
Celebrating 168 years of Pastoral Service to the Catholic Community of Berea 

Parish Pastoral Staff 

Reverend John P. Singler, Pastor 

Reverend Thomas E. Stock, Parochial Vicar 

Reverend Robert J. Cole, Retired, In Residence 

Deacon Thomas A. Cully, Pastoral Associate 

Mrs. Angela Kovic, Music Director 

 

Parish Support Staff 

Mrs. Diana Lipfird, Homebound Coordinator 

Mr. John Mastandrea, Adult Faith and Education Coordinator 

Mrs. Johanna Garr, Religious Education Coordinator 

 

Parish Office Staff 

Mrs. Janel Abraham 

Mrs. Lorri Masie 

 

School Administrative Staff 

Mr. Andrew Carner, Principal 

Mrs. Sandi Ziegler, Program Coordinator 

Mrs. Nancy Kaesgen, Director of Development 

 

School Office Staff 

Mrs. Mary Beth Hennessy 

Mrs. Diana Zjaba 

Parish Mass Schedule 

 

Weekday:   9:00am Monday through Friday 

                                              

Weekend: 4:00pm Saturday Vigil 

  7:30am, 9:30am, & 11:30am 

 

Holy Day Consult Bulletin 

 

Sacramental Ministries 

 

Baptisms: On Sundays After 11:30am Mass 

 

Reconciliation: Saturdays 3-3:30pm 

  Seasonal Celebrations 

 

Marriage: Contact Parish Office 

 

Anointing of the Sick: Contact Parish Office 

   Seasonal Celebration 

 

Communion Calls: Contact Parish Office 

Saint Mary Parish 

250 Kraft Street, Berea, Ohio 44017-1499 

Rectory: 440-243-3877  ·  FAX: 440-891-9417  ·  Website: www.stmaryberea.org 

Mission Statement 

St. Mary is a faith community which worships together, follows the teachings of Jesus Christ in our everyday lives, 

evangelizes others by our lives and actions, gives generously of our time and resources in service to others, shows 

compassion and love towards one another, provides religious education and works for social justice for all. 



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 29, 2020 
 

 
 The first readings for the Advent season attend to the human longing to know that God is 

committed, caring, and faithful to promises of redemption and healing.  Isaiah speaks from the post-

Exilic period, when expectations of restoration are high and confident [Is 40:1-11], but after a time give 

way to doubts regarding God’s salvific intentions [Is 61:1-11; 63:16-19].  The divine response is inspiring 

but frankly challenging: trust and never doubt that God remains committed to Israel (and by exten-

sion, all of God’s children). 

 The Epistles for Advent also focus on the human predicament of maintaining hope in God’s 

promises in the face of (apparent) delay, this time of the coming of the Lord and the fulfillment of his-

tory in Christ.  Paul reminds his audience that they must persevere in this time of waiting, not giving in 

to old ways, but remembering that they have been sanctified in Christ [1 Corinthians1:3-9; 1 Thessalonians 

5:16-24].  Peter has much the same message for his flock, also emphasizing that the “delay” is for their 

benefit, in that in allows for ongoing repentance and the struggle for holiness.  And in Paul’s Letter to 

the Romans, Paul assures his mixed audience of Jews and Gentiles that God’s ancient promises, now 

fulfilled in Christ, have always been intended to include all nations and thus the whole world is called 

to give praise and thanks [Romans 16:25-27]. 

 In Advent the Gospels feature Jesus’ and John the Baptist’s strongly worded warnings to avoid 

spiritual procrastination, assuming that there is always plenty of time to get to repentance and reform-

ing one’s life.  [from Living the Word Year B] 

 

Once again, the Parish will be offering a Live Streamed Penance and Forgiveness Prayer Ser-

vice TONIGHT at 6:30pm.  As we move into Advent and journey through this sacred time, we have 

scheduled this Penance Service WITH Forgiveness.  Keeping in line with the recommendations from 

the Governor and CDC, the Penance and Forgiveness Prayer Service tonight will be Live Streamed ON-

LY.  Through the benefit of the internet, I encourage everyone to log-in and log-on and come together 

and pray together as a faith community for forgiveness and mercy as we enter into Advent.   

I see this Penance and Forgiveness Prayer Service as a special healing prayer for us as a 

faith family, asking the God of love and mercy for forgiveness and a renewed spirit as we 

move through these uncertain times. 

So, please, come and pray TOGETHER tonight at 

6:30pm as one faith family for wisdom and counsel, for 

understanding and patience, that our anxious hearts may 

be healed and forgiven as we take up and take on the 

call to be His Disciples in a world keen to know the 

power and presence of the Holy Spirit! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stfrancisbelchertown.com%2Fblog%2Fblog--parish-news-%2Fadvent-penance-service-sunday-december-16th-at-2-30-pm&psig=AOvVaw0zUK3k0j2meoX3MxKMsicF&ust=1590675385617000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCI


St. Mary Giving Tree 2020 
And YES it’s that time of the Year for the Annual Giving Tree.  And YES be-

cause 2020 is SO DIFFERENT due to the Coronavirus Pandemic we NEED to 

put the Annual Giving Tree in place DIFFERENTLY this year! 
 

You probably all noticed that there is a Christmas Tree in the Mother Teresa 

Vestibule THIS WEEKEND and along with it a long table filled with Flyers 

about the Program this year. 
 

We need everyone to TAKE A FLYER with the Giving Tree Information.  

Read it carefully and on the flip side is the LIST of SUGGESTED ITEMS for 

your purchase that are needed this year.  
  

Follow the instructions, buy your gift, cut out the Dove Tag, write the item’s de-

scription on it, tape it to your UNWRAPPED gift, and return it to the Mother Tere-

sa Vestibule BY Noon on December 6th! 
 

That simple and that easy to help make someone’s Christmas bright with hope  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please know and understand that the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Schedule CAN 

CHANGE given the recommendations and advise of the various agencies. 

 

And REMEMBER your financial resources are needed more than ever at this time.  THANK 

YOU for your generosity and support!  Come, Lord Jesus! 

      Fr. John 

 
 

4:00pm Christmas Eve Mass – Church  

4:00pm Christmas Eve Mass – Fr. Garrity Center  

6:00pm Christmas Eve Mass – Church 

10:00pm Christmas Eve Mass in the Night – Church 
 According to the regulations and guidelines issued, we are limited to 

less than 50% of our capacity for attendance at Mass. 

Church SEATING is limited to EVERY OTHER PEW, as indicated by 

the red stripe marker on the pew endcap and the signs in the pews marked 

CLOSED for seating. 

All who attend St. Mary Church are REQUIRED to wear their OWN 

MASKS, to comply with the regulations to be socially responsible. 

7:30am Christmas Day Mass – Church 

9:30am Christmas Day Mass – Church 

11:30am Christmas Day Mass – Church 



Please remember in prayer all 
who are ill or  homebound, 
especially the following: 

Patricia Beekman 
Christine Burrell 
Hilda Denk 
Kathleen Dorsey 
John Goetz 
Nancy Grau 
Dorothy Hunter 
Gerri Irvin 

Marcel Liberge 
Chet Talarczyk 
Donald Ziehn 
 
To add a name to the Prayer 

List, please call the Rectory 
Office: (440) 243-3877 or 

email:  
jabraham1@stmaryberea.org 

Bulletin Prayer List 

Mother Teresa 

Fruit of Faith 

Faith in action is love and love in ac-

tion is service—therefore “the way of 

life” is but the fruit of faith—faith has 

to be put in action of love if it has to 

live—and love to be true and liv-

ing—to be God’s love in action—must be service. 

Excerpted from: Love:  A Fruit Always In Season / Daily Meditations by 

Mother Teresa (Published by: 1987 Ignatius Press) 

 

Welcome the newly baptized  - 
  

Ronan Michael Cunningham 

Welcome - Newly Baptized 

    2021 Mass Book - OPEN  
 for scheduling your Mass  
 Intentions.  Please Note -  at 
 this time Masses will be limited 
 to 2 per family.   

  

Contact the Office to schedule or submit your request in writing - 
please include a phone number in case we need to contact you.  
We will do our best to accommodate your requests. 

Weekend of November 29  First Sunday of Advent  
4:00pm Michael Feigi  Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Esker 
7:30am Leonard Drager Family 
9:30am Tom Maley       Barb Hunter & Debbie Miodragovic 
11:30am Gerald & Karen Decker Family 
 

Monday November 30  Saint Andrew, Apostle  

                         Rom 10:9-18 / Mt 4:18-22 (684) 
 

9:00am For All Parishioners 
 

Tuesday December 1       Advent Weekday 
 Is 11:1-10 / Lk 12:21-24 (176) 
 

9:00am Elizabeth Holloway Special Intention 
 

Wednesday December 2   Advent Weekday  
 Is 25:6-10a / Mt 15:29-37 (177) 
 

9:00am Carolyn Ramos Jesus & Laura Ramos 
 

Thursday December 3  Saint Francis Xavier, Priest 
 Is 26:1-6 / Mt 7:21, 24-27 (178) 
 

9:30am Pete Pappas  Family 
 

Friday December 4  Advent Weekday 
 Is 29:17-24 / Mt 9:27-31 (179) 
 

9:00am Richard Klug  Special Intention 
 

Saturday December 5  Advent Weekday 

                 Is 30:19-21, 23-26 / Mt 9:35– 10:1, 5a, 6-8 (180) 
 

4:00pm Payton Kowalewski Family 
  

Sunday December 6   Second Sunday of Advent 

                         Is 40:1-5, 9-11 / 2 Pt 3:8-14 / Mk 1:1-8 (5) 
 

7:30am Dick & Fay Mullaly Leonard Family 
9:30am            Neil & Joann Doutt Family 
11:30am Margaret Noland Family & Friends 

Ministry Schedules 

 

Due to Early Submission of the  
Bulletin - Please refer to your email 
or our website for the December 
Schedule 

Anniversary Wishes 

If you will be having a wedding anniversary in the month of  

DECEMBER and would like your names listed in the bulletin, 

please call the parish office (440) 243-3877 or email  

jabraham1@stmaryberea.org 

 

Dan & Angie Biddlecombe 

November 14th - 33 years 

Tom & Paulette Flandera 

November 21st - 50 years 

Bill & Peggy Stockdale 

November 25th - 15 years 

 

 Saturday - November 28th 

3:00pm - Church: Confessions 

 Wednesday - December 2nd 

6:00am - FJG Mtg Rm:  Men’s Group—Early Morning  

 Thursday - December 3rd 

7:00pm - Chapel:  Men’s Group 

7:00pm - FJG Mtg Rm:  Women’s Group 

Parish Schedule 



Music Ministry & Liturgy Notes 
By Angela Kovic, Director of Music and Liturgy 

 

…AND THE BEGINNING 

 

Welcome back from the Thanksgiving holiday! I know 

that the St. Mary School kids had off this last week, and 

I hope that you got some rest as well. No matter how 

strange the holidays were and are going to be, we can 

still find our happiness in the family and friends who 

love us so much. We are at the top of the liturgical year, 

starting with the First Sunday of Advent with readings 

from cycle B. This lectionary focuses on the Gospel of 

Mark, and while his recount of Jesus’ story may be the 

shortest, its humble storytelling makes it easy for the 

average person to connect with the Word. It’s not at all 

like John, who writes with flourish and grandeur! 

 

Life as we know it right now is so strange, but I have 

welcomed the season of Advent to bring some joy into 

our lives! We have our house decorated, inside and out, 

and if Devin has had his way, we have a live tree in our 

front room! Let the spirit of the season envelope you 

and bring you to a happier place, even as we endure 

through the storm. Our Savior is coming, and this tiny 

child will save us from the weight of our suffering! 

 

Contact me via phone (440.243.3877 ext. 27) or email 

(musicministry1@stmaryberea.org) for anything involv-

ing our Music! 

Religious Education News 
 

 

Next Sacramental Class:  Sunday, December 13, 2020 

Location:  Garrity Center 

2
nd

 Grade:  9:30 am Mass, 10:30 am class 

8
th
 Grade:  9:30 am Mass, 6 pm class 

 

Question regarding PSR and Sacramental Preparation: 

Contact:  Johanna Garr 

reoinformation@stmaryberea.org 

Attn:  Men of the Parish 
 

Men of the parish enter the New Year of 2021 by becoming a 

"Knight Before Christmas"!  Put the TALENTS our Lord has giv-

en you to work with other Catholic men just as yourself!  Our 

MISSION is CHARITY and SERVICE.  You only need to do as 

much as you'd like to.  Simply contact Steve Hupp 

at stevenmhupp@hotmail.com or at (440)239-0057 for de-

tails.  KEEP "CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS" THIS YEAR WITH THE 

PURCHASE OF A NATIVITY YARD DISPLAY!  ALL OF THE 

PROCEEDS GO TOWARDS OUR CHARITABLE PROGRAMS. 

Family Perspective 

It is easy to become comfortable with the lifestyles we 

have created or try to create for ourselves.  Then, trag-

edy can come in an instant.  Loss of life - whether 

spouse, child, parent, or friend - can happen unexpect-

edly.  Loss of job, income, or wealth may also loom as 

a specter just out of range in our awareness, especially 

during the COVID-19 pandemic.  Reflect as a family on 

the gift you are most thankful for.  Where is God call-

ing you to use your gifts to build up the Reign of God? 

mailto:reoinformation@stmaryberea.org
mailto:stevenmhupp@hotmail.com

