
2nd Sunday of Easter 
“Witness” Message Series #2 – BE HUMBLE 

 
   Did you know that we are into our second week of a seven-week message series focused 

on witnessing to our faith?  Witnessing is the fourth characteristic of a disciple of Jesus.  The 

first three are praying, learning, and sharing.  Are we up to the challenge as members of this 

parish to make praying, learning, sharing and witnessing a part of our daily lives? 

 My homilies during this message series are informed by the book “Everyday Witness.”   

The second chapter of the book is on humility.  The author believes that we witness best when 

we are humble.  

 Take for example the first reading from the Acts of the Apostles.  It describes the four 

essential qualities of a first century Christian community: first, they follow the teachings of the 

apostles; second, they live a communal life; third, they celebrate the Eucharist; and fourth, they 

pray with others.   

These qualities require us to be humble: they teach us that parish life is about the 

apostles and not all about us; that it is about living a communal life and not about us; that it is 

about Jesus in the Eucharist and not about us; and that it about talking with others to God and 

not about us.  In summary, when we are humble it is easier for us to witness to others because 

the focus is on others and not ourselves. 

In the second reading St. Peter reminds us of Christ’s resurrection from the dead.  He 

presumes that we remember that Jesus’ resurrection was preceded by his suffering and death.  

St. Paul in his letter to the Philippians speaks of Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection (i.e., 

the paschal mystery) in terms of humility.  There he reminds us that God not only humbled 

himself by becoming human, but that he humbled himself even more when he suffered and 



died as a common criminal on the cross.  Paul emphasizes that it is precisely because Jesus 

humbled himself that he was exalted and that he now sits at God’s right hand in heaven.  It 

seems to me that when we embrace our own suffering and death that we best witness to the 

paschal mystery.  Perhaps suffering and death have new meaning for us as we face the 

possibility of being infected with the coronavirus?   

In the gospel reading we hear Jesus give the apostles the power and authority to forgive 

sin. Do we believe that we are sinners?  When he was first elected pope, Pope Francis was 

asked by a reporter to describe himself.  He simply told him, “I am a sinner.”  It takes humility 

to admit that we are sinners.  But what a witness! 

A communal penance service is a great way to witness to this type of humility (We had 

to cancel four of them during the Lenten Season because of the virus.).  All those who 

participate in a communal penance service admit that they are sinners by their very presence.  

After all, they are at the service to confess their sins.  To see hundreds of people confessing 

their sins to the priests, is for me, a humbling experience and teaches me that I am not alone in 

my sinfulness.  Something similar occurs at the beginning of each mass when we confess to God 

and one another that we are sinners in need of forgiveness.  Admitting our sinfulness requires 

humility.    

In day-to-day family life it takes humility for a parent to say “I am sorry” to their child, or 

for a child to say to his/her parents,” I am sorry.”  But what a great witness!  Perhaps it is 

becoming more common during these days of social isolation? 

When have we practiced the virtue of humility in our lives?  Do we see humility as a 

form of witness? 


