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The virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

And they shall name him Emmanuel. 

He aquí que la virgen concebirá y dará a luz un hijo, 

y le pondrán el nombre de Emmanuel. 

Today’s readings demonstrate the Father’s love for each of us, 
culminating in the gift of Jesus Christ on Christmas Day. In grati-
tude, we embrace a stewardship way of life with all we have to give 
in return. St. Joseph is an unparalleled example of this lifestyle, as 
he answers God’s call to serve. It was he who found the stable 
where the baby would be born and who prepared it for the soon to 
come birth. Joseph protected his family and tended their well-being 
at the expense of his own plans and preferences. We hear no words 
from Joseph, yet his actions show his life was a gift to his family 
through his strong guidance, protection, stewardship and service. 

Las lecturas de hoy demuestran el amor del Padre por cada uno 
de nosotros, que culmina con el regalo de Jesucristo el día de Navi-
dad. En agradecimiento, adoptamos un estilo de vida de mayor-
domía con todo lo que tenemos para dar a cambio. San José es un 
ejemplo incomparable de este estilo de vida, ya que responde al 
llamado de Dios para servir. Fue él quien encontró el establo donde 
nacería el bebé y quien lo preparó para el próximo nacimiento. José 
protegió a su familia, cuidó el bienestar a expensas de sus propios 
planes y preferencias. No escuchamos palabras de José, pero sus 
acciones muestran que su vida fue un regalo para su familia a 
través de su fuerte guía, protección y servicio. 

Winter Weekly Schedule of Services 
Saturday in English / Sábado en Inglés , Unionville 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday in English / Domingo en Inglés Milan 8:30 a.m.  
Sunday in Spanish / Domingo en Español, Milan 11:00 a.m. 

Evening Vespers with Communion: Wed, 6:00 p.m. 
Reconciliation, 30 minutes before mass & by appointment 

Birthdays / Cumpleaños: December / Diciembre 11, Jazelle Bahena; 12 Maira Gomez, Daniel Per-

ales; 12 Maira Gomez, Daniel Perales; 14, Lesli Bahena, Jesica Perez; 17, Maria Castanedañ 19, Daniel 

Hatcher; 23, Paula May, Xavier Bahena; 25, Rodrigo Martinez; 28, Jennifer Gomez. 

Anniversaries/Aniversarios...December/Diciembre 17, Alfredo y Claudia Colon, 30 años. 

www.stmary.church 
Deacon John Weaver   

Parish Life Collaborator 
deacon@stmary.church 

(660) 265-4110
Father Pat Dolan 

Sacramental Minister 
padre@stmary.church 

Dc. Jerónimo Chinchilla 
jeronimo@stmary.church 

Fourth Sunday of Advent, Year A   

Cuarto Domingo de Adviento, año a  

Gospel of St. Matthew/El Evangelio de San Mateo 

December/Diciembre 18, 2022 

From Deacon John… 

Weekly Readings 
www.usccb.org/bible/readings 

December 18, Sunday-Domingo  

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Cuarto Domingo de Adviento 

Is  7:10-14 

Rom  1:1-7 

Mt  1:18-24 

December 19, Monday-Lunes 

Jgs/Ju  13:2-7, 24-25a 

Lk/Lc  1:5-25 

December 20, Tuesday-Martes 

Is  7:10-14 

Lk/Lc  1:26-38 

Dec 21, Wednesday-Miércoles 

Sg/Can  2:8-14 

Lk/Lc  1:39-45 

December 22, Thursday-Jueves 

1 Sm  1:24-28 

Lk/Lc  1:46-56 

December 23, Friday-Viernes 

Mal/Mi  3:1-4, 23-24 

Lk/Lc  1:57-66 

December 24, Saturday-Sábado 

2 Sm  7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 

Lk/Lc  1:67-79 

December 24, Saturday-Sábado 

The Vigil / La Vigilia 

Is  62:1-5 

Acts/Hch  13:16-17, 22-25 

Mt  1:1-25 

December 25, Sunday-Domingo  

The Nativity / Natividad del Señor 

Is  52:7-10 

Heb/Hb  1:1-6 

Jn  1:1-18 

Mass Intentions 
Sat, Dec 17, 4:30 p.m. Unionville 

†Rev. Edwin Cole 

Sun, Dec 18, 8:30 a.m. Milan 

 †Joe McCarty 

Sun, Dec 18, 11:00 a.m. Milan 

Parish 
Sat, Dec 24, 4:30 p.m. Unionville 

Parish 
Sun, Dec 25, 8:30 a.m. Milan 

 Parish 

Sun, Dec 25, 11:00 a.m. Milan 

Parish 

We need your support and stewardship. 

For safety and convenience, 
you may donate using the par-
ish website or use your phone 
camera and scan this QR Code. 
If you have questions or need 
assistance call Deacon John at 
660 265-4110.  

Necesitamos su apoyo . 

Por conveniencia, puede donar 

usando el sitio web de la par-

roquia o usar la cámara de su 

teléfono y escanear este Código 

QR. Si necesita ayuda, llame al 

un Diácono al 660 265-4110. 

...An entirely new, 7200 square foot, 

ADA accessible, building located 

adjacent to the present parking lot 

on the West side of the church  

building containing…. 

 Three large classrooms 

 A large meeting room (doubling as 

a 4th classroom if needed)  

 Administrative and pastoral 

office areas 

 Multiple large ADA restrooms 

 A modern, spacious commercial 

kitchen  

 A multi-purpose gathering space 

seating more than 200 people 

 Multi-use storage areas 

 A performance area (Stage) 

Go to Unionville Bulletin

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings
https://stmary.church/on-line-giving


Background on the Gospel 

The Gospel of Matthew tells the story 
of the birth of Jesus from Joseph's per-
spective. Today's Gospel passage is the 
second movement in this story. In the 
preceding verses of the first chapter of 
Matthew's Gospel, the Evangelist has 
listed the genealogy of Jesus, tracing his 
lineage through King David to Abraham. 
In the chapter to follow, Matthew tells of 
the visit from the Magi, the Holy Family's 
flight into Egypt, and Herod's massacre of 
the infants in Bethlehem. (The other sto-
ries of Christmas, the Annunciation, the 
Visitation, the angel and the shepherds, 
are found in the Gospel of Luke). 

We must not gloss over too quickly 
the difficult circumstances described in 
today's Gospel. The way that Joseph and 
Mary face these circumstances tells us 
much about these holy people and their 
faith in God. Joseph and Mary are be-
trothed to be married. This is sometimes 
described as an engagement period, but it 
is more than that. Betrothal in first centu-
ry Jewish culture was in fact the first part 
of the marriage contract. A breach of this 

contract was consid-
ered adultery. Mary is 
found to be with child. 
If adultery is proven, 
the punishment might 
be death. Joseph has 
rights under Mosaic 
law, but chooses to act 
discreetly in his plans 
to break the marriage 
contract, so as to pro-
tect Mary. Then God 
intervenes. 

Breaking the Silence of Abuse 

We are committed to breaking the silence of 
abuse.  When someone is reporting abuse, we 
must acknowledge their pain and how 
difficult it is to talk about it.  False allegations 
are rare.  Our initial response to someone who 
is disclosing abuse for the first time must be 
compassionate.  For those who need to report 
abuse, contact our Victims Assistance Coor-
dinator and  make use of the appropriate State 
of Missouri hotline or the Attorney General’s 
clergy abuse online form. 

Rompiendo el silencio del abuso 
Estamos comprometidos a romper el silencio 
del abuso. Cuando alguien denuncia un abuso, 
debemos reconocer su dolor y lo difícil que es 
hablar de ello. Las acusaciones falsas son muy 
raras. Nuestra respuesta inicial a alguien que 
revela un abuso por primera vez debe ser 
compasiva. Para aquellos que necesitan 
denunciar el abuso, anímelos a comunicarse 
con nuestra Coordinadora de Asistencia a las 
Víctimas, y a utilizar la línea directa 
correspondiente del Estado de Mis-souri o el 
formulario en línea de abuso del clero del 
Procurador General. 

Calendar of Events 

Giving and  

Expenditures 

Last 30 

Days 

Year 

To Date 

Weekly Collections $8,473 $38,832 

Operating Expense $8,669 $38,535 

Balance -$196 $297 

Dec 16-23 
7:00 pm 

Las Posadas 
Milan Iglesia 

Sun, Dec 18 
8:30 am 

4th Sunday of Advent & stream 
at stmary.church 

Sun, Dec 18 
9:30 am 

Christmas Decorations 
Milan Church 

Sun, Dec 18 
9:30 am 

Coffee and Doughnuts 
Milan Kitchen 

Sun, Dec 18 
9:45 am 

PSR Class Day 
Milan Parish Hall 

Sun, Dec 18 
11:00 am 

4° Domingo de Adviento  
Misa y en vivo en stmary.church 

Tue, Dec 20 
9-10:00 am

Ladies Yoga,  
Milan Parish Hall 

Tue, Dec 20 
6:00-8:00 pm 

San Juan Grupo de Oración, 
Milan Iglesia  

Wed, Dec 21 
6:00 pm 

Evening Prayer w Communion 
Milan Church 

Fri, Dec 23 
9-10:00 am

Ladies Yoga,  
Milan Parish Hall 

Sat, Dec 24 
4:30 pm 

Christmas Eve Mass 
Unionville Church 

Sat, Dec 24 
7:00 pm 

Christmas Eve Mass 
Milan Church 

Sun, Dec 25 
8:30 am 

Christmas Day Mass & stream at 
stmary.church 

Sun, Dec 25 
9:30 am 

NO Coffee and Doughnuts 
Milan Kitchen 

Sun, Dec 25 
9:45 am 

NO PSR Class Holiday 

Sun, Dec 25 
11:00 am 

La Natividad del Señor 
Misa y en vivo en stmary.church 

The message of the angel of the Lord giv-
en to Joseph in his dream tells us much about 
the child that Mary bears and his role in 
God's plan. He is conceived by the Holy Spir-
it. His name will be Jesus, which in the He-
brew means “Yahweh saves.” He will be the 
fulfillment of the prophecy heard in today's 
first reading from Isaiah: “. . . The virgin 
shall be with child . . . and shall name him 
Emmanuel [God with us].” 

Joseph does as the angel of the Lord di-
rects. He takes Mary to be his wife and ac-
cepts the child in her womb as his own. Jo-
seph and Mary are both cooperative with 
God's plan. They are both models for us of 
what it means to be faithful servants of God. 

Pastoral Council 
Rex May, councilPresident@stmarymilan.com; Felipe Bahena, Jr., vice-president 

Pedro Arriola, Tom Nee, Buildings; Jean Nee, Irma Bahena Activities; 
Dan vanIngen,  Liturgy; Roman Bahena, Blanca Chinchilla, Formation;   

Mariam Camacho, Cecelia Pacheco, Youth; Suzie Gardner, Josefina Pineda, Social Justice; 
John Mino, Alfredo Reyes, Nick Lentz, Angel Osorio, Stewardship;  

Lety Curiel, Jean Nee, Altar Society; Irma Bahena, Roman Bahena, San Juan Bautisa 

Remember your commitment of a minimum 

of one hour of worship, prayer, service    

and wage each week. 

https://stmary.church/masses
https://stmary.church/masses


 

Weekly Readings 
www.usccb.org/bible/readings 

December 18, Sunday-Week 4  

Is  7:10-14 

Rom  1:1-7 

Mt  1:18-24 

December 19, Monday 

Jgs  13:2-7, 24-25a 

Lk  1:5-25 

December 20, Tuesday 

Is  7:10-14 

Lk  1:26-38 

December 21, Wednesday 

Sg  2:8-14 

Lk  1:39-45 

December 22, Thursday 

1 Sm  1:24-28 

Lk  1:46-56 

December 23, Friday 

Mal  3:1-4, 23-24 

Lk  1:57-66 

December 24, Saturday 

2 Sm  7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 

Lk  1:67-79 

December 25, Sunday 

The Nativity of the Lord 

Is  52:7-10 

Heb/Hb  1:1-6 

Jn  1:1-18 

Saint Mary 

Catholic Parish 
Unionville Church, 1118 East Main Street 

Mail: Box 147, Milan, Missouri 63556 

(660) 947-2599   www.StMary.Church

office@StMary.Church

Milan Rectory (660) 265-4110 

Parish Life Collaborator Dc John Weaver  

deacon@stmary.church 

Sacramental Minister Fr Patrick Dolan 

padre@stmary.church 

Assisting Deacon: Jerónimo Chinchilla 

jeronimo@stmary.church 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Year A, Sunday, December 17-18, 2022 

The virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

And they shall name him Emmanuel. 

As our Advent preparations draw to a 
close and Christmas fast approaches, 
today’s readings demonstrate the Fa-
ther’s perfect love for each of us, culmi-
nating in the gift of Jesus Christ on 
Christmas Day. In gratitude for this gift, 
we can in return, embrace a stewardship 
way of life with all the love and strength 
we have to give. In our Gospel, we find an 
unparalleled example for us in St. Joseph, 
as he answers God’s call. It was he who 
found the stable where the baby would be 
born and who cleaned and prepared it for 
the soon to come birth. Joseph protected 
his family, guarded them, and tended to 
their safety, their comfort, and their well-
being at the expense of his own plans and 
preferences. We hear no words from Jo-
seph, yet his actions show his life was a 
gift to his family through his strong guid-
ance, protection, and service. 

From Deacon John... 

Winter Schedule of Services 
Saturday in English, Unionville 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday in English, Milan 8:30 a.m.  
Domingo en Español, Milan 11:00 a.m. 

Evening Prayer, Unionville, Wed, 5:00 p.m. 
Reconciliation, 30 minutes before mass  

or by appointment 

We need your ongoing support and stewardship.     

You may donate on the parish website or use your phone 

camera and scan this QR Code.  ——> 

For the health and well-being of our entire community, 

Saint Mary Parish will provide masks and hand sanitizer 

to all who choose to use those precautions. 

We pray with humility for all those suffering from illness, disease or stress. 

We lift up to the Lord all those who have died, may they enjoy the fullness of 

Christ. We pray too, for all those who serve the public good in any way. May 

we be strong in our faith and per-

sistent in our steward’s efforts as 

the hands and feet of our Lord. 

The gospels challenge us to recog-

nize the truly important things in 

life and the care and compassion 

necessary to accomplish them. 

May God aid us in our efforts. 

Bishop McKnight’s December Prayer Intention:   

During the holiday season, may our self-centeredness be re-

placed with generosity; our frustration with compassion; our 

anxieties with patience; and our intolerance with understand-

ing.  We pray to the Lord. 

Giving and 

Expenditures 

Last 30 

Days 

Year 

To Date 

Collections $4,132 $18,439 

Expenses $2,978 $14,782 

Balance $1,154 $3,657 

 Pope Francis’ reflection on today’s Gospel. 
We need to always be open to surprise about how God works and how His 

actions are different from how we would presume they would be, exceeding our 

needs and expectations, the Pope emphasized. So we need to seek the Lord al-

ways, keep our eyes open, and be changed by Him. Recalling the work of theolo-

gian Henri de Lubac, he said that God needs to be rediscovered in a series of 

stages, sometimes with the idea that we may be losing Him. Like John the Bap-

tist, may we too rediscover Him, also by opening our minds and not letting our 

ideas and mindsets limit our understanding.  

At times we also may not see any newness in the Lord, the Pope suggested, 

and be held captive by our thinking that we know so much already about Him. 

Perhaps we see a powerful God only but overlook His humble meekness, mercy 

and love, "who always intervenes respecting our freedom and our choices," he 

added. Our ideas or biases about God and even others need to be challenged, he 

said, and Advent is an ideal time for "overturning our perspectives, for letting 

ourselves be surprised by God’s mercy."  

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings
https://stmary.church/on-line-giving


Background on the Gospel  
 

 The Gospel of Matthew tells the 
story of the birth of Jesus from Jo-
seph's perspective. Today's Gospel 
passage is the second movement in 
this story. In the preceding verses of 
the first chapter of Matthew's Gospel, 
the Evangelist has listed the genealo-
gy of Jesus, tracing his lineage 
through King David to Abraham. In 
the chapter to follow, Matthew tells of 
the visit from the Magi, the Holy 
Family's flight into Egypt, and 
Herod's massacre of the infants in 
Bethlehem. (The other stories which 
we associate with Christmas, the An-
nunciation, the Visitation, the angel 
and the shepherds, are found in the 
Gospel of Luke). 
 We must not gloss over too quick-

ly the difficult circumstances de-
scribed in today's Gospel. The way 
that Joseph and Mary face these cir-
cumstances tells us much about these 
holy people and their faith in God. 
Joseph and Mary are betrothed to be 
married. This is sometimes described 
as an engagement period, but it is 
more than that. Betrothal in first cen-
tury Jewish culture was in fact the 
first part of the marriage contract. A 
breach of this contract was considered 
adultery. Mary is found to be with 
child. If adultery is proven, the pun-
ishment might be death. Joseph has 
rights under Mosaic law, but chooses 
to act discreetly in his plans to break 
the marriage contract, so as to protect 
Mary. Then God intervenes. 
 The message of the angel of the 
Lord given to Joseph in his dream 

Theme of the Week 
 Advent Four - Mt 1:18-24 

 

Scripture Passage: The angel of 
the Lord appeared in a dream and 
said, "Joseph, son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary your 
wife into your home. For it is 
through the Holy Spirit that this 
child has been conceived in her."  
 

For adults:  In what ways have 
you experienced divine encoun-
ters? 
 

For children: How does God 
talk to you? 

Calendar of Events 

Sat, Dec 17 
4:30 pm 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Unionville Church 

Sun, Dec 18 
8:30 am 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Milan & livestream  

Sun, Dec 18 
11:00 am 

4° Domingo de Adviento, 
Spanish Mass Milan  

Wed, Dec 21 
5:00 pm 

Evening Prayer w Com-
munion, Unionville 

Sat, Dec 24 
4:30 pm 

Christmas Eve Mass 
Unionville Church 

Sat, Dec 24 
7:00 pm 

Christmas Eve Mass 
Milan Church 

Sun, Dec 25 
8:30 am 

Christmas Day Mass 
Milan Church 

Sun, Dec 25 
11:00 am 

La Natividad del Señor, 
Spanish Mass Milan  

Sun, Dec 28 
5:00 pm 

No Evening Prayer 
Unionville Churvh 

Ministers  December 

Coordinator Ed Brockmeyer 

Music Julia Rasmussen 

Environment Kathleen VanWhye 

Acolyte Ed Brockmeyer 

Lead Rosary Kathleen VanWhye 

Greeters Linn and Kim 

Lector Ed Penca 

Communion             Kay Bonifazi 

Church Cleaning Steve & Doris   
Benson 

Plants Margaret Szucs 

Supplies  Mary Greinert  

 

December Birthdays: 19, Julia Rasmussen; 24, Jenna Knowles  

December Anniversaries: None 

Remember your commitment  

to  return to God the Father,                 

a minimum of one hour  

of worship,  

one hour of  prayer,  

one hour of service and 

one hour of wage each week. 

tells us much about the child that 
Mary bears and his role in God's 
plan. He is conceived by the Holy 
Spirit. His name will be Jesus, which 
in the Hebrew means “Yahweh 
saves.” He will be the fulfillment of 
the prophecy heard in today's first 
reading from Isaiah: “. . . The virgin 
shall be with child . . . and shall name 
him Emmanuel [God with us].” 
 Joseph does as the angel of the 
Lord directs and takes Mary to be his 
wife accepting the child in her womb 
as his own. Joseph and Mary are both 
cooperative with God's plan. They 
are both models for us of what it 
means to be faithful servants of God. 

Mass Intentions 
Sat, Dec 17, 4:30 p.m. Unionville   
 †Rev. Edwin Cole 
Sun, Dec 18, 8:30 a.m. Milan   
  †Joe McCarty 
Sun, Dec 18, 11:00 a.m. Milan    
 Parish 
Sat, Dec 24, 4:30 p.m. Unionville   
 and 7:00 p.m. Milan   
 Parish 
Sun, Dec 25, 8:30 a.m. Milan   
  Parish 
Sun, Dec 25, 11:00 a.m. Milan    
 Parish 
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