) and Moses 
  
SUMMARY:  Deuteronomy is the fifth book of the 
Holy Bible (5) and the fifth book of the Old Testa-
ment. It is also the final of five books of The Law 

(6), which is also known as the Pentateuch or the 
Torah (7). 
  
Moses is traditionally identified as the author, 
although we are tipped off right away 
(Deuteronomy 1:1) that he may have had human 
help. The 34 chapters include a collection of Mo-
ses's preachings & teachings to the Twelve 
Tribes of Israel (8) just prior to their crossing the 
Jordan River (9) into the long awaited Promised 
Land (10) of Canaan (11). 
  
With the exception of Joshua and Caleb (12), all 
the Israelites who had fled Egypt (13) during the 
Exodus (14) are now dead. As a new, younger gen-
eration is about to take the land of Milk and Hon-
ey, God  (15) knows, in advance, that they will be 
met with resistance from the occupying nations - 
the Canaanites (16), Hittites (17), Amorites (18), Per-
izzites (19), Hivites (20) and Jebusites (21) (Exodus 
3:8). 
  
Like their stiff necked ancestors who witnessed 
all of God's miracles such as the Red Sea (22) part-
ing and the delivery of the Ten Commandments 

(23) at Mount Sinai (24) but still sinned mightily 
against God,  these young, untested  Israelites are  

certain to be exposed to doubt and fear when 
carrying out His commands in taking the land. 
Accordingly, it is imperative that they be remind-
ed of God's majesty, authority and power before 
they step off. 
 
The Israelites are commanded to remember four 
things: God’s faithfulness  (25), God’s holiness (26), 
God’s blessings, and God’s warnings. The first 
three chapters recap the trip from Egypt to their 
current location, Moab  (27). Chapter 4 is a call to 
obedience (28), to be faithful to the God Who was 
faithful to them. 
  
Chapters 5 through 26 are a repetition of the 
Law. The Ten Commandments, the laws concern-
ing sacrifices and specials days, and the rest of 
the Law are given to the new generation. Bless-
ings are promised to those who obey 
(Deuteronomy 5:29, 6:17-19, 11:13-15), and 
famine is promised to those who do not obey 
(Deuteronomy 11:16-17). 
  
The theme of blessing and cursing is continued in 
chapters 27-30. This portion of the book ends 
with a clear choice set before Israel: “I have set 
before you life and death, blessing and cursing.” 
God’s desire for His people is found in what He 
recommends: “choose life” (Deuteronomy 
30:19). 
 
 
 

(narrative continued on following page) 
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In chapter 31, Moses shares with the Israelites he has been leading for decades that he will not be cross-
ing the Jordan with them as he exhorts the importance of adhering to God's commands of how to con-
quer the current inhabitants of Canaan. Moses appoints Joshua as the new leader in the presence of the 
Israelites and encourages them all to be strong and courageous. 
 
After a public reading of the Law, God tells Moses to bring Joshua to the tent of meeting "where I will 
commission him." Moses and Joshua do as God instructs them before God drops a bombshell on them. 
God tells them He already knows that the Israelites will disobey His commands that have been exhorted 
to them over and over. God gives Moses a song to recite to the Israelites and the latter blesses the indi-
vidual Twelve Tribes by name. 
  
Deuteronomy closes out with God taking Moses up atop Mount Nebo (29) where he is able to see the 
Promised Land from afar. Although his eyes were not weak nor his strength gone, Moses dies there at 
the age of 120. God buries Moses and the Israelites grieved until the time of weeping and mourning was 
over (thirty days). Joshua was filled with the Spirit  (30) of Wisdom  (31) as Moses had previously laid his 
hands upon him, and he prepared to lead the Twelve Tribes of Israel into Canaan. 
  
IMPLANTING DEUTERONOMY INTO MY EVERYDAY LIFE: The book of Deuteronomy underscores the 
importance of God's Word  (32). It is a vital part of our everyday lives. Although we are no longer under 
the Old Testament Law, we are still responsible to submit to the will of God in our lives. Simple obedi-
ence brings blessing, and sin has its own consequences. We get to choose. Today, choose life in Jesus 
Christ (33)! 
  
COMING UP:  Next up are the Books of History (34)! 

  
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 

  
The narrative (a) offered herein has been published with permission (b) and no monetary gain is being 
sought. Footnotes within the narrative have been inserted by The Marion County Manna Project and re-
direct to our webpages (unless otherwise noted) for additional spiritual insight and reflection. 
  

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
  
If you're seeking additional info about Christianity on a more personal level, consider visiting a Chris-
tian Church here in Marion County (35). Introduce yourself to members and ask to speak with someone 
to learn more about Jesus. Surrendering your life to Christ (36) (e) is the most rewarding, everlasting deci-
sion you'll ever make, and it's comforting to have someone guide you as you begin your new life as a 
child of the Most High! May God shower you with great favor in this endeavor! 
  

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
  

Footnotes appear on pg 3. Page Credits and External Resources appear on pg 4. Consider printing and 
sharing the offered PDF narrative and other listed resources with family, friends and strangers alike for 
use in Bible Studies (37), Home/Church Faith Sharing Groups (38), Discipleship Encounters (39) and/or 
Personal Faith Enrichment! Modifications are welcome at goodnews@marionmannaproject.com.  
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This document has been generated for non-profit use. 

Feel free to re-produce and distribute, but do not charge or alter. 
SPREAD JESUS. 

 
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
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