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The Moabites were a tribe descended from Moab (1), the son of Lot (2), born of an incestuous relationship 
with his oldest daughter (3) (Genesis 19:37). From Zoar (4), the cradle of this tribe, on the southeastern 
border of the Dead Sea (5), they gradually spread over the region on the east of Jordan. Shortly before the 
Exodus (6), the warlike Amorites (7) crossed the Jordan (8) under Sihon (9) their king and drove the Mo-
abites out of the region between the Arnon River Valley and the Jabbok River, and occupied it, making 
Heshbon their capital. The Moabites were then confined to the territory to the south of the Arnon Valley 
(Numbers 21:26–30). 
  
During the Exodus the Israelites (10) did not pass through Moab (11), but through the “wilderness” to the 
east, eventually reaching the country to the north of Arnon. The Moabites were alarmed, and their king 
(12), Balak (13), sought aid from the Midianites (14) (Numbers 22:2–4). This was the occasion when the 
visit of Balaam (15) to Balak took place (Numbers 22:2–6). 
  
In the Plains of Moab, which was in the possession of the Amorites, the children of Israel had their last 
encampment before they entered the land of Canaan (16) (Numbers 22:1; Joshua 13:32). If we had noth-
ing else to interest us in the land of Moab, it was from the top of Pisgah that Moses (17), the mightiest of 
prophets (18), looked upon the Promised Land (19); it was here on Nebo that he died his solitary death; it 
was here in the valley over against Beth-peor where he was buried (Deuteronomy 34:5–6). 
  
A basalt stone, bearing an inscription by Moabite King Mesha (20), was discovered at Dibon by Klein, a 
German missionary at Jerusalem, in 1868, consisting of thirty-four lines written in Hebrew-Phoenician 
characters. The stone was set up by Mesha about 900 BC (21) as a record and memorial of his victories. It 
records Mesha’s wars with Omri (22), his public buildings, and his wars against Horonaim. This inscrip-
tion supplements and corroborates the history of King Mesha recorded in 2 Kings 3:4–27. It is the oldest 
inscription written in alphabetic characters and, in addition to its value in the domain of Hebrew antiqui-
ties, is of great linguistic importance. 
  
Perhaps the most significant Bible (23) character to come from Moab was Ruth (24), who was “of the 
women of Moab” but was genetically linked to Israel through Lot, the nephew of Abraham (25) (Genesis 
11:31). Ruth is an example of how God (26) can change a life and take it in a direction He has foreor-
dained, and we see God working out His perfect plan in Ruth's life, just as He does with all His children 
(Romans 8:28). Although she came from a pagan background in Moab, once she met the God of Israel, 
Ruth became a living testimony to Him by faith (27). Ruth, the Moabitess, is one of the few women men-
tioned in the genealogy of Jesus Christ (28) (Matthew 1:5). 
 
 

 
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
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FAST BIBLE FACTS ABOUT MOAB & THE MOABITES 
dates are approximate (29) 

  
2067 BC The Moabites are descendants of Moab, the son of Lot and his oldest daughter (Genesis 19:30-38). 
In Hebrew, "Moab" translates to "from father." 
  
1407 BC The Amorites, led by King Sihon, conquer Moab (Numbers 21:26). 
  
1407 BC Balak, King of Moab, fears Israel and contracts the services of Balaam, a wicked but not false 
prophet, to curse them (Numbers 22). Balaam ends up prophesying against Moab (Numbers 24:17). 
  
1302 BC The Ammonites (30) and Amorites join with Eglon (31), King of Moab, to attack Israel. Moab op-
presses Israel for 18 years (Judges 3:12-14). Famine in Judea (32) (Ruth 1:1) (ref Judges 6). 
  
1294 BC Due to the famine, a Bethlehem (33) couple named Naomi (34) and Elimelek (35) relocate with 
their two sons to Moab (Ruth 1:1-2). Shortly thereafter, Elimelek dies; leaving Naomi a widow (Ruth 1:3). 
  
1290 BC Naomi's two sons, Kilion (36) and Mahlon (37), marry two Moabite women, Orpah (38) and Ruth 
(Ruth 1:4). 
  
1284 BC Ehud (39), 2nd Judge of Israel, assassinates Eglon, King of Moab. The Israelites then struck down 
10,000 Moabites and made them their subjects. Subsequently, Israel enjoyed peace for 80 years (Judges 
3:15-30). 
  
1283 BC Naomi's sons die, leaving Orpah and Ruth widows (Ruth 1:5; ref Judges 3). Judean famine ends; 
Ruth goes with Naomi to Bethlehem; Orpah remains in Moab (Ruth 1:6). 
  
1279 BC Boaz (40) marries Ruth (Ruth 4:13). 
  
1213 BC Obed (41) is born to Boaz and Ruth (Ruth 4:17). 
  
1041 BC King Saul (42) leads Israelite forces in defeating the Moabites, Ammonites (43), Edomites (44), 
Amalekites (45), Philistines (46) and the kings of Zobah (47) (g) (1 Samuel 14:47). 
  
1012 BC David (48) entrusts the safety of his mother and father to the King of Moab while dealing with the 
hostilities of King Saul (1 Samuel 22:1-5). 
  
0998 BC Israelite forces led by David conquer the Moabites (2 Samuel 8:2; 1 Chronicles 18:2). 
  
0939 BC Some wives of King Solomon (49) were of Moabite heritage (1 Kings 11:1). 
  
0870 BC The Moabite Stone (or Mesha Stele) was discovered in 1868. Dated to circa 840 BC (50), it tells of 
the Northern Kingdom of Israel (51) oppression of Moab during the reign of King Omri (885 BC- 874 BC). 
  
0852 BC A powerful army comprised of Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, and Meunites (53) forge alliance 
to attack the Southern Kingdom of Judah (54). The Spirit of the LORD (55) delivers this army into the hands 
of Judah (prophecy of Jahaziel (56) fulfilled). See Battle in the Desert of Jeruel (57) (2 Chronicles 20:1-30). 
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FAST BIBLE FACTS ABOUT MOAB & THE MOABITES 
(continued from page 2) 

 
0850 BC The Kingdom of Moab, subjects of the Northern Kingdom of Israel, rebels. The Southern Kingdom 
of Judah and the Kingdom of Ammon join with Israel against Moab, crushing the rebellion (prophecy of 
Elisha (58) fulfilled). See the Battle of Kir Hareseth (59) (2 Kings 3:1-27). 
  
0760 BC Amos (60) prophesies against Moab (Amos 2:1-3). 
  
0725 BC Isaiah (61) prophesies against Moab (Isaiah 25:10). 
  
0621 BC Josiah (62), King of the Southern Kingdom of Judah, desecrates the high places that were east of 
Jerusalem (63) on the south of the Hill of Corruption—the ones King Solomon had built for Ashtoreth (64) 
(the vile goddess of the Sidonians (65)), for Chemosh (66) (the vile god of Moab), and for Molek (67) (the 
detestable god of the people of Ammon) (2 Kings 23:13). 
  
0605 BC See Siege of Jerusalem 605 (68) (2 Kings 24:1-4; 2 Chronicles 36:5-7). 
  
0594 BC Jeremiah (69) prophesies against Moab (Jeremiah 48:1-47). 
  
0582 BC Moab is conquered by the Babylonians (70). 
 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
  
The narrative (a) (b) offered herein has been published with permission (c) and no monetary gain is being 
sought. Footnotes within the narrative have been inserted by The Marion County Manna Project and re-
direct to our webpages (unless otherwise noted) for additional spiritual insight and reflection. All Bible 
verse references linked herein are courtesy of Bible Gateway (e). 
  

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
  
If you're seeking additional info about Christianity on a more personal level, consider visiting a Christian 
Church here in Marion County (71). Introduce yourself to members and ask to speak with someone to learn 
more about Jesus. Surrendering your life to Christ (72) (f) is the most rewarding, everlasting decision you'll 
ever make, and it's comforting to have someone guide you as you begin your new life as a child of the Most 
High! May God shower you with great favor in this endeavor! 
  

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
  
Footnotes appear on pages 4 & 5. Page Credits and External Resources are listed on page 6. Consider print-
ing and sharing the offered PDF narrative and other listed resources with family, friends and strangers alike 
for use in Bible Studies (73), Home/Church Faith Sharing Groups (74), Discipleship Encounters (75) and/
or Personal Faith Enrichment! 
  
Modifications are welcome at goodnews@marionmannaproject.com. 

  
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
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