
Sacred Heart Board of Academic and Religious Education 

Meeting Minutes 

November 17, 2015 

Present: 

 

Absent: 

 

Stephanie, Chris K., Tara, Amy, Kyle, Fr. Chris, Tom, Fr.Luis, Ann and 

Andrea 

 

Chris Wilson 

 

 

Visitors: Linda Adamiak, Tracy Pigott, Lindsey Ernst, John Mathis (Pastoral 

Council rep), Beth Schulte (Diocesan School Board) and Holly Coppola 

(Teacher Appreciation sub-committee) 

 

  

I. Opening Prayer & Introductions 

Tara called the meeting to order at 6:33pm.   

II. Visitor Comments and Reports 

Linda Adamiak reported on the field trips that the 3
rd

 grade has taken recently. They are 

becoming quite the independent learners, as they work on fractions, AR goals, and science 

reports.  They are also attending Adoration regularly.  Lindsey Ernst spoke to the different middle 

school grades and what they are working on right now.  6
th 

grade is learning about matter & 

chemistry, 7
th
 grade is working on heredity & genetics/DNA and 8

th
 grade will be building bottle 

rockets to study motion and Newton’s laws.  Tracy Pigott started her work in TK and 4 yr old 

preschool today!  She was thankful for the start that Susy Polzin and Peggy Munro gave her 

classes while she finished her student teaching in 1
st
 grade. 

 

Holly Coppola introduced herself to the Board.  She has been working in cooperation with the 

Administration and Exec. committee to create a regular, simple and low-key monthly teacher 

appreciation effort.  Each class will have a chance to participate, and it’s meant to be a bit of a 

secret for the staff.  She has enlisted the help of the homeroom parents to send out the requests, 

which will have a link to a Volunteer Spot page.  We’ll reassess this at the end of the year to see 

what we can do to modify it for coming years. 

 

Beth Schulte introduced herself as our representative from the Diocesan School Board.  We have 

a new superintendent, Dr. Tracy Bonday, which has been exciting.  If we have any concerns or 

questions regarding Diocesan level involvement will go through her. 

III. Home and School Report 

Home & School wasn’t able to attend, but reported via email on the upcoming Family Game 

Night, sponsored by the Boy Scouts, with proceeds benefitting H&S.  They are also planning 

another Bingo Night in January, in cooperation with the Knights of Columbus.  They hope to raise 

enough to buy rolling carts for the kitchen. 

IV. Approval of October minutes 



Kyle moved and Chris K. seconded.  Motion passed. 

V.  Executive Report 

Tara reported on the Communication Workshop.  We’re thankful to Eileen Wixted for her 

wonderful presentation and the continued relationship she’ll have with our Administration.  We will 

be meeting later, after tonight’s meeting is adjourned, to work on our subcommittees (Finance, 

Marketing/Communication, and increased involvement for students in our liturgies/faith formation) 

VI. Administration & Financial Reports 

Jane and Mary Jo relayed their thanks to the 3
rd

 grade, specifically the Chairs, for this year’s 

Black and White Fall Fundraiser.  It was a lovely evening and their efforts we much appreciated. 

 

Looking ahead to the next year’s budget, Administration would like to consider adding a part-time 

nurse, as well as a Technology assistant.  Currently, our nurse is shared by 5 diocesan metro-

area schools, and with our increased numbers (TK & preschool), 4 hours a week isn’t enough to 

adequately care for students’ needs.  Often, the increased responsibility falls on the office staff 

and administrators.  A Technology assistant would assist Mrs. Vollstedt, whose responsibilities 

have multiplied greatly.  In addition to being a “Specials” rotation in lower grades, she works with 

all teachers on ways to infuse technology into classroom instruction.  And she’s the on-call tech 

support for the whole building, plus the parish office staff.  This includes server support, ensuring 

all devices connect to internet services, and troubleshooting all problems that relate to 

technology.  An added position would be solely tech support/connectivity, and not classroom 

support. 

 

Mary Jo & Chris K. attended the Diocesan workshop on parish leadership roles, as they related to 

the Board of Ed.  Mary Jo distributed binders to everyone with great information that will help 

provide a guideline on how we best serve in our positions.  Dr. Bonday will be attending our 

December meeting.  Jane, Nancy Gion & Mike Young will be serving on a Diocesan 

subcommittee that wants to find a tuition collection/management tool for all schools.  Jane 

provided a copy of the application she was asked to submit for an NCEA award SHS was 

recommended for.  Iowa Assessments have recently come back, and they hope to distribute the 

scores to parents soon.   

 

Enrollment is holding pretty steady.  There has been a lot of interest in preschool for the 2016-17 

school year and beyond.  Administration and a few teachers recently met with a representative 

from Mary’s Meals.  They are looking at ways to work this mission’s efforts into our school.  

DCHS recently provided us with the required standards for those looking to dual-enroll for next 

year.  There has been continued professional development for middle school math, as they work 

on the new curriculum.   

 

Chris K. reported that the Financials look to be rebounding, as tuition starts coming in.   

 

VII. Old Business 

Administration continues to work with Mr. Spooner.  Regular communications are being sent to 

parents.  The communicated plan, including increased parent participation, is moving forward.  

The Administration is close to finding an accompanist, or 2, for SCIBA.   



VIII. Adjournment 

Chris K. motioned and Stephanie seconded.  Meeting adjourned at 7:44pm.   

 

Next meeting – December 15
th
, 6:30pm. 


