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 THE M ARION COUNTY M ANNA PROJECT  

offers a Printer Fr iendly Summary of the   

BOOK OF EZRA  

OT/NT: Old Testament (1) 
  
SECTION: Historical Books (2) (10 of 12) 
  
TRADITIONAL AUTHOR: Ezra (3) 
  
KEY FIGURES: Kings of Persia (4): Artaxerxes (5),  Cyrus the Great (6), Darius (7); Prophets (8): Haggai 
(9), Zechariah (10); Others: Ezra, Joshua, son of Jozadak (11), Zerubbabel (12). 
  
AUTHORS: Ezra is the fifteenth book of the Holy Bible (13), the fifteenth book of the Old Testament, and 
the tenth of the twelve Historical Books. Although not identified, the traditional author is the prophet Ezra. 
Originally, the Book of Ezra and the Book of Nehemiah (14) were one book, but they were later separated 
into their present status of two narratives. 
  
TIMELINE: Beginning in 539 BC, the Book of Ezra covers a period of about 80 years. It commences with 
the telling of the decree of Cyrus the Great, King of Persia, which authorized the Israelites' (15) currently 
in exile (16) to return to their ancestral land of Judah (17). Travel from Babylon (18) to Jerusalem (19) 
was about 4 month journey (Ezra 7:8-9). See our Bible Timeline (20) for references. 
  
SUMMARY: The Book of Ezra is devoted to events occurring in the land of Israel at the time of the return 
from the Babylonian captivity and subsequent years. The emphasis in Ezra is on the (re)building of the 
(second) Temple (21). The book contains extensive genealogical records, principally for the purpose of es-
tablishing the claims to the priesthood on the part of the descendants (Ezra 7:1-7) of Aaron (22). 
  
The book may be divided as follows: 
  
Chapters 1-6:  The First Return under Zerubbabel, and the Building of the Second Temple. 
Chapters 7-10: The Ministry of Ezra. 
  
Since well over half a century elapsed between chapters 6 and 7, the characters of the first part of the book 
had died by the time Ezra began his ministry in Jerusalem. Ezra is the one person who is prominent in both 
the Books of Ezra and Nehemiah. Both books end with prayers of confession (Ezra 9; Nehemiah 9) and a 
subsequent separation of the people from the sinful practices into which they had fallen. Some concept of 
the nature of the encouraging messages of Haggai (23) and Zechariah (24), who are introduced in this 
narrative (Ezra 5:1), may be seen in the prophetic books that bear their names (see footnotes 23 & 24). 
 
 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
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IMPLANTING EZRA INTO MY EVERY DAY LIFE: The Book of Ezra is a chronicle of hope and restoration 
(25). For the Christian whose life is scarred by sin (26) and rebellion against God (27), there is great hope 
that ours is a God of forgiveness (28), a God who will not turn His back on us when we seek Him in repent-
ance and brokenness (1 John 1:9). The return of the Israelites to Jerusalem and the rebuilding of the Temple 
are repeated in the life of every Christian who returns from the captivity of sin and rebellion against God 
and finds in Him a loving welcome home. No matter how long we have been away, He is ready to forgive us 
and receive us back into His family. He is willing to show us how to rebuild our lives and resurrect our 
hearts, wherein is the temple of the Holy Spirit (29). As with the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem, God 
superintends the work of renovating and rededicating our lives to His service. 
  
The opposition of the adversaries of God to the rebuilding of the Temple displays a pattern that is typical of 
that of the enemy of our souls. Satan (30) uses those who would appear to be in sync with God’s purposes to 
deceive us and attempt to thwart God’s plans. Ezra 4:2 describes the deceptive speech of those who claim to 
worship Christ (31) but whose real intent is to tear down, not to build up. We are to be on guard against 
such deceivers, respond to them as the Israelites did, and refuse to be fooled by their smooth words and false 
professions of faith. 
  
COMING UP: Next up is the Book of Nehemiah (14)! 
  

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
  
The narrative (a) offered herein has been published with permission (b) and no monetary gain is being 
sought. Footnotes within the narrative have been inserted by The Marion County Manna Project and re-
direct to our webpages (unless otherwise noted) for additional spiritual insight and reflection. 
  

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
  
If you're seeking additional info about Christianity on a more personal level, consider visiting a Christian 
Church here in Marion County (32). Introduce yourself to members and ask to speak with someone to learn 
more about Jesus. Surrendering your life to Christ (33) (e) is the most rewarding, everlasting decision you'll 
ever make, and it's comforting to have someone guide you as you begin your new life as a child of the Most 
High! May God shower you with great favor in this endeavor! 
  

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
  
Footnotes appear on page 3; Page Credits and External Resources are listed on page 4. Consider printing and 
sharing the offered PDF narrative and other listed resources with family, friends and strangers alike for use 
in Bible Studies (34), Home/Church Faith Sharing Groups (35), Discipleship Encounters (36) and/or Per-
sonal Faith Enrichment! 
  
Modifications are welcome at goodnews@marionmannaproject.com. 
  

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
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