
  
 

Obituary 
Archdiocese of Baltimore 

Reverend Brian Michael Rafferty 
July 22, 1937 – December 24, 2021 

 
Reverend Brian Michael Rafferty, was born on July 22, 1937 in Baltimore, MD to Joseph 
Bernard Rafferty and the former Mary F. Hurley.  He was raised as only child by 
devout Catholic parents. His father worked as an attorney for a tugboat company. His 
mother was a homemaker. The family lived in Edmondson Village and was involved in 
many church activities at their local parish.  
 
Father Rafferty was baptized at St. Bernadine Catholic Church in Baltimore, Maryland 
on August 15, 1937. He was confirmed at the same church on May 15, 1947 by the Most 
Reverend Lawrence Shehan. He attended St. Bernadine’s Parish Elementary school for 
the eight years of elementary school before entering Saint Charles College High School 
in Baltimore. He attended Saint Charles College before entering St. Mary’s College 
Seminary on Paca Street. He was assigned to study theology at the North American 
College in Rome where he was awarded a Licentia in Sacred Theology. He was 
incardinated in the Archdiocese of Baltimore on January 15, 1961. He was ordained to 
the priesthood for the Archdiocese of Baltimore on December 19, 1962 at Rome, Italy by 
the Most Reverend Martin J. O’Connor, D.D., Rector of the North American College.  
 
Beginning in July 1963 Father Rafferty was appointed as Assistant Priest at Immaculate 
Conception Parish in Towson, Maryland. On February 28, 1970 he was appointed to the 
same office at Our Lady of Hope Parish in Baltimore. He was assigned as the Founding 
Pastor to the Church of the Resurrection in Ellicott City on June 5, 1974. He left that 
parish for an educational sabbatical at the Washington Theological Union beginning in 
January of 1991. After his sabbatical he was assigned to the office of Associate Pastor at 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Baltimore on July 1, 1991. He was appointed Pastor 
of Our Lady of the Chesapeake Parish in Pasadena on July 15, 1992. He served as 
Temporary Administrator for St. Jane Frances Chantal Parish in Pasadena for a time 
beginning on January 1, 2004. He remained as Pastor of Our Lady of the Chesapeake 
until he retired on July 2, 2017.  
 
Father Rafferty served as a member of the Archdiocesan Commission for Christian 
Unity beginning on March 9, 1967 and was appointed as its chairman on November 11, 



1972. He was also appointed as the CCD Area Director for the Northern Suburban Area 
on August 13, 1968 and as an Advocate for the Metropolitan Tribunal on April 10, 1978. 
He also served on the Columbia Inter-Faith Planning Council, the Board of Managers 
for the Towson YMCA and the President of Ministerium, an ecumenical group in the 
Catonsville area. At the time of his death he was serving as a member of the Presbyteral 
Council. 
 
According to longtime friend and colleague at our Lady of the Chesapeake, Tim 
Janiszewski, Father Rafferty knew he wanted to be a priest from the time he was four 
years old and played “priest” with other children from his extended family. Ruth Puhls, 
another longtime friend said, “…[h]e was impressed with the priests he met at his 
parish, St. Bernadine, and mentioned his desire to Father E. Gerard Huesman, then an 
assistant at that parish, who helped the young Father Rafferty enter preparation for 
priestly ministry beginning in 8th grade.” 
 
Father Rafferty was also committed to keeping up to date on church theological matters 
through constantly reading theological journal articles, remembered both friends. 
Father Rafferty felt a priest needed to keep up with the changes within the Church 
regardless of his age so he could lead his parishioners and better understand younger 
priests. Mr. Janiszewski remembered that it was Father Rafferty who encouraged him to 
consider working full-time as a parish youth ministry even as Mr. Janiszewski was 
working as a newly graduated engineer. Father Rafferty encourage young people, 
especially young adults through conversation and the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  
 
Mr. Janiszewski noted that Father Rafferty loved to be on the water and could be found 
sailing or kayaking on the Magothy River well into his 70s. He also loved cruising and 
often said it did not matter where the ship was going, but being on the water was what 
he loved most. He travelled to Alaska, the Caribbean and the Mediterranean. He also 
loved opera and classical music to the point that his last outing before Thanksgiving 
was to hear the Baltimore Symphony. He enjoyed sharing his wide knowledge of 
classical composers with anyone who asked. “He was an excellent cook and enjoyed 
visiting with me and my family for many years,” said Mr. Janiszewski. 
 
In a Catholic Review article published at the time of his retirement in 2017, Father 
Rafferty remembered going to March on Washington in August of 1963 where he heard 
the Reverend Martin Luther King give his famous “I Have A Dream Speech”. He 
credited his devotion to social justice to the values his parents instilled in him at an 
early age. This desire for social justice manifested itself by Father Rafferty’s “…making 
the invisible person, visible…” according to Ms. Puhls. She went on to say that Father 
Rafferty was “devoted to the service of the poor and actively supported the work of 
Catholic Charities….he never passed by a person in need without stopping.” She also 
recalled him literally taking off his coat and giving it to a person in need. 
 



 
Father Rafferty was also devoted to other priests, according to both friends who 
remembered him saying that the priesthood “…was the greatest fraternity in the 
world…” He was well known for writing to those priests who decided to leave ministry 
to thank them for their service and to wish them well. He also tried to assist both 
younger priests who needed mentors find experienced, actively retired priests to 
support them as they moved into their first assignments. Father Rafferty especially 
enjoyed administering the Sacraments of Reconciliation and the Eucharist. He was also 
especially attentive to visiting sick to offer them the Sacrament of Anointing. 
 
Father Rafferty is survived by his niece Mrs. Patricia Bruner and her husband Michael 
as well as three cousins. 
 
Arrangements are as follows: 
Reception of the Body, officiated by Bishop Denis Madden 

 Thursday, December 30, 2021 at 12 noon at Our Lady of the Chesapeake 
Church, 8325 Ventnor Road, Lake Shore, MD 21122 

 
Visitation / Viewing 

 Thursday, December 30, 2021 at noon to 5pm at Our Lady of the Chesapeake 
Church, 8325 Ventnor Road, Lake Shore, MD 21122 
 

Mass of Christian Burial 

 Thursday, December 30, 2021 at 7pm at Our Lady of the Chesapeake Church, 
Archbishop William Lori, Celebrant; Father Josh Laws, Homilist 

 
Interment will be private and take place at a later date. 
 
Expressions of Condolence may be sent to: 
Michael and Pat Bruner 
2297 Ballard Way 
Ellicott City, MD 21042 
 
Donations 
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to Our Lady of the Chesapeake 
Parish. 
 
 
May he rest in peace.  
Please pray for Father Rafferty and may all the faithfully departed rest in peace.  
May the God grant him eternal rest.   
Pray too for his family and friends who mourn his passing.   
May the promise of our faith be a source of hope and consolation for them. 



  
 
 


