
Ascension of the Lord 
Witness Message Series #7 – “Engage in God-Talk” 

 
 Well, we have made it the end of the message series on witnessing - the fourth 

characteristic of a disciple of Jesus.  What have you learned about witnessing to your faith over 

the past six weeks?  Today’s theme reminds us that witnessing invites us to engage in God-talk.  

The author of the book we are reading for this message series defines God-talk as spiritual 

conversations.  Such conversations, she suggests, should include words such as love, gratitude 

and kindness. 

 It is interesting to me that when priests get together to socialize we don’t do a lot of 

God-talk, rather we do Church-talk or just talk about one another!  We seem to leave God-talk 

to our priest support groups or to our spiritual directors.  How about you, do you engage in 

God-talk?  Do you talk about your faith with anyone on a regular basis?  

 The scripture reading today provide us with examples of God-talk.  Take for example the 

first reading from the Acts of the Apostles.  Here we find St. Luke’s version of the story of the 

Ascension of the Lord into heaven.  It is a form of God-talk.  We can imitate him by writing our 

own blog or by witnessing on social media. 

 Luke tells us that Jesus promised the Holy Spirit to his apostles who will empower them 

to engage in God-talk with their fellow Jews, eventually even with non-Jews, the Gentiles.  Have 

we ever felt the power of Holy Spirit prompting us to engage in God-talk? 

 In the second reading we find St. Paul writing an encouraging letter to the Christians of 

Ephesus.  He prays that God will give them a “Spirit of wisdom and revelation” that results in 

knowledge of God.  I would suggest that if we are to engage in meaningful God-talk we too 

need the Spirit of wisdom and revelation which usually don’t come to us in some magical way 



but through rather prayer and learning – the first two characteristics of discipleship.  We have 

had separate message series on both of them this past year.  Are prayer and learning part of 

our daily routine?  There is an old saying, “You can’t give what you don’t have.”  We really can’t 

engage in meaningful God-talk without praying and learning.  Do you believe that? 

 The gospel reading today gives us St. Matthew’s version of the great commission.  The 

apostles are commissioned by Jesus to make disciples of all nations, by baptizing them and 

teaching them.  This commission was not just given to the apostles but also to all of us when 

were we baptized.  We have the same commission.  One way that we do it is through God-talk.  

Most of us are probably not going to engage in God-talk in front of thousands like the apostles 

did or even in front of a room full of people, most of us will do it one-on-one with a trusted 

friend or with our families.   

 We didn’t call it God-talk when I was growing up but as a family we prayed before 

meals, prayed the rosary during Lent, went to mass together every weekend, said a prayer in 

the car before we went on a trip out-of-town, blessed ourselves with holy water before we 

went to bed at night.  We didn’t have a bible, but if we did we could have read the Sunday 

scripture readings together as a family and shared our thoughts and feelings about them.  My 

parents prayed separately from one each other but they could have prayed together every 

night sharing the good things that they experienced that day… good things that reminded them 

of God who is good. 

 We talk about a lot of things with a lot of people.  Do we ever talk about God and our 

relationship with God? 

  



  

  


