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 How do the people in this 
parish serve one another?
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 Jesus’ Followers Serve Others   

P F L A U M  G O S P E L  W E E K L I E S  F a i t h  F o r m a t i o n  P r o g r a m

Teacher: Welcome to our Good News year. 

Let us make the Sign of the Cross to begin 

our prayer.All: In the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Teacher: In this Sunday’s Gospel, we learn 

that Jesus wants his disciples to welcome 

and serve each other. Let us listen to the 

story again.Three children proclaim the Gospel.

Teacher: Jesus wants us to be his disciples 

too. Jesus wants us to serve others, just as 

he did. Let us pledge ourselves to learning 

how to be like Jesus.

Teacher calls each child forward. Child tapes 

or staples his or her Good News link into the 

class chain.Teacher: _______________ , do you want to be a 

disciple of Jesus?

Each child: Yes, I want to learn Jesus’ way.

Teacher: Jesus, help us show by our love 

and care for each other that we are your 

followers. Thank you for all your gifts, 

especially ___________________ . Keep us safe in 

your love today and forever. 

All: Amen.

Discipleship Prayer Service

Prayer

The Greatest 

Serve Others

Go to page 4 of your 

Catechism handbook 

to learn more about 

the Good News.

   Connecting GOSPEL

    and DOCTRINE

   

Question of the WeekHow can you serve others and 

help them with the difficulties 

they are experiencing? Family PrayerLord, help us to see you when we see people in need.

Catholic Faith Word

Servant A person who takes 

care of the needs of others.  

Jesus’ followers serve others.

Jesus teaches his followers that serving others 

is important. In Jesus’ community, serving 

others and putting others first make people 

great. Disciples of Jesus build community 

through loving acts of kindness and service.      

How is this parish community 

serving each other?

September 23, 2018

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Volume 37, Number 1

Who Serves  at Church?
The NEW

Gospel Weeklies
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Parent Teaching Pages
September 19, 2021 • 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sunday Readings: Wisdom 2:12, 17–20;
James 3:16—4:3; Mark 9:30–37 

Sunday Gospel Background
In Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus teaches his disciples that his highest value is service. Jesus puts his arms around a child to demonstrate 
that welcoming others, including the smallest among us, is welcoming him. Good News provides stories and activities that will 
invite your child to connect with Jesus’ story and the Sunday Gospel message. 

Check off the boxes as you complete each part of the lesson.

 Pray together “Dear Jesus, thank you for your many blessings. Help our family learn to know and love you better this 
year. Amen.” 

 Cover Activity  l   Who Serves Others? (page 1) Ask: What does it mean to serve? To take care of the 
needs of others. Read the question on the cover aloud and give your child time to examine the photos. Ask: Who served in 
some of these ways at our church last Sunday? Ask: In what other ways do people of our parish serve others? Some are shown 
in the photos. You might share a recent parish bulletin or newsletter to point out additional ways people in your parish serve 
others—within the parish and in the larger community. 

 Story  l   The New Babies (page 2) Read the story aloud together. You might take turns reading one paragraph 
at a time. Or you can read the story aloud as your child follows along.

 Discuss the story using the Know questions. Accept and affirm your child’s answers to the questions, especially the last one. 
You might need to remind your child of the ways he or she helps—cleaning room, caring for pets or plants, etc. 

 Sunday Gospel  l   Who Is the Greatest? (page 3) Divide up the three reading parts between you and 
your child. If available, invite another family member to read a part. Other family members can listen as well. 

 Discuss the Know questions related to the Gospel. After listening to the response to the first question, you’ll have an idea 
of your child’s comprehension of the Gospel. From this, you might decide to read the Gospel again. Use the second question to 
help your child begin to understand that Jesus liked to be with people who didn’t think they were special but who loved and 
shared with others. 

 Catholic Faith Word  l   servant (page 4) Remind your child about your earlier discussion about what it 
means to serve. Point out the Catholic Faith Word on page 4. Read the definition together. Emphasize that in Sunday’s Gospel, 
Jesus tells us that we must put the needs of others before our own. We must be the “servant of all” (Mark 9:35). 

 Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4) Read “The Greatest Serve Others” together. Use this paragraph 
to summarize the message of the Gospel. Ask: What do you need to do if you want to be great? Serve. 

Share Experiences

Discover Gospel and Doctrine



Parent Resources
For weekly videos, assessments, and more, scan this code or go to p� aumweeklies.com/family
Visit www.usccb.org/bible/readings to read this Sunday’s Scripture
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Teacher: Welcome to our Good News year. 

Let us make the Sign of the Cross to begin 

our prayer.All: In the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Teacher: In this Sunday’s Gospel, we learn 

that Jesus wants his disciples to welcome 

and serve each other. Let us listen to the 

story again.Three children proclaim the Gospel.

Teacher: Jesus wants us to be his disciples 

too. Jesus wants us to serve others, just as 

he did. Let us pledge ourselves to learning 

how to be like Jesus.

Teacher calls each child forward. Child tapes 

or staples his or her Good News link into the 

class chain.Teacher: _______________ , do you want to be a 

disciple of Jesus?

Each child: Yes, I want to learn Jesus’ way.

Teacher: Jesus, help us show by our love 

and care for each other that we are your 

followers. Thank you for all your gifts, 

especially ___________________ . Keep us safe in 

your love today and forever. 

All: Amen.

Discipleship Prayer Service

Prayer

The Greatest 

Serve Others

Go to page 4 of your 

Catechism handbook 

to learn more about 

the Good News.

   Connecting GOSPEL

    and DOCTRINE

   

Question of the WeekHow can you serve others and 

help them with the difficulties 

they are experiencing? Family PrayerLord, help us to see you when we see people in need.

Catholic Faith Word

Servant A person who takes 

care of the needs of others.  

Jesus’ followers serve others.

Jesus teaches his followers that serving others 

is important. In Jesus’ community, serving 

others and putting others first make people 
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September 19, 2021 • 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Lesson Theme: Jesus’ followers serve others.

WHAT THE CHURCH BELIEVES AND TEACHES HANDBOOK
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Open the What the Church Believes and Teaches handbook to page 16. Invite your child to find the words 
Help Wanted in green near the bottom of the page. Ask: Do you know what a help-wanted ad is? Explain 
that we might see them in the newspaper and in store and business windows. Invite your child to read 
aloud the lines of the ad in the box. Explain that a disciple is a follower of Jesus who learns from Jesus and 
tries to live what Jesus teaches. 

Ask: Do you know who Paul is? Saint Paul is a follower of Jesus. He started many Christian communities in 
the years after Jesus’ Death and Resurrection. He wrote letters to the communities to teach them about Jesus 
and give them advice about living as Jesus’ followers. This help-wanted ad tells us that Paul needs our help 
to share the Good News about Jesus. Talk about how your child might complete the application. Encourage 
your child to think about his or her talents and how your child can use them as a servant of God and others. 
Offer additional help as needed. When your child has finished, read the application together and affirm 
what your child has shared.

Once you have completed this section of the lesson, close the handbook and return to Good News, page 3. 

Activity  l   How Do You Serve Others? (page 3) Read the directions aloud, then have your child read 
aloud the ways to serve. Ask: Do these give you any ideas for serving? Invite your child to think of additional ways. Provide 
extra paper if your child has more than one idea. Finish by having your child read and follow the directions for the strip at the 
bottom of page 3.

Closing Prayer  l   Discipleship Prayer Service (page 4) End your learning session by praying aloud 
the prayer service together. Adjust the part about creating a class chain by inviting your child to tape the name strip to his or 
her learning/work space as a reminder that we are all learning to be Christ’s disciples every day. 

Family Corner (page 4) You can use the Question of the Week at family meals or while driving in the car. You 
might add the Family Prayer to your meal blessing each week as well.

Live the Gospel
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Jesus Connects Us

September 26, 2021
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

P F L A U M  G O S P E L  W E E K L I E S  F a i t h  F o r m a t i o n  P r o g r a m

Each of these children has 
something in common with the two others in the same row of pictures. For example, the children in the 

top row all wear team sweatshirts. Look at the other rows across, down, and diagonally. What do the children have in common?
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Parent Teaching Pages
September 26, 2021 • 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sunday Readings: Numbers 11:25–29;
James 5:1–6; Mark 9:38–43, 45, 47–48

Sunday Gospel Background 
In Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus’ disciples want to silence a healer who is not in their group. Jesus stands up for the healer. Jesus’ vision of 
who speaks truth is broader than his disciples’ vision. Jesus tells us to look for the good in others and to find ways we are connected. 
Jesus came to tell us that God’s love is for everyone. Sunday Mass is when Catholics most fully experience our identity as Church. 
This lesson can help your child understand that Jesus is with us at Mass in the people who gather, in the Bible readings, in Holy 
Communion, and in the priest. 

Check off the boxes as you complete each part of the lesson.

 Pray together “Dear God, thank you for our parish, a place for our family to praise you and learn about Jesus. Please 
bless the people of our parish. Amen.” 

 Cover Activity  l   How Are We Connected? (page 1) Read the directions on the cover together. Give 
your child time to find connections. Answers: Top row across: team sweatshirts; middle row across: girls; bottom row: jackets; 
first row down: crosses; middle row down: watches; third row down: caps; diagonal top left to bottom right: glasses; diagonal 
bottom left to top right: sports equipment. Ask: Can you name some connections you have to the children pictured here? 

 Story  l   The New Kid’s First Day (page 2) Share together about a time your family moved and your child 
began at a new school, or a time when your child met another child who was new to the school, neighborhood, or community. 
Ask: What is it like to be a new kid? Then read the story aloud with your child. 

 Discuss the Know question related to the story. Ask: What do you think Tommy told his parents about his first day at his 
new school? How can we help kids who are new to school or our neighborhood feel they are welcome and that they belong? 

 Sunday Gospel  l   Who Belongs? (page 3) Read the Gospel title aloud together and invite your child to tell 
you about the pictures. Jesus and his disciples see a man who is teaching a crowd of people. Proclaim the Gospel by dividing the 
reading parts between you and your child. 

 Discuss the Know questions related to the Gospel. 1. The disciples didn’t understand Jesus’ message that God’s love is for 
everyone. 2. Whoever believes in Jesus and follows his way belongs to Jesus’ group. 

 Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4) Read aloud “God’s Love Is for All” on page 4. Together, 
brainstorm ways your family can put Jesus’  teachings into practice in your daily life. 

 Activity  l   We Read from the Bible at Mass (page 3) Use a Bible to help your child find the Gospel 
story from Mark 9:38–48. (Reminder, if you do not have a Bible, visit https://bible.usccb.org/bible to locate books of the Bible.) 
Then show your child where Sunday’s Old Testament reading is (Numbers 11:25–29). Explain that Jesus and his first followers 
read these stories and heard them read aloud in the synagogue. Read the story of Eldad and Medad directly from the Bible. 

Ask: How is the story of Eldad and Medad like the Gospel story? What do the two stories show about belonging? Read aloud 
the paragraphs under the title “We Read from the Bible at Mass.” Let your child complete the activity independently, but offer 

Share Experiences

Discover Gospel and Doctrine



Parent Resources
For weekly videos, assessments, and more, scan this code or go to p� aumweeklies.com/family
Visit www.usccb.org/bible/readings to read this Sunday’s Scripture
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Each of these children has 
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GN40-2.indd   1GN40-2.indd   1

5/23/21   4:14 PM5/23/21   4:14 PM

September 26, 2021 • 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Lesson Theme: Jesus connects us.

help if needed. Answers: Lectionary, Gospels, Epistle, psalm, Old Testament. 

Catholic Faith Word  l   Lectionary (page 4) Read together the definition of Lectionary on page 4. 
Encourage your child to look for the Lectionary the next time you are at Mass. 

Open the What the Church Believes and Teaches handbook to page 22. Read the first two paragraphs aloud. 
Take turns reading the section in the blue box about the Liturgy of the Word. Invite your child to underline 
any action words, such as listen, say, offer, etc. 

Then have your child to turn to page 55 and find the definition for Psalm. Read the definition. Show where 
the Book of Psalms is in the Bible. Explain that there are 150 psalms and that these prayers were intended 
to be sung. We can think of them as song-prayers. Make the connection between the psalms in the Book of 
Psalms and the Responsorial Psalm at every Mass. 

Optionally, you can write the parts of the Liturgy of the Word on separate index cards. Shuffle them and 
work together with your child to put them in the order they happen at Mass. They are (in order): First 
Reading, Responsorial Psalm, Second Reading, Gospel, Homily, Creed, Prayer of the Faithful. 

Once you have completed this section of the lesson, close the handbook and return to Good News, page 4. 

Activity  l   Who Belongs to Jesus’ Group? (page 4) Read the title and introduction to the activity 
aloud. Take turns reading the description by each of the blank rectangles. Ask who your child knows who might fit each 
category and invite your child to fill in the rectangles. If your child gets stuck, feel free to offer suggestions. 

Closing Prayer Invite your child to repeat the words of this prayer after you: Loving God, we praise you because you are 
so good and loving! (Repeat.) We are Jesus’ followers. (Repeat.) We gather together as a family to learn about Jesus. (Repeat.) 
Thank you for your love for each of us. (Repeat.) Amen. (Repeat.) 

Live the Gospel

WHAT THE CHURCH BELIEVES AND TEACHES HANDBOOK
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Look at each picture. Who is welcoming someone else? 
Color the voice balloons next to the pictures that show ways 

someone has welcomed you. What other times have people welcomed you? When have you been a welcomer? 

We Are God’s Family

October 3, 2021
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

P F L A U M  G O S P E L  W E E K L I E S  F a i t h  F o r m a t i o n  P r o g r a m
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Parent Teaching Pages
October 3, 2021 • 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sunday Readings: Genesis 2:18–24;
Hebrews 2:9–11; Mark 10:2–16

Sunday Gospel Background 
In Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus welcomes children and their families and invites them to be his followers. He even asks his adult followers 
to be more like children because children are especially good at responding with their whole hearts to the goodness in others. 

Check off the boxes as you complete each part of the lesson.

 Pray together “Jesus, we know you love children and families. Thank you for giving us our family to love. Thank you for 
making us part of your family at church. Amen.” 

 Activity  l   Who Has Time for You? (page 4) Begin with this activity on page 4. Unscramble the words 
together or let your child do it independently. Answers: parent, coach, teacher, friend, sister, brother. Once your child has 
unscrambled the words, share some examples of these people from your child’s life. Ask how they make time for your child and 
how it makes your child feel. 

 Cover Activity  l   Who Welcomes You? (page 1) Turn back to the cover and read the header aloud. Read 
the first question below the pictures. For each picture, ask: Have you been welcomed in this way? If yes, direct your child to 
color the voice balloon for that picture. Take more time with the Baptism picture so your child understands this is when we are 
welcomed into God’s family. Ask the remaining questions on the page. 

 Story  l   Who Can Play? (page 2) The girl in today’s story turns the tables on children who won’t welcome her 
to their play by becoming a welcoming person herself. Read the story aloud to your child. When you get to the questions in red, 
pause and invite your child to speculate before continuing with the story. 

 Discuss the Know question related to the story. Explore Clare’s options with your child. Note that Dorine isn’t one of the 
children who had told Clare she couldn’t play with them. Ask: Would it make a difference if the child asking to play had been 
one who hadn’t let Clare play on the first day? Explore how our hurt or angry feelings can sometimes lead us to want to hurt 
the person who hurt us. Ask: What do you think Jesus would want Clare to do? 

 Sunday Gospel  l   Jesus Welcomes Children (page 3) Invite your child to describe what is happening 
in the big picture at the top of page 3. Help your child find Jesus (in white) sitting under the tree. Then ask your child to 
describe what is happening in the small round picture. Proclaim the Gospel together by alternating the reading parts. Invite 
other family members to participate, if available. 

 Discuss the Know questions related to the Gospel. After the first question, ask: When have you been left out because you 
were too young? Discuss the fact that sometimes this is done for your child’s safety, but sometimes grownups get busy with the 
things we think are important and we forget to pay attention to or include children. Jesus showed that people of all ages—
even small children—are important to him and part of God’s family. Discuss the second Know question. 

 Catholic Faith Word  l   Kingdom of God (page 4) Point out and invite your child to read aloud the line 
in the Gospel in which the term Kingdom of God appears. Ask: What prayer includes the words “thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done”? The Lord’s Prayer (Our Father). Refer to the definition of Kingdom of God on page 4. Read the definition together. 

Share Experiences

Discover Gospel and Doctrine



Parent Resources
For weekly videos, assessments, and more, scan this code or go to p� aumweeklies.com/family
Visit www.usccb.org/bible/readings to read this Sunday’s Scripture
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October 3, 2021 • 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Lesson Theme: The Church is the People of God.

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 3) Read “God’s Children” together. This is a good summary of the 
Gospel message and a lead-in to the next section on the Sacrament of Baptism. 

Open the What the Church Believes and Teaches handbook to page 21. Explain that even though many of 
us don’t remember what happened on the day of our Baptism, we can remember the importance of our 
Baptism every time we enter and leave the church. Ask: Do you remember what we do with water when we 
enter and leave a church? We remember our Baptism when we bless ourselves with holy water and make the 
Sign of the Cross. This is a reminder that we are members of God’s family because of our Baptism. Ask: Why is 
water a good sign of what happens in Baptism? It cleans and gives life. 

Have your child turn to page 21 in the Catechism handbook and find the words of Baptism. Make the 
connection between these words and the Sign of the Cross we make as we enter and leave church. Point out 
the sentence on page 21 after the words of Baptism. Ask: What two things do Baptism and Confirmation 
do? 1. Mark us as belonging to Christ. 2. Make us members of the Catholic Church. 

Print the words grace and sanctifying grace on a sheet of paper or a white board. Have your child find the 
definition of grace on page 53 and read it aloud. Point out the sentence that begins “The gift, a share...” 
Impress upon your child the responsibility of taking care of this very important gift—a share in God’s own 
life. Read the final sentence again. Have your child find the definition of sanctifying grace on page 55. Point 
out that God’s gift of sanctifying grace helps us to live as his children. 

Share pictures and stories from your child’s Baptism. If you can, find the dates when each member of your 
family was (or will be) baptized. Mark the dates on a calendar and remember to note and celebrate them 
this year. 

Once you have completed this section of the lesson, close the handbook and return to Good News, page 4. 

Activity  l   The Third Commandment: Keep Sunday Holy (page 4) Read aloud the activity title. 
Ask: What is another word we sometimes hear in this commandment? Sabbath instead of Sunday. Read the copy at the top of 
page 4 aloud together. Emphasize that the most important way to keep Sunday holy is going to Mass. Have your child color in 
the graph and discuss some new ways your family can keep Sunday holy. 

Closing Prayer Pray the Sign of the Cross. Invite your child to speak aloud some concerns or names of people to pray 
for. Respond to each with “Lord, hear our prayer.” Then pray: “Loving God, we ask you to hear our prayers and answer them. We 
make our prayer in Jesus’ name.” Your child can respond, “Amen.” Close with the Sign of the Cross. 

Live the Gospel
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Look at the pictures.
Circle the things you are willing to share.Use this symbol        to cross out those things you     do not want to share.
Why are you willing to share some things and not others?

Jesus Asks Us to Share

October 10, 2021
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time

P F L A U M  G O S P E L  W E E K L I E S  F a i t h  F o r m a t i o n  P r o g r a m
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Draw your 
favorite 

treasure.
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Parent Teaching Pages
October 10, 2021 • 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sunday Readings: Wisdom 7:7–11;
Hebrews 4:12–13; Mark 10:17–30

Sunday Gospel Background 
The rich man in Sunday’s Gospel wants to be God’s friend. But when Jesus suggests he do more than keep the commandments—
that he sell his belongings and give the money to the poor—the rich man walks away sad because he has many possessions and 
doesn’t want to part with them. We all know that sharing is not easy for children. This week, look for opportunities to reflect as a 
family on what you treasure, and how you can share your treasures with those who have less. 

Check off the boxes as you complete each part of the lesson.

 Pray together “Dear Jesus, thank you for your many blessings to us. Help us look for ways to share our blessings and 
treasures with others. Amen.” 

 Cover Activity  l   What Treasures Will You Share? (page 1) Invite your child to examine the cover 
pictures and draw a favorite treasure. It can be a pet, an item of clothing, a gift from someone special, etc. Read the instructions 
together and invite your child to do the activity independently. Discuss your child’s responses.

 Catholic Faith Word  l   treasure (page 4) Read together the definition of treasure on page 4. Ask: What do 
you think it means to treasure the things of Heaven? Are these some of the things we can’t buy? 

 Story  l   The Best Birthday Ever (page 2) Explain that this is a story about a girl who knows something 
about treasuring the things of Heaven. Invite your child to listen closely to try and figure out what she treasured over birthday 
gifts. Read the story aloud as your child follows along, or take turns reading each paragraph together.

 Discuss the Know questions related to the story. Then ask: How did Maddy show that she treasures the things of Heaven 
over things on earth? Note: While most children of this age are concrete thinkers, your child can probably name concepts like 
love, friendship, family, being kind, and helping others as things we treasure but can’t buy. 

 Sunday Gospel  l   Jesus Meets a Rich Man (page 3) Invite your child to turn to page 3 of Good News 
and describe the Gospel picture. Divide the three reading parts between you to proclaim the Gospel together. 

 Discuss the Know questions related to the Gospel. Then ask: Is Maddy like the rich man? Is she rich? Does she want to 
follow Jesus? Does Jesus love Maddy like he loved the rich man? Conclude that Jesus wants us to do our best to be loving and 
giving. When we grow up, we may be ready to do something much harder. Jesus loves us even if sometimes our choices are 
selfish. 

 Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 3) Read “Jesus Calls Us to Help the Poor” together. If your child is 
not familiar with the Ten Commandments, return to the second part of this section after completing the next step of the lesson. 

Share Experiences

Discover Gospel and Doctrine



Parent Resources
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Lesson Theme: Jesus wants us to share 

our treasures. 

 Open the What the Church Believes and Teaches handbook to page 31. Refer back to the Gospel on page 3 
of Good News. Jesus mentioned four of the commandments to the rich man in the Gospel. Name each one 
and invite your child to find them on page 31. Read each commandment and discuss ways to keep it before 
moving on.

Invite your child to think back to last week’s lesson. Ask: Do you remember what commandment we talked 
about last week? The Third Commandment. Read about this commandment on page 31. Talk about some 
ways your family has kept Sunday holy since your last discussion, and how you plan to continue. 

Read and discuss the meaning of the First and Second Commandments. Invite your child to look over the 
first three commandments to see how they are similar. Explain that the first three commandments tell us 
how to love God. 

Read and discuss the meaning of the remaining commandments. Explain that Commandments Four 
through Ten tell us how to love others. Choose one commandment and brainstorm some ways your family 
can keep that commandment. 

Once you have completed this section of the lesson, close the handbook and return to Good News, page 4. 

Activity  l   The Ten Commandments (page 4) Primary-aged children who have just celebrated or 
are preparing to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation need to have many opportunities to consider and live out the 
implications the Ten Commandments have in their lives. Have your child turn to page 4 of Good News. Read the directions 
together. Give your child time to complete the activity. Your child may see that more than one commandment may be involved. 
Refer back to Connecting Gospel and Doctrine on page 3. The second paragraph shows how sharing our treasures and helping 
the poor are ways to follow four different commandments. Go over the answers together. The most obvious answers are (top 
to bottom): Fifth, Third, Seventh, Fourth, Eighth. 

Closing Prayer “Loving God, you invite us to treasure what is good and to follow your commandments. Help us to 
choose to live as your followers every day. Amen.” 
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Parent Teaching Pages
October 17, 2021 • 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sunday Readings: Isaiah 53:10–11;
Hebrews 4:14–16; Mark 10:35–45 

Sunday Gospel Background 
In Sunday’s Gospel, James and John ask Jesus for special places in his kingdom. Jesus defines himself as one who serves, who gives 
his life to redeem all. He teaches that those who are first in the Christian community are the ones who serve others. This lesson can 
help your child recognize the good feelings that come from helping and serving others. 

Check off the boxes as you complete each part of the lesson.

 Pray together “Dear Jesus, guide us to carry your light in our hearts. Show us how to let our good actions shine your 
light for others. Amen.”

 Cover Activity  l   Who Is Important? (page 1) Look at the cover picture together and invite your child to 
read the words at the top. Read aloud the question at the bottom of the page. Read the missing-letter sentences aloud and 
have your child fill in the letters. Your child can then transfer the letters to the blanks at the bottom of the page. Answers: talk 
on the phone; Make French braids; Play Tic Tac Toe; Win the race; We both are. 

 Story  l   The Rabbit Food Fight (page 2) Read the title aloud and ask: What do you think the fight could be 
about? Read the story aloud together. 

 Discuss the Know questions related to the story. Then ask: Do you think Sam and Marty are sorry and will apologize to 
Ben? Or will they keep on teasing him? You may want to ask: Has anything like this ever happened to you? To someone you 
know? Invite your child to discuss the feelings of the four boys, and how this story makes your child feel. To get your child 
talking, you might share any similar experiences of your own, and how the story makes you feel.

 Sunday Gospel  l   Who Is Important? (page 3) Read the Gospel title aloud. Ask: How will Jesus answer 
this question? This Gospel reading has four speaking parts, which you can divide between you and your child. Invite additional 
family members to participate if available. Proclaim the Gospel by reading the speaking parts.

 Discuss the Know question related to the Gospel. Then ask: What did Jesus do to fit his own definition of important? He 
taught about God, had compassion for people, healed sick people, was patient with his disciples when they asked questions, gave 
people a second chance. Reread the last Jesus part in the Gospel aloud together. 

 Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 2) Read together “We Are the Body of Christ.” Help your child 
make the connection between our call to service and receiving Holy Communion. When we receive Holy Communion, we are 
joining our life to Christ’s life. His mission becomes our mission. We become his Body on earth. That means we are expected 
to join with others to serve as Jesus did. You may wish to read these words from Eucharistic Prayer III: “Grant that we, who are 
nourished by the Body and Blood of your Son and filled with his Holy Spirit, may become one body, one spirit in Christ” (Roman 
Missal, Third Edition). Ask: How can you be a servant to others? 
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October 17, 2021 • 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Lesson Theme: We are important to God.

 Open the What the Church Believes and Teaches handbook to page 22. Read the section on the Liturgy of the 
Eucharist. Invite your child to underline the words Jesus spoke at the Last Supper.

Then read aloud Luke 22:17–20. Explain that we celebrate Mass because Jesus said, “Do this in memory of 
me.” Emphasize that Jesus Christ is really present in the Eucharist. It may still look like bread and wine, but 
at Mass, it becomes Jesus’ Body and Blood. 

Once you have completed this section of the lesson, close the handbook and return to Good News, page 3. 

Activity  l   The Fourth Commandment (page 3) Review the Third Commandment—we honor God by 
keeping Sunday holy. The Fourth Commandment asks us to honor other people, especially parents. Invite your child to read the 
first paragraph silently. Then give your child time to make check marks next to all the statements that apply. All statements are 
ways to keep this commandment. Invite your child to write a way to keep the Fourth Commandment inside the tablet on the 
left.

Catholic Faith Word  l   honor (page 4) Review the meaning of honor. While the Fourth Commandment tells 
us to honor our father and mother—and that is very important—we must honor all people. This means we treat them with 
the respect due to any child of God. We don’t have to like or admire someone to treat them with basic respect. 

Activity  l   I Keep the Fourth Commandment (page 4) To make the booklet, begin by having 
your child separate pages 3-4 from 1-2. The heavy dark line on page 4 is the only cut line. You may need to help your child 
experiment with the folds to get it right. (See diagram, below.) Once the booklet is complete, read through it together. Have 
your child draw himself or herself keeping the Fourth Commandment in each of the rooms. 

Closing Prayer Teach your child this Psalm verse: “This is the day the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad” (Psalm 
118:24). Repeat it a few times with your child. End by praying: “Loving God, help us to have grateful hearts.” Your child can 
respond, “Amen.” 

Live the Gospel
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Parent Teaching Pages
October 24, 2021 • 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sunday Readings: Jeremiah 31:7–9;
Hebrews 5:1–6; Mark 10:46–52

Sunday Gospel Background 
After Jesus gives him his sight, Bartimaeus follows Jesus. Bartimaeus gives an example of a wholehearted believer and follower. We 
also witness this wholehearted response in the lives of saints we honor on All Saints’ Day (November 1). 

Check off the boxes as you complete each part of the lesson.

 Pray together “Jesus, thank you for our family and our friends. Thank you for calling us to be your followers. Help us 
learn more about you today and always. Amen.” 

 Cover Activity  l   We See God’s Goodness in Creation (page 1) Read the title and first paragraph 
together. Give your child time to complete the activity. Answers: Three white birds/three ducks, eggs in nest/birds in nest, orange 
bird/blue bird, one hummingbird/two hummingbirds, owl in hole/no owl or hole, white duck/rooster, three knots in belt/no knots, 
open hand/hand holding seeds, plain cross/San Damiano cross, cowl (hood) up/cowl down.

Saint Francis of Assisi was a follower of Jesus who lived 800 years ago. His feast day is October 4. The Church celebrates all the 
saints on All Saints’ Day (November 1, Holy Day of Obligation). 

 Story  l   An Awful Day in the Life of Dillon McDermott (page 2) Ask: Did you get angry today? 
Yesterday? (Be sure to mention if you were angry too.) Ask: Is it OK to be angry? Yes. Anger is a feeling, and feelings are gifts from 
God. Feelings help us know when we should do something. Feeling angry may tell us there is something wrong that needs to be 
made right. Or that we are overtired and should go to bed. Whatever the reason, we should pay attention to it. However, we should 
not act out our anger in ways that hurt others or ourselves.

Have your child turn to page 2. Read about the first part of Dillon’s day and invite your child to choose what he should do. 
Discuss the possible answers. Continue in the same way with the other two parts of the story. 

 Discuss the Know questions related to the story. Help your child draw from similar experiences to answer the second 
question. Remind your child that feelings cannot be wrong, but the actions we take because of our feelings can be wrong. Ask: 
What is a feeling we think of as a “bad” feeling? Is the feeling right or wrong? Neither. Ask: What is a wrong thing we might do 
when we have that feeling? What is a right thing we could do instead? 

 Sunday Gospel  l   Jesus Heals a Blind Man (page 3) You may wish to read aloud the story of 
Bartimaeus (Bar-tuh-MAY-us) from a Bible as your child follows along with the pictures on page 3. Ask: Why did Bartimaeus 
ask Jesus for help? Why did Jesus help him? What did Bartimaeus do after he was healed? 

 Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4) Read “Jesus Calls Us to See More” together. Ask: What does 
it mean to “see more”? Look beyond what our eyes see. See others through God’s eyes—God looks into our hearts, not just the 
surface. God sees all he created as very good. Ask: If we try to see people and all Creation through God’s eyes, what difference 
will that make in how we treat others and the earth? 
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Lesson Theme: Jesus’ followers care

for Creation.

Open the What the Church Believes and Teaches handbook to page 52. Recite the first few lines of the Creed 
your parish says at Sunday Mass. Ask: Do you recognize this? When do we say it? What is it called? Have 
your child find and read the definition of creed on page 52. Then have your child turn to page 6. Point out 
the Apostles’ Creed. Explain that you will be learning more together about the important beliefs in the 
Creed this year. 

Turn to page 7 and read the first paragraph. Print the word GOD so your child can see it. Explain that three 
different letters make one word. The letters are not the same, but they are all needed in the word GOD. Now 
erase one of the letters. Ask: Is it the same? Without any one of the letters, the word would not be GOD. 
There are three letters in this one word. There are Three Divine Persons in One God. 

Read the three paragraphs under “the Father Almighty.” Explain that when we call God Almighty, we mean 
there is no limit to God’s power. God uses his power for good. Explain that God is the Creator of Heaven and 
earth. Everything God created is “very good” (Genesis 1:31). Remind your child that every person is God’s 
loved Creation. 

Once you have completed this section of the lesson, close the handbook and return to Good News, page 4. 

Catholic Faith Word  l   respect (page 4) Read the definition of respect. Invite your child to remember Dillon 
McDermott. Ask: Was Dillon respectful to his friend and family? Were they respectful to him? How does being respected make 
Dillon feel? How do we show respect for members our family? Our friends? The earth and all God created? 

Activity  l   The Fifth Commandment: You Shall Not Kill (page 4) Review the Third and Fourth 
Commandments. They tell us how to respect God and other people. Read the introductory paragraph aloud. Ask: What does 
respect mean? Disrespect? What are examples of respectful actions? How can people be disrespectful or even violent toward one 
another? Take some time to listen to the feelings and fears your child shares about this. 

Read the instructions for the activity. Help your child understand the respectful actions as ways to keep the Fifth 
Commandment. Have your child fill in the tablet with a habit of respect.

Closing Prayer “Loving God, help us use our eyes to see ways to help one another and all the beautiful things you have 
created for us. Thank you for saints who show us how to respect you, other people, and all of your Creation.” Pray the Lord’s 
Prayer (Our Father) together to finish. 
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Sunday Readings: Deuteronomy 6:2–6;
Hebrews 7:23–28; Mark 12:28b–34

Sunday Gospel Background 
In Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus meets a scribe who asks which of the commandments is the greatest. Jesus quotes Deuteronomy 6:4–5, 
the great statement of belief, that God alone is to be loved and served above all. Then he adds his own commandment: “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 

Check off the boxes as you complete each part of the lesson.

 Pray together “Dear God, thank you for making the whole world for us to enjoy. We want to be your friends forever. 
Amen.” 

 Cover Activity  l   How Do I Love? (page 1) Look at the cover of Good News together and read aloud the 
cover question. Discuss how the children in the photos are showing love with their hearts, minds, and strength. The Gospel 
today points out that we should love our neighbor as ourselves. Ask: How are any of these kids showing love for self? The kids 
playing soccer are keeping their bodies healthy through exercise. The girls with the candle and basket are getting closer to God 
through participating in prayer. The kids with animals are enjoying the companionship and comfort of pets. 

 Story  l   Birthday Box Surprise (page 2) Talk about your child’s most recent birthday celebration. Point out 
that many of the ways we celebrate birthdays cost money. Tell your child that this week’s Good News story is about a third-
grade class that worked to help make the birthdays of children whose families don’t have much money more special. Turn to 
page 2. Take turns reading each paragraph with your child. Point out that the photo is from a real third-grade class that made 
birthday boxes for children whose families get food from a food bank. 

 Discuss the Know questions related to the story. Try to direct your child’s answers to the first question away from gifts 
and expensive parties. Encourage your child to consider special guests and how they felt, how someone surprised your child 
or made your child feel especially loved and special, a fun craft or game from the celebration, etc. Help your child realize that 
some things about a birthday are special even if the party is simple and there aren’t expensive gifts or activities. 

 Sunday Gospel  l   Jesus’ Law Is Love (page 3) Good News presents this Gospel in a small poster that 
your child can cut out and display in your home. Take turns reading the sentences aloud. Ask: How many rules does Jesus want 
us to keep? What are they? Help your child see that rules about obeying parents, not fighting, and paying attention in school 
are ways to show love for God and one another. Summarize by saying that Jesus gave us only two rules so we could remember 
them and live by them. 

 Catholic Faith Word  l   Great Commandment (page 2) Review the Great Commandment with your 
child by reading the definition together. 

 Activity  l   The Jewish Creed (page 3) Refer back to last week’s lesson when you talked about what a creed 
is. Point to the word Hear on page 3. Invite your child to read that sentence and the next aloud with you. Tell your child that 
Jewish people say these words every day as a daily prayer. They call this prayer the Shema (sheh-MAH). When Jesus lived on 
earth, these words were his daily prayer too. They sum up what all Jewish people believe about God. 
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October 31, 2021 • 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time
Lesson Theme: Jesus’ law is love.

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 3) Read together “Love Unites Us.” Then read 1 John 4:8 to 
your child from a Bible: “Whoever is without love does not know God, for God is love.” Impress upon your child that God is all 
about love. God loves us, and we respond to God’s love—we gratefully receive God’s gift of love— by loving God, others, and 
ourselves. 

Open the What the Church Believes and Teaches handbook to page 32. Read the paragraph under the 
heading “The Great Commandment.” Now turn back to page 31. Review the Ten Commandments. Ask: 
What do the first three commandments have in common? They tell us how to love God. Ask: What do the 
other seven commandments (Commandments Four through Ten) have in common? They tell us how to 
love others. Help your child see how the Great Commandment sums up the Ten Commandments. The Great 
Commandment tells us how to love God and to love others as we love ourselves. 

Explain that there is a prayer that can help us remember the Great Commandment. It is called the Act of 
Love. Have your child turn to page 50 to find it. Read the prayer together. 

Optional: Invite your child to make a poster of this prayer. Give your child time to print the words of the 
prayer and decorate around it with signs of love and drawings of people living the Great Commandment. Or 
print the prayer yourself and have your child create and color the decorations.

Activity  l   The Love Game (page 4) Have your child cut the eight game pieces along the side of page 4. Do not 
cut out the scorecards. Read over the directions with your child and play the game together. Note that each player starts in a 
different place. 

l   Shows love for God: Be grateful for each day. Pray every day.

l   Shows love for self: Give your body the exercise it needs. Pay attention in school.

l   Shows love for others: Treat everyone with respect. Say “I’m sorry” when you do something wrong. Help at home. Share your 
talents and your things. 

Closing Prayer  l   We Can Help and Serve. Begin with the Sign of the Cross. Then pray: “Loving God, we 
praise you and give you thanks.” Invite your child to voice a prayer of thanks for someone or something. “We ask for your help for 
the people and needs we care about.” Invite your child to pray for someone else who needs help. “Let’s pray together the Act of 
Love.” End with the Sign of the Cross. 
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Parent Teaching Pages
November 7, 2021 • 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sunday Readings: 1 Kings 17:10–16;
Hebrews 9:24–28; Mark 12:38–44

Sunday Gospel Background 
Both the Gospel and Old Testament reading this Sunday call us to share not only from our excess, but from what we need to sustain 
us. In Sunday’s Gospel, a poor widow gives all she has to the Temple treasury. Jesus calls attention to her because, unlike the 
wealthy people who contribute to the Temple out of their abundance, she gives what little she has. 

Check off the boxes as you complete each part of the lesson.

 Pray together Share a concern you would like your family to pray about. Ask your child to do the same. Lead your child 
in responding, “Lord, hear our prayer.” Conclude by praying: “Loving God, we thank you for your care for us. Help us to trust you 
with our needs. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.” 

 Cover Activity  l   What Makes Us Happy? (page 1) Before sharing Good News with your child, fold over 
or cover the folding instructions so your child can’t see them.  Ask the cover question aloud, and invite your child to use the 
picture to come up with answers. Let your child speculate about what items appeal to each person and how those things might 
make that person happy. Then uncover and show the folding instructions and demonstrate how to make the folds. Discuss 
whether it is things or personal relationships, friends, and family that make us happiest. 

 Story  l   First Reading: Elijah Helps a Widow (page 2) Have your child turn to page 2. Read the title 
aloud. Ask: Do you know what a widow is? Explain that a widow is someone whose husband has died. Many years ago, widows 
were often poor because it was unusual for women to have jobs and earn money. Invite your child to look at the pictures. Ask: 
What do you think is happening? Read the story aloud with your child by alternating the reading parts.

 Discuss the Know question related to the First Reading. Impress upon your child that this woman had only enough food to 
make one last meal for herself and her son. She didn’t just need to go to the store to get more food. She had no more food and 
no money to buy more. She expected that she and her son would starve to death. Along came a strange man who asked her to 
feed him! She shared the very last food she had. She trusted Elijah’s promise that God would take care of her. And God did! 

 Catholic Faith Word  l   prophet (page 3) Read together the definition of prophet. Ask: Do you remember 
the name of the prophet in the story? Explain that Elijah was one of many prophets who brought messages from God to the 
Jewish people in Old Testament times (before Jesus). Being a prophet can be hard. People do not always want to hear God’s 
message. Ask: Can you think of a time when you didn’t want to be told what you were doing was wrong? Often, that was the 
kind of message God asked prophets to tell people. 

 Sunday Gospel  l   The Poor Widow’s Gift (page3) Proclaim this Gospel together by reading aloud the 
four parts. Divide the parts between you and invite other family members to participate, if available. 

 Discuss the Know questions related to the Gospel. After discussing the first two questions, ask: What did this widow 
have in common with the widow in the first story? Explain that it’s easy to be generous when we have a lot. It’s harder to be 
generous when we have very little for ourselves. Discuss the third question. 
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November 7, 2021 • 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Lesson Theme: God asks us to be generous.

Invite your child to look again at the picture of the widow putting money in the collection box in the Temple. Ask: When do we 
do something like this at Sunday Mass? Talk about the Offertory collection and how important it is to give money to help the 
parish do all the good work it does. Discuss other ways the Sunday collection may be used and other organizations that benefit 
from our contributions. Check your parish website to find out about recent collections.

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 3) Read together “All Is Gift.” Name a gift or talent your child 
has. Then ask: Where did this gift come from? God. Sharing our gifts with others and loving them is a way to show God we are 
thankful for his many gifts to us. 

Open the What the Church Believes and Teaches handbook to page 32. Read aloud the paragraph under the 
heading  “The New Commandment—The Law of Love.”  Then invite your child to look over the paragraph 
under  “The Great Commandment.” Ask: How are the Great Commandment and the New Commandment 
alike? Love others. Explain that Jesus loves us so much (spread your arms out as wide as you can) that he died 
for us. If you have a crucifix, point to it, so your child can connect your spread arms to the arms of Jesus on 
the Cross. 

Once you have completed this section of the lesson, close the handbook and return to Good News, page 4. 

Activity  l   The Seventh Commandment: You Shall Not Steal (page 4) Review the 
Ten Commandments, especially the Third, Fourth, and Fifth Commandments (covered in other lessons). Read aloud the 
introduction. Read the scenario about Nikki aloud. When you finish, discuss the questions together. Nikki is keeping the 
Seventh Commandment because she is sharing with people who don’t have as much. 

Read Maria’s dilemma and proceed in the same way. Maria could make this situation better by not accusing anyone falsely. If 
a child did take her money envelope, he or she could return it. The children could help Maria get the money she needs for the 
trip. Invite your child to read the scenario about Martin and answer the questions. 

Closing Prayer Take turns calling out a gift of God you are grateful for. After each gift is named, respond together: 
“Thank you, God.” Conclude by praying together the Act of Love (from your poster or page 50 in the Catechism handbook). 

Live the Gospel
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