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+  +  +  +  +  +  

THE CITIES OF REFUGE  

The cities of refuge were part of the distribution of the Promised Land (1) among the 
Twelve Tribes of Israel (2). Only one tribe, the Levites (3), was not given land to develop. 
Instead, they were to be the priests of the LORD (4) and the overseers of the Tabernacle (5) 
and all its rites and furnishings. Only the Levites could carry and set up the Tabernacle 
(Numbers 2:5-13). As the Levites were to have no territorial domain allocated to them like 
the other tribes in the conquest of Canaan (6), they were to be distributed throughout the 
land in certain cities appropriated to their use. Part of their inheritance consisted of forty-
eight cities spread throughout the land (Numbers 35:6-7). Of these forty-eight cities, six 
were designated as cities of refuge. The cities were Kedesh (7), Shechem (8), Hebron (9), 
Bezer (10), Ramoth (11), and Golan (12) ( Joshua 20:7-8). 
  
The Mosaic Law (13) stated that anyone who committed a murder was to be put to death 
(Exodus 21:14). But for unintentional deaths, God set aside these cities to which the mur-
derer could flee for refuge (Exodus 21:13). He would be safe from the avenger—the family 
member charged with avenging the victim’s death (Numbers 35:19)—until the case could 
go to trial. The congregation would judge to find if  the attacker acted unintentionally. If  he 
did, he would return to the city of refuge and live there safely until the death of the high 
priest who was in office at the time of the trial, at which point he could return to his prop-
erty. If  the attacker left the city of refuge before the death of the High Priest (14), however, 
the avenger would have the right to kill him (Numbers 35:24-28). 
  
The establishment of those privileged sanctuaries among the cities of the Levites is probably 
traceable to the idea that the Levites would be the most suitable and impartial judges, that 
their presence and counsels might calm or restrain the stormy passions of the blood 
avenger. By their consecration as priests, the Levites were mediators between the Israelites 
and God. As such, they would have been gifted to calmly mediate between the attacker and 
the victim’s family, ensuring that no further bloodshed would occur. 
  
APPLYING THE CITIES OF REFUGE TO MY LIFE: The cities of refuge are types of Christ (15), 
in whom sinners find a refuge from the destroyer of  our souls. Just as the guilty person 
sought refuge in the cities set up for that purpose, we flee to Christ for refuge from sin 
(Hebrews 6:18). We run to Christ to escape the danger we are in from the curse and con-
demnation of the law, from the wrath of God, and from an eternity in Hell (16). Only 
Christ provides refuge from these things, and it is to Him alone that we must run. Just as the 
cities were open to all who fled to them for safety, it is Christ who provides safety to all who 
come to Him for refuge from sin (17) and its punishment. 
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See also Numbers 35:6, 11, 13; 35:14; Deuteronomy 4:41; 19:1, 3; Joshua 20:1-9. 
 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
 
The narrative (a) offered herein has been published with permission (b) and no monetary 
gain is being sought. Footnotes within the narrative have been inserted by The Marion Coun-
ty Manna Project and re-direct to our webpages (unless otherwise noted) for additional spir-
itual insight and reflection. All Bible verse references linked herein are courtesy of Bible 
Gateway (d). 
  

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
  
If  you're seeking additional info about Christianity on a more personal level, consider visiting 
a Christian Church here in Marion County (18). Introduce yourself  to members and ask to 
speak with someone to learn more about Jesus. Surrendering your life to Christ (19) (e) is the 
most rewarding, everlasting decision you'll ever make, and it's comforting to have someone 
guide you as you begin your new life as a child of the Most High! May God shower you with 
great favor in this endeavor! 
  

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
  
A map of the Cities of Refuge appears on page 3. Footnotes, Page Credits and External Re-
sources appear on page 4. Consider printing and sharing the offered PDF narrative and other 
listed resources with family, friends and strangers alike for use in Bible Studies (20), Home/
Church Faith Sharing Groups (21), Discipleship Encounters (22) and/or Personal Faith En-
richment! 
  
Modifications are welcome at goodnews@marionmannaproject.com. 
  

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
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Map published courtesy of Closer Day by Day Ministries  www.closerdaybyday.org/joshua-chapter-20/ 
(f) (not for profit use only) 
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This document has been generated for non-profit use. 
Feel free to re-produce and distribute without monetary gain. 

SPREAD JESUS. 
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