
Sacred Heart Board of Academic and Religious Education 

Meeting Minutes 

October 18, 2016 

Present: 

 

 

 

Guests: 

Tara Nelson, Chris Kinnison, Tom Rotherham, Ann Warren, Jay Smith, 

Stephanie Comito, Amy Friedrich, Fr. Chris Hartshorn, Jane Kinney, and 

Mary Jo Kever 

 

Krista Sippel, Jason Spooner, Julia Benson, and Beckie Grenier 

 

Next meeting: November 15, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. 

  

I. Opening Prayer and Introduction of Guests 

Tara called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. Tara told the board that there was a request for 

open forum at the meeting. Amy motioned the recommendation and Stephanie seconded the 

motion.  

II. Visitor Comments and Reports 

 Krista Sippel – First Grade – Krista told us about the Daily 5 and the centers in the 1
st
 

grade that are fully up and working. She said that the new math program is working well. 

The 1
st
 graders met with their 8

th
 grade buddies and made apple sauce. The kids also sit 

with their buddies during school Mass. Krista has a student teacher who will be helping 

her this year.  

 Jason Spooner – Band – Jason said band numbers are great this year – 30 new 5
th
 

graders in the band. There were seven 8
th
 graders who made the SCIBA Honor Band. 

This was the 4
th
 most students from any school. They are planning a band trip to Chicago 

in April for a conference.  

 Julia Benson – Discovery – Julia told the board about the Iowa Talented Conference and 

meeting the needs of gifted students. Julia has six Odyssey of the Mind teams this year. 

The Chess Club and Debate team are up and running. She also has a group of students 

for the Thinking Cap Quiz Bowl team.  

III. Open Forum  

 Tara invited anyone who would like to speak during open forum to come forward.  

 

 Beckie Grenier – Food Service – Beckie updated the board on the new kitchen staff 

including Ricki who is taking over as the new head cook when Chris Raemakers and Bev 

Kunz step down. She said that the kitchen and staff received a great report/very good 

rating from the state inspections visit last spring. She also told us how all of the staff 

keeps up on their certification for professional standards. Beckie participates in 15 

hours/year, the full-time kitchen staff participates in six hours/year and the part-time 

kitchen staff participates in four hours/year. Beckie also had the kitchen staff participate 

in West Des Moines Fire Safety program, a knife safety program, and they work with the 

other Diocesan schools on safety programs. Beckie welcomed all board members and 

parents to have lunch at school! 

 

 No one else came forward to speak during the open forum time of the meeting. 



IV. Home and School Report 

Shondra Murphy and Aubrey Leisinger gave an update on the Rocktoberfest, which will be held 

on Saturday, October 22
nd

. They said that they had sold 206 admission tickets. Dr. Bonday, the 

Sacred Heart School staff, and the Sacred Heart Parish staff were all invited to attend. This year, 

they were selling tickets for two raffles, the Rocktober photos of the kids, and having a beer/wine 

wall that were all changes to the 2016 auction.  

V. Approval of Agenda and September Minutes 

Jay moved to approve the minutes. Amy seconded the approval of the September minutes. 

Motion passed.  

VI. Administration Reports 

Jane reported the locks on the school doors have been fixed. All doors are to remain locked. She 

said that the Safety Committee is working with the staff and the parish to hold an ‘all-hazards 

drill’. Jane also told the board that there are two new middle school students in 7
th
 and 8

th
 grades.  

 

The administration has also been working with the teachers on the new Mercy Matters program. 

The middle school students are encouraged to volunteer in a variety of service programs 

throughout the community. For example, the students volunteered last year at the Meals from the 

Heartland program. Jane said they might also start to offer babysitting service during school 

conferences or school meetings where middle school students could help watch younger siblings. 

Jane also said middle school students are welcome to volunteer with the dishes at the school 

kitchen. She told the board that we do have a paid utility staff member who works on this, but 

helping in the kitchen is a volunteer option for the students. A letter has been sent to middle 

school parents asking if they want their kids to participate in the school kitchen volunteer 

program. So far, Jane has received about 90 responses. Of those responses, about 77% of the 

parents said yes to allow their children volunteer in the kitchen and about 22% of the parents 

opted to not have their children volunteer in the school kitchen. Students would only volunteer in 

the kitchen one time per semester. As for the $1 donation days, the sponsoring grade has been 

visiting the K-5 classrooms to explain the mission for that week.  

 

VII. Committee Report 

Tara tabled committee reports until the next meeting.  

 

VIII.  New Business 

The administration is also working on creating a Makerspace program in the current computer 

lab. Makerspace is a hands-on learning opportunity for students to collaborate and create 

something. Amy Vollstedt and Nicole Jansen have attended workshops to learn about 

Makerspace. So far, the Endowment Committee has allocated a $12,500 donation. They would 

keep the tables and computers around the perimeter of the room. They would let the teachers 

work with the equipment to see what they would like to infuse into their current classroom 

programs. Amy Vollstedt is currently maintaining the 100s of computers that are in the school 

now. Amy also helps co-teach computer skills in all grades.   

 

 



IX. Old Business 

Ann told the board that she is still working on getting the board policy updates from the previous 

executive committee. When they are received, they will be forwarded to Jay to review.  

X. Adjournment 

 

Tara motioned we adjourn the meeting. Tom seconded. Meeting adjourned around 7:40 p.m.  

 

 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, November 15, 2016 in the Sacred Heart School Multipurpose Room 

 


