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 THE M ARION COUNTY M ANNA PROJECT  

offers a Bible -based Commentary about  

JESUS THE MESSIAH  

Messiah comes from the Hebrew word mashiach and means “anointed one” or “chosen 
one.” The Greek equivalent is the word Christos or, in English, Christ. The name “Jesus 
Christ” (1) is the same as “Jesus the Messiah.” In biblical times, anointing someone with oil 
was a sign that God (2) was consecrating or setting apart that person for a particular role. 
Thus, an “anointed one” was someone with a special, God-ordained purpose. 
  
In the Old Testament (3), people were anointed for the positions of prophet (4), priest, and 
king. God told Elijah (5) to anoint Elisha (6) to succeed him as the prophet to the Northern 
Kingdom of Israel (7) (1 Kings 19:16). Aaron (8) was anointed as the first High Priest (9) of 
the Twelve Tribes of Israel (10) (Leviticus 8:12). Samuel (11) anointed both Saul (12) and 
David (13) as Kings of the United Monarchy of Israel (14) (1 Samuel 10:1; 16:13). All of 
these men held “anointed” positions. But the Old Testament predicted a coming Deliverer, 
chosen by God to redeem Israel (Isaiah 42:1; 61:1–3). This Deliverer the Jews called the 
Messiah. 
  
Jesus of Nazareth was and is the prophesied Messiah (Luke 4:17–21; John 4:25–26). 
Throughout the New Testament (15), we see proof that Jesus is the Chosen One: “These 
[Miracles] (16) are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, 
and that by believing you may have life in his name” ( John 20:31). We also hear testimonies 
that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:16). The ultimate evi-
dence that Jesus is indeed the promised Messiah, the Anointed One, is His Resurrection from 
the dead (17). Acts 10:39–43 is an eyewitness testimony to His Resurrection and the fact 
that “He is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead.” 
  
Jesus fulfills the role of Prophet, Priest, and King, which is further evidence to His being the 
Messiah. He is a prophet, because He embodied and preached the Word of God (18) (see 
John 1:1–18; 14:24; and Luke 24:19); a priest, because His death (19) atones for our sins 
(20) and reconciles us to the Father (see Hebrews 2:17; 4:14); and a king, because after His 
Resurrection God gave all authority to Him (see John 18:36; Ephesians 1:20–23; and Reve-
lation 19:16). 
  
The Jews of Jesus’ day expected the Messiah to redeem Israel by overthrowing the rule of  
the Romans (21) and establishing an earthly kingdom (see Acts 1:6). It wasn’t until after Je-
sus’ resurrection that His Disciples (22) finally began to understand what the prophecies 
(23) in the Old Testament really meant the Messiah would do (see Luke 24:25–27).  
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The Messiah was “anointed” first to deliver His people spiritually; that is, to redeem them 
from sin ( John 8:31–36). He accomplished this salvation through His death and resurrection 
( John 3:16, 12:32). Later, Jesus the Messiah will deliver His people from their physical ene-
mies, when He sets up His Kingdom on the Earth (see Isaiah 9:1–7). 
 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
  
The narrative (a) offered herein has been published with permission (b) and no monetary 
gain is being sought. Footnotes within the narrative have been inserted by The Marion Coun-
ty Manna Project and re-direct to our webpages (unless otherwise noted) for additional spir-
itual insight and reflection. 
  

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
  
If  you're seeking additional info about Christianity on a more personal level, consider visiting 
a Christian Church here in Marion County (24). Introduce yourself  to members and ask to 
speak with someone to learn more about Jesus. Surrendering your life to Christ (25) (e) is the 
most rewarding, everlasting decision you'll ever make, and it's comforting to have someone 
guide you as you begin your new life as a child of the Most High! May God shower you with 
great favor in this endeavor! 
 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
  
Footnotes, Page Credits and External Resources appear below. Consider printing and sharing 
the offered PDF narrative and other listed resources with family, friends and strangers alike 
for use in Bible Studies (26), Home/Church Faith Sharing Groups (27), Discipleship Encoun-
ters (28) and/or Personal Faith Enrichment! 
  
Modifications are welcome at goodnews@marionmannaproject.com. 
  

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
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EXTERNAL RESOURCES: 
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