
Sacred Heart Board of Academic and Religious Education 

Meeting Minutes 

October 17, 2017 

Present: 

 

 

 

Guests: 

Amy Friedrich, Heather Strang, Jill Kinnison, Ann Warren, Jay Smith, Tom 

Rotherham, John Klein, Jeff Winslow, Leenie Rodriguez, Jane Kinney, Scott 

Ehlinger, Fr. Chris Hartshorn, Julie Hudson 

  

Erin Yacinich, Krista Sippel, Julia Benson 

 

Next meeting: Tuesday, November 21
st
 at 6:30 p.m. Sacred Heart Parish Conference Room 

  

I. Opening Prayer and Introduction of Guests 

Amy called meeting to order at 6:34 pm.  Amy welcomed members and guests and lead the prayer.   

II. Visitor Comments and Reports 

 Erin Yacinich and Krista Sippel (1
nd

 Grade) – Erin has been at SHS for eight years. Krista started 

in the preschool and now has been working in the 1st grade for six years. Erin and Krista told the 

board that the first graders are falling into school routines well. For reading, the kids have been 

working on daily five, new materials, and magnetic boards for word work. In math, the students 

are working in new centers and small groups. The first graders are also working on a 

past/present/future project. Each student has pictures in the hallway of them as a baby and today, 

as well as a drawing of them in the future.  

 

 Julia Benson (Discovery) – Julia attended an ITAG conference for talented and gifted students 

where she learned about providing new challenges for gifted learners. Julia will also be taking five 

8
th
 grade girls to Iowa State for the Road Less Traveled Conference. In 8

th
 grade, the students 

have been working on SAT words to expand their vocabulary. In 7
th
 grade, the students have 

been working in Makerspace and tinkering with the 3D printer. In 6
th
 grade, the students are 

working on design engineering making roller coasters. In 5
th
 grade, they are working on writing 

and math challenges. In enrichment, there are five Odyssey of the Mind teams. Chess club 

currently has twenty players.  

III. Home and School Report  

 Leenie updated the Board that Scrip is back up and running. They have resolved the issue and 

watching it more closely. They now will do a background check. Recently approved funds include: 

the band trip to St. Louis, Sacred Heart Sings for pizza, $500 for Makerspace, and $5000 for fall 

grants for teacher conferences. The Sacred Heart School Auction will be held on Saturday, 

October 21
st
. The Fund-a-Cause will go towards security cameras and middle school science.  

IV. Approval of Agenda and September Minutes 

Jay Smith made a motion to approve September minutes. Tom Rotherham seconded. Minutes approved. 

V. Administration Report 

Jane told the Board about the new reading program. With the help of Title 1 funding, K-5 teachers went to 

a two day conference last year. To help with supplemental reading in kindergarten and 1
st
 grade, students 

will be given an additional 15-20 minutes of reading. They are also working in small groups with Mrs. 



Dempsey. Kindergarten teachers and Mrs. Higgins attended a program in September. Jane also 

discussed a new K-5 reading series that we will be working on with Holy Trinity School. Our current 

program, Literacy by Design, is about 10 years old. She also mentioned that reading programs should be 

reviewed every 7-10 years, so it is time to update the program. Jane then discussed the Children’s Mental 

Health conference. The speaker is a former SHS/DCHS parent who will be discussing how we can share 

in the mission so that all children can learn. Some points addressed are: working in a team, changing the 

way you teach, working with him all year (even virtually) to implement his ideas in the schools, and 

reading strategies to help students with dyslexia. Jane also told us that parent/teacher conferences went 

well with about 95% of the parents attending. Teachers will reach out to the parents who could not attend. 

Jane told the Board about security camera options that will hopefully be installed over Christmas break 

with funds from the school auction.  

VI. Old Business  

Ann handed out the policies for the board members to review. All policies need to be ready to be 

discussed beginning in January. Amy told the board that the committee assignments will be discussed at 

the November meeting. Committees will be assigned according to what is required in the by-laws and 

administrative needs. Jill told the board that there are not many changes in the financials. She said that 

the school has done a good job keeping down the cost of school supplies.  

 

Please note that the December board meeting date has been changed to Monday, December 18
th
 so we 

do not have any conflicts with the school Christmas concert.  

VII. Adjournment 

Jay motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 pm.  Tom seconded.  Meeting adjoured. 

 

Next meeting: Tuesday, November 21, 2017 at 6:30 pm in Sacred Heart Parish Center Conference 

Room.   


