
May 8, 2020 

Dear St. John Vianney Parish Community: 

I hope this note finds you well and being safe – while safely distancing from one another but not 

from God. 

We want to thank you all for your continued concern for us, your notes, cards, emails, and phone 

calls. We are staying busy and praying a lot, especially for all of you. 

We are now in our eighth week since our church has been closed for services – know that we 

miss seeing all of you and celebrating the Holy Mass each day (although we do continue to 

celebrate private masses each day for that day’s intention). 

We are still in the Easter Season – celebrating the new life and hope that Jesus came to bring us. 

Maybe we need to be more attuned to his message this year as most of us have been directly 

affected by this pandemic. Many of us have either lost someone or know someone who has. Most 

of us have experienced the illness of a family member or friend. But at the same time amid this 

suffering, we have seen the strength and dedication of so many – care givers, first responders, 

doctors, nurses etc. Of course, too we have experienced the outstanding dedication and 

commitment of our teachers, especially right here in our parish school. So, while we mourn our 

beloved dead, continue to pray for the sick and their care givers, we thank all those who help so 

bravely. 

The two questions we are asked over and over – when will the church reopen for mass and how 

will it reopen? Sadly, we believe much of our distress comes from our inability to give answers to 

people’s questions. Just this week we (finally) found out our school will have to remain closed for 

the rest of the academic year. So, the answer to these questions is – we do not know. But what 

we do know is – that when the church reopens for masses (AND IT WILL) things are going to have 

to be different. There is going to have to be (for quite a while) a new normal. This will require 

patience and understanding on all our parts. At least 14 of our fellow parishioners are awaiting 

funeral/memorial masses. Countless Baptisms (originally scheduled in April & May) must be 

rescheduled. First Penance, First Communion and Confirmation will have to be rescheduled, 

along with the Sacraments of Initiation for our RCIA candidate.  So, patience and understanding 

will have to be part of our reopening, along with guidelines regarding health directives and 

distancing. 

Our church continues to be open daily from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM for private prayer and visitation. 

We are so inspired by the endless stream of people visiting the church. Confessions are still being 

heard (with proper distancing) on Saturdays from 11:00 AM to noon. Each day our church is 

sanitized when it is closed. 

Up until now, we have not live streamed our masses, as some other parishes are doing. We think 

most people who want to access the mass have found their way to do that, plus it would require 

adjusting the hours when our church is open for private prayer. If you think it would help for us 



to live stream the mass going forward, we could certainly consider it, especially if the closure is 

likely to go on for a prolonged period of time.  

Sadly, our bulletin publishing company is temporarily closed, but the bulletin is still available each 

week on the parish website – parish.sjvianney.com 

Thank you for your continued generosity each week in dropping off your weekly offerings (either 

in the rectory mail slot or basket in the church lobby) and to those who now give online (sign up 

information is available on the website). This enables our parish and its ministries to continue to 

operate. 

Spring is here and a sign of that hope is the opening of our parish garden (of course following 

proper protocols of distancing, etc.) this weekend. St. Isidore’s Garden grows fresh produce to 

help our local food pantries. If you would like to help with the garden, please let the rectory 

know. 

Thank you to those who have been returning the SUMMER SPLASH raffle books. I know these are 

difficult times to try and hold a raffle, but another question we are facing is – will there be a FAIR 

this year? It is scheduled for July 7 – 11, 2020. The answer is we do not know but can only hope. 

FAIR or not the raffle will still be held the night of July 11. 

Thank you again for your continue prayerful support. Know you are in our thoughts and prayers 

and are remembered daily at mass. Please remember the words of St Paul in his letter to the 

Romans – “nothing can separate us from the love of God…” 

May the Risen Lord continue to bless you and your families with peace, good health, and a sense 

of hope. 

Father John & Father Bede 


