
Celebrating 168 years of Pastoral Service to the Catholic Community of Berea 

Parish Pastoral Staff 

Reverend John P. Singler, Pastor 

Reverend Thomas E. Stock, Parochial Vicar 

Reverend Robert J. Cole, Retired, In Residence 

Deacon Thomas A. Cully, Pastoral Associate 

Mrs. Angela Kovic, Music Director 

 

Parish Support Staff 

Mrs. Diana Lipfird, Homebound Coordinator 

Mr. John Mastandrea, Adult Faith and Education Coordinator 

Mrs. Johanna Garr, Religious Education Coordinator 

 

Parish Office Staff 

Mrs. Janel Abraham 

Mrs. Lorri Masie 

 

School Administrative Staff 

Mr. Andrew Carner, Principal 

Mrs. Sandi Ziegler, Program Coordinator 

Mrs. Nancy Kaesgen, Director of Development 

 

School Office Staff 

Mrs. Mary Beth Hennessy 

Mrs. Diana Zjaba 

Parish Mass Schedule 

 

Weekday:   9:00am Monday through Friday 

                                              

Weekend: 4:00pm Saturday Vigil 

  7:30am, 9:30am, & 11:30am 

 

Holy Day Consult Bulletin 

 

Sacramental Ministries 

 

Baptisms: On Sundays After 11:30am Mass 

 

Reconciliation: Saturdays 3-3:30pm 

  Seasonal Celebrations 

 

Marriage: Contact Parish Office 

 

Anointing of the Sick: Contact Parish Office 

   Seasonal Celebration 

 

Communion Calls: Contact Parish Office 

Saint Mary Parish 

250 Kraft Street, Berea, Ohio 44017-1499 

Rectory: 440-243-3877  ·  FAX: 440-891-9417  ·  Website: www.stmaryberea.org 

Mission Statement 

St. Mary is a faith community which worships together, follows the teachings of Jesus Christ in our everyday lives, 

evangelizes others by our lives and actions, gives generously of our time and resources in service to others, shows 

compassion and love towards one another, provides religious education and works for social justice for all. 



Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
King of the Universe 

November 22, 2020 

 

Matthew’s entire Gospel is about discipleship – faithful discipleship.  From the get-go, way back 

in January when we began the proclamation of Matthew’s Gos-

pel (cycle A) we heard the words, “You are the salt of the earth, 

you are the light of the world.”  Wonderful words and meaning-

ful words that inspired us to recognize that we are to be light 

and salt for the world – leading others in the ways of Christ and 

salting our world with the mind of Christ.  We heard of his com-

mands for us and the invitation to be forgiving. 

 

 Throughout the summer months we heard many of Mat-

thew parables – teaching us about the sower and the seed, wheat 

and weeds, buried treasures.  We heard about healings; questions 

about “Who do people say that I am,” a strong reminder from 

the Lord himself that IF we want to follow him, we MUST take 

up our cross and that we must be generous and forgiving. 

 

 And today we come to the height of Matthew’s Gospel, his Final Discourse on the End Times, 

with the story of final judgment.  Hearing about the sheep and goats we want to be on the right, we 

want to be the ones who inherit the kingdom.  But that happens, as Matthew writes, all along the 

way.  It’s not just a one shot deal.  As we heard, way back in January, about salt and light, we have to 

light up the world and flavor the world all along the way.  That’s our job, our responsibility, our mis-

sion and our vocation as a Child of God.  We have to be kind and generous, giving and forgiving, 

merciful and pure of heart (Beatitudes) all along the way, because that’s who we are.  Faithful disciples 

work the way of Christ all along the way and that is the point of the parable of the ten virgins, where 

in five had oil (symbol of their good works) and five did not.  We can’t wait for others; we must en-

gage and be Christ in the world all along the way.   And when we come to final judgment, we can 

trust that we have served the Lord as best as we are able, all along the way.   

 

 And the judgment, of which Matthew writes today, is about how well we have accomplished 

the things of Christ, all along the way.  And as such, will be “Blessed by my Father and inherit the 

kingdom.”   

 

 May the truly share in the life that is ours as we make our choice each day to be faithful disci-

ples of Christ.  May Jesus Christ our Sovereign King reign in your hearts!   Amen! 

 

As of this writing I have been summoned for Jury Duty in the Court of Com-

mon Pleas beginning Monday November 23, 2020, for the required 5 day availabil-

ity.  I will keep you posted as to my service or if I am dismissed. 

 

 

 Fr. John 



St. Mary Church now provides Electronic Giving -  

Electronic Giving allows our parishioners to give easily 

and is a safe way to make a one-time or recurring do-

nation.  Getting started is easy - Visit our website: 

www.stmaryberea.org 

Click on the VANCO Link to get started! 

THE PARISH STAFF IS HERE TO HELP 

Contact the Office if needed. 

You can stay connected to St. Mary Church many different 

ways: 

 

 Visit our Website: www.stmaryberea.org  -  Our Web-

site is updated with weekly streaming Masses, Fr. John’s 

Pastor Message & weekly bulletin  

 

 Parish-Wide Emails from Fr. John - if you have not  been 

receiving these email’s - update your address through 

our website - on the main page, scroll down to the 

“Register for Parish Email Address Book” & get regis-

tered. 

 

 St Mary Church  

      Facebook Page 

LOOKING AHEAD:  The 4pm Christmas Eve Mass 

 

 Christmas will be arriving soon and many of you MAY be thinking about the Holi-

days, I certainly am and the WHAT and HOW and IF and WHEN about the 4pm Christmas 

Eve Mass.  The dispensation to attend and celebrate Mass remains in effect; but I know all of 

us DESIRE to celebrate Christmas in Church and that is why I am writing this today.  It is my 

hope that we WILL be able to attend Christmas Mass in Church, so, in order to ACCOMMO-

DATE all who will be attending the 4pm Mass on Christmas Eve, I need to hear FROM YOU.  

I don’t want to issue tickets, and I don’t want to turn anyone away if the crowd is too large, 

nor do I want YOU to be frustrated about celebrating this Holy Day.  So, I need to hear from 

you.  Call, write, and email LET ME KNOW – and / or – LET THE OFFICE jabraham1@stmaryberea.org KNOW of 

your thoughts and intentions so that we can have a proper PLAN in place. Don’t wat until the last minute.  Be a part 

of the plan NOW!  And yes, you may be thinking can we have Mass in another location?  And the answer is YES and 

that will be part of the plane; so that we can properly, safely and with physical distancing accommodate the many 

who will be coming to the 4pm Christmas Even Mass. 

St. Mary Giving Tree 2020 
And YES it’s that time of the Year for the Annual Giving Tree.  And YES be-

cause 2020 is SO DIFFERENT due to the Coronavirus Pandemic we NEED to 

put the Annual Giving Tree in place DIFFERENTLY this year! 

 

You probably all noticed that there is a Christmas Tree in the Mother Teresa 

Vestibule THIS WEEKEND and along with it a long table filled with Flyers 

about the Program this year. 

 

We need everyone to TAKE A FLYER with the Giving Tree Information.  

Read it carefully and on the flip side is the LIST of SUGGESTED ITEMS for 

your purchase that are needed this year.  

  

Follow the instructions, buy your gift, cut out the Dove Tag, write the item’s de-

scription on it, tape it to your UNWRAPPED gift, and return it to the Mother Te-

resa Vestibule BY Noon on December 6th! 

 

That simple and that easy to help make someone’s Christmas bright with hope  

mailto:jabraham1@stmaryberea.org


Please remember in prayer all 
who are ill or  homebound, 
especially the following: 

Patricia Beekman 
Christine Burrell 
Hilda Denk 
Kathleen Dorsey 
John Goetz 
Nancy Grau 
Dorothy Hunter 
Gerri Irvin 

Marcel Liberge 
Chet Talarczyk 
Donald Ziehn 
 
To add a name to the Prayer 

List, please call the Rectory 
Office: (440) 243-3877 or 

email:  
jabraham1@stmaryberea.org 

Bulletin Prayer List 

Mother Teresa 

All our words will be useless unless they come 

from within.  Words that do not give 

the light of Christ increase the dark-

ness.  Today, more than ever, we need 

to pray for the light to know the will 

of God, for the love to accept the will 

of God, for the courage to do the will 

of God. 

Excerpted from: Do Something Beautiful for God: The Essential Teachings of 

Mother Teresa (Published by: Blue Sparrow 2020) 

 

Welcome the newly baptized  - 
  

Walker Edward Wall 

Welcome - Newly Baptized 

In Your Charity 

In your charity, please remember the 

repose of the souls of  Msgr. Robert 

Wolff and Delvin Gold.  

 

May they rest in eternal peace. 

    2021 Mass Book - OPEN  
 for scheduling your Mass  
 Intentions.  Please Note -  at 
 this time Masses will be limited 
 to 2 per family.   

  

Contact the Office to schedule or submit your request in writing - 
please include a phone number in case we need to contact you.  
We will do our best to accommodate your requests. 

Anniversary Wishes 

If you will be having a wedding anniversary in the month of  

DECEMBER and would like your names listed in the bulletin, 

please call the parish office (440) 243-3877 or email  

jabraham1@stmaryberea.org 

 

Dan & Angie Biddlecombe 

November 14th - 33 years 

Tom & Paulette Flandera 

November 21st - 50 years 

Bill & Peggy Stockdale 

November 25th - 15 years 

Weekend of November 22  Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe  

4:00pm Stephanie Krawczyk Family 
7:30am Adelaine Daw  Fr. John 
9:30am Christopher Jackman Family 
11:30am Ron Victor  C. Destro 
 

Monday November 23  Weekday  

                         Rv 14:1-2, 4b-5 / Lk 21:1-4 (503) 
 

9:00am George Church Special Intention 
6:45pm            PSR Mass - Students & Families only 
 

Tuesday November 24      Saint Andrew Dung-Lac, Priest 
    and Companions, Martyrs  
 Rv 14:14-19 / Lk 21:5-11 (504) 
 

9:00am William Augustajtis Family 
 

Wednesday November 25  Weekday  
 Rv 15:1-4 / Lk 21:12-19 (505) 
 

9:00am Ricky Laskan  Family 
 

Thursday November 26            Weekday / Thanksgiving Day 
 Rv 18:1-2, 21-23; 19:1-3; 9a / Lk 21:20-28 (506) 
 

9:30am For All Parishioners of St. Mary Parish 
 

Friday November 27  Weekday 
 Rv 20:1-4, 11– 21:2 / Lk 21:29-33 (507) 
 

9:00am Bob Stochl  Family 
 

Saturday November 28  Weekday 

                 Rv 22:1-7 / Lk 21:34-36 (508) 
 

4:00pm Michael Feigi  Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Esker 
  

Sunday November 29   First Sunday of Advent 

                Is 63: 16b-17, 19b, 64:2-7 / 1 Cor 1:3-9 / Mk 13:33-37 (2) 
 

7:30am Leonard Drager Family 
9:30am            Tom Maley       Barb Hunter & Debbie Miodragovic 
11:30am Gerald & Karen Decker Family 

 

 Saturday - November 21st 

3:00pm - Church: Confessions 

 Wednesday - November 25th 

6:00am - FJG Mtg Rm:  Men’s Group—Early Morning  

Parish Schedule 



Music Ministry & Liturgy Notes 
By Angela Kovic, Director of Music and Liturgy 

 

THE END… 

 

I hope that you enjoyed the two weekends of mass with 

our new piano! Since we are at the end of the liturgical 

year, I want to use the organ to celebrate this weekend’s 

feast of Christ the King, but I will be back to playing 

both piano and organ depending on the style of the 

hymn that I’ve selected. Usually my head is in school 

year mode, but at the end of the liturgical year, it’s a 

good time as any to reflect on how this section of Ordi-

nary Time has been for your faith! We have been deal-

ing with a global situation that hasn’t shown up in a 

hundred years, and everything is different. That doesn’t 

mean that our faith would dwindle, but instead we 

have been given another opportunity to grow. 

 

The pandemic has been terrible and debilitating for all 

of us, but it is the obstacles in our life that help us to 

grow. Being able to be flexible and change our routines 

gives us open doors to try new things, celebrate what 

might have otherwise been overlooked, and truly love 

those who are dear to us. This Thursday also has us cele-

brating thanksgiving, and even though there will not be 

family parties like in years prior, we can take the time to 

appreciate all of the good things that we do have, and 

be happy for what is to come. Happy thanksgiving, eve-

ryone, and I’ll see you in the new liturgical year! 

 

Contact me via phone (440.243.3877 ext. 27) or email 

(musicministry1@stmaryberea.org) for anything involv-

ing our Music! 

Ministry Schedules 
Thanksgiving Mass - November 26th 

Mass        Lector  Cantor  Extraordinary Ministers   Servers 
9:30am   Deacon Tom/ A & D Kovic (H)  M Dober, Deacon Tom, 
      M Mucic          V Dober 

Mass        Lector  Cantor  Extraordinary Ministers   Servers 
 
4:00pm       J Pae  A & D Kovic (H)  R Gareau, M E Nichols, 
                 L Famiano 
 

7:30am   M Dole    (H)  D Lipfird, C Petitto, 
                D Grospich 
 
9:30am   Deacon Tom/ A & D Kovic (H)  T Morgan, L Richter, 
      M Mucic          Deacon Tom 
 
11:30am  Deacon Tom/ A & D Kovic (H)  C Scanlon, S Scanlon, 
     M Mucic          Deacon Tom 

PLEASE NOTE:  WE ARE SUSPENDING THE OFFERING OF THE PRECIOUS BLOOD &  
SERVERS AT THIS TIME 

Religious Education News 
 

PSR Mass:  Monday - November 23, 2020 

Location:   6:45pm - St. Mary Church 

 

Next Sacramental Class:  Sunday, December 13, 2020 

Location:  Garrity Center 

2
nd

 Grade:  9:30 am Mass, 10:30 am class 

8
th
 Grade:  9:30 am Mass, 6 pm class 

 

Question regarding PSR and Sacramental Preparation: 

Contact:  Johanna Garr 

reoinformation@stmaryberea.org 

Family Perspective 

In the golden rule, Jesus tells us we must care for our 

neighbor as ourselves.  Today this commandment is 

expanded:  we are to care for those in need as we 

would care for the Lord himself.  For whether we are 

serving another or turning our gaze and walking away, 

we are comforting or rejecting the Lord.  As a family, 

how have you practiced the corporal works of mercy? 

1st Sunday of Advent - November 29th 

mailto:reoinformation@stmaryberea.org


St. Mary Catholic School  
News Corner 
  Educating the Mind, Nurturing the Soul        
           

A special message from our principal…As we reflect on 

the many things for which we are thankful, I want to 

take this opportunity to share just a few of them with 

you:  We are thankful for our students who come to 

school every day ready to learn – they give us all a 

daily reminder of what is important and why we are 

here.  We are thankful for the support of the parents 

in creating an outstanding partnership for our stu-

dents.  We are thankful for our Pastor & the St. Mary 

parishioners, teachers, assistants, health aides, bus driv-

ers, secretaries, nurses, support staff, and administra-

tors who really care about student achievement and 

have the best interests of our students at heart.  We 

are confident we can all agree 2020 has been a chal-

lenging year to say the least. In these most difficult and 

challenging times, we see dedicated and tireless indi-

viduals going above and beyond to make sure that 

great things continue to happen in our school. They 

do make a difference, and the children, in their own 

individual ways, benefit from those efforts. Most im-

portantly, we are thankful for the parents that have 

kept the faith in us. They continue to share their most 

valuable possession with us and work hard and advo-

cate to be a partner in their children’s education, safe-

ty and well-being. For this, we are ever so thankful.  I 

would like to wish all of you and your families a hap-

py, healthy and relaxing Thanksgiving holiday!!  Stay 

safe and enjoy the time with your family. 

Andrew Carner, Principal 

 

Early Childhood Faith Family events go virtual!!  Sev-

eral years ago, we instituted a series of events for the 

Early Childhood families of grades Preschool – Grade 

3. The concept behind these events were to bring 

young families together socially and spiritually.  Due 

to COVID-19, we cannot meet as a group.  Instead 

families were invited to partake in a Virtual Faith Fam-

ily event.  Parents were sent a link, and were asked to 

choose their own “Creation Journey” and share their 

feedback and photos with Ms. Aversano.  Ms. Aver-

sano will be posting families pictures in feedback to 

the SMS Facebook page.   

 
Choose Your Own Creation Journey 

 
 
https://forms.gle/B4pBVedx4u4zmHtC6 

As the end of the calendar 

year is Quickly approaching, 

please consider a tax-

deductible donation to the St. 

Mary Scholarship Fund.  Your donation of any size will be 

greatly appreciated and your name will be posted in the 

2021 SMS Graduation Program.  Did you know that many 

companies provide matching gifts – why not check with 

your Benefits Office to see if your employer is one of 

them?! 

 

On November 9
th
, our Kindergarten Class 

attended Mass for the first time this school 

year.  The students were extremely excit-

ed to have this experience with the rest of 

the student body and faculty as Fr. Chuck 

celebrated Mass with everyone.  Remember parents, you 

can always watch Mass with the link that is emailed to all 

SMS families the morning of Mass. 

 

Over the last few weeks, we have been 

preparing for the Mandatory Fall Parent/

Teacher conferences on Monday,  

November 23
rd
 for students in grades Kindergarten through 

Grade 8.  Due to COVID-19, teachers will conduct all con-

ferences via ZOOM meetings. Signing up for conferences is 

on a first-come basis.  You will find the link to sign up for 

your conference on the homepage of Progress Book.  Your 

parent login is all that is required. If you have any questions 

accessing your child’s teacher the day of the conference, or 

with any questions concerning the scheduling of a confer-

ence, please contact Mrs. Barendt at 440-243-4555 ext. 17 

or dbarendt@smsberea.org   

 

Catholic Schools – Faith, Excellence, Service 

- - - 

We are busy preparing for our 2021-2022 

Open House.  We are currently updating 

our Registration & Re-Registration packet.  

We hope to have these ready for current 

families prior to Christmas Break. At this time, due to 

COVID we will not be conducting our Annual Open 

House as we have in the past. We are working on a Vir-

tual Tour of the school and classrooms for any new fami-

ly interested in St. Mary Catholic School.  New families 

can always call the school office, 440-243-4555, and the 

school’s Admin. Ass’t. will gladly answer any questions 

you may have. 

 

Important Dates: 
11/23/20    Mandatory Parent/Teacher Zoom Conferences 
11/23-27    No School / Thanksgiving Break 
11/30/20   Grades 4-8 / Knights of Columbus posters due 
                     “Keep Christ in Christmas”  
12/4/20      Grades 3-8 / Prayer and Forgiveness Prayer Service 

about:blank
about:blank


Attn:  Men of the Parish 
 

Men of the parish enter the New Year of 2021 by becoming a 

"Knight Before Christmas"!  Put the TALENTS our Lord has giv-

en you to work with other Catholic men just as yourself!  Our 

MISSION is CHARITY and SERVICE.  You only need to do as 

much as you'd like to.  Simply contact Steve Hupp 

at stevenmhupp@hotmail.com or at (440)239-0057 for de-

tails.  DON'T LEAVE YOUR TALENTS BURIED.  TAKE AND 

USE THEM IN CHARITABLE SERVICE TO OUR LORD!!!   

KEEP "CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS" THIS YEAR WITH THE PUR-

CHASE OF A NATIVITY YARD DISPLAY!  ALL OF THE PRO-

CEEDS GO TOWARDS OUR CHARITABLE PROGRAMS. 

mailto:stevenmhupp@hotmail.com

