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Parish Mass Schedule 

 

Weekday:   9:00am Monday through Friday 

                                              

Weekend: 4:00pm Saturday Vigil 

  7:30am, 9:30am, & 11:30am 

 

Holy Day Consult Bulletin 

 

Sacramental Ministries 

 

Baptisms: On Sundays After 11:30am Mass 

 

Reconciliation: Saturdays 3-3:30pm 

  Seasonal Celebrations 

 

Marriage: Contact Parish Office 

 

Anointing of the Sick: Contact Parish Office 

   Seasonal Celebration 

 

Communion Calls: Contact Parish Office 

Saint Mary Parish 

250 Kraft Street, Berea, Ohio 44017-1499 

Rectory: 440-243-3877  ·  FAX: 440-891-9417  ·  Website: www.stmaryberea.org 

Mission Statement 

St. Mary is a faith community which worships together, follows the teachings of Jesus Christ in our everyday lives, 

evangelizes others by our lives and actions, gives generously of our time and resources in service to others, shows 

compassion and love towards one another, provides religious education and works for social justice for all. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 13, 2020 

 

 Paul’s Letter to the Thessalonians announces our joy on this 3rd Sunday of Advent, “Rejoice always!”   

And we rejoice as our Advent is half over!   The customary violet vestments of Advent are replaced this weekend 

only with the color rose and the 3
rd
 candle on our Advent wreath – also rose colored – is lit and the light from 

these three candles lets us all know that Christmas is near! 

 John the Baptist’s cry in today’s Gospel is also a shout out to the nearness of the Lord as he shouts out, 

“I am the voice of one crying out in the desert, make straight the way of the Lord.”  John pointed the way to 

the Lord in a similar fashion as do our vestments and candle color mark the nearness of the Birth of Christ! 

 So, are you ready?  Indeed it is a VERY UNUSUAL world this year.  Many will be pleased when 2021 

rolls in!  Our prayers that the vaccine is nearly upon us will certainly be a GIFT beyond gifts that will improve 

and protect our lives!  Continue to pray for all in this process. 

 

4pm CHRISTMAS EVE MASS ANNOUNCEMENT: 

 

I want to say THANK YOU for your consideration in calling in for your count for the 4pm Christmas Eve 

Mass in Church and want to TELL you that we have exceeded the number of ALLOWED seats for the 4pm Christ-

mas Eve Mass in Church.  But, as has been announced, Mass will ALSO be held in the Fr. Garrity Center at the 

same time!   

In order to comply with our protocols, Ushers will be at the door of 

the Church and WILL BE COUNTING (as they do every week) and WHEN the 

allowed for number is reached, they will ask you to walk to the Fr. Garrity 

Center for Mass.  Please be kind and thoughtful IF you are asked to move to 

the Fr. Garrity Center for Mass.  It will certainly be decorated and set-up in a 

similar way as the Church.  We will do our best to make it as festive as possible. 

ALSO, much like every time you come to Church MASKS will be REQUIRED – and there are NO EXCEP-

TIONS, even for a Doctor’s order!  Everyone is asked to CHOOSE to wear a mask as they come to Church or 

CHOOSE to celebrate our Live Streamed Christmas Mass! 

 

ALSO, we rely heavily on your Christmas offering and your end of the year donations to complete many 

of our liabilities.  Ushers will be HOLDING BASKETS as you enter Church for your contributions.  Make I ask 

again, for your extra generosity at this time.  I hope and pray you understand that it is being done in this way.  

THANKS!  

 

AND THANK YOU for your EVERY WEEKEND SUPPORT!  It is so appreciated!  THANKS!  

 

 

          Fr. John 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

4:00pm Christmas Eve Mass – Church  

4:00pm Christmas Eve Mass – Fr. Garrity Center  

6:00pm Christmas Eve Mass – Church 

10:00pm Christmas Eve Mass in the Night – Church 
 According to the regulations and guidelines issued, we are limited to 

less than 50% of our capacity for attendance at Mass. 

Church SEATING is limited to EVERY OTHER PEW, as indicated by 

the red stripe marker on the pew endcap and the signs in the pews marked 

CLOSED for seating. 

All who attend St. Mary Church are REQUIRED to wear their OWN 

MASKS, to comply with the regulations to be socially responsible. 

7:30am Christmas Day Mass – Church 

9:30am Christmas Day Mass – Church 

11:30am Christmas Day Mass – Church 

 

CHRISTMAS FLOWER MEMORIAL GIFT 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY: 

 

Donor: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone: ______________________   Donation Amount __________________________ 
 
Please indicate:     Check # __________       or  Cash __________ 
 

In Memory of: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Donor and memorial names will be printed in the bulletin. Your donation of any amount will help 
defray the cost of maintaining a beautiful Christmas Season when we celebrate the Birth of Our Savior. 
 

 Please return this slip to the Parish Office, along with your donation by December 21st,  
 Attn: Christmas Flowers.   Thank you! 



The Tradition of the Christmas Crèche 
 

------------------Pope Francis-------------------- 
 

 I wish to encourage the beautiful family tradition of preparing the nativity scene in 

the days before Christmas, but also the custom of setting it up in the workplace, in schools, 

hospitals, prisons, and town squares.  Great imagination and creativity is always shown in 

employing the most diverse materials to 

create small masterpieces of beauty.  As 

children, we learn from our parents and 

grandparents to carry on this joyful tradi-

tion, which encapsulates a wealth of popu-

lar piety.  It is my hope that this custom 

will never be lost and that, wherever it has 

fallen into disuse, it can be rediscovered 

and revived . . . 

 

 Why does this Christmas crèche 

arouse such wonder and move us so deeply?  First, because it shows God’s tender love:  

the Creator of the universe lowered himself to take up our littleness.  The gift of life, in all 

its mystery, becomes all the more wondrous as we realize that the Son of Mary is the 

source and sustenance of all life . . . He gave us his Son who forgives us and frees us from 

our sins. 

 

 Setting up the Christmas crèche in our homes helps us to relive the history of what 

took place in Bethlehem.  Naturally, the Gospels remain our source for understanding and 

reflecting on that event.  At the same time, its portrayal in the crèche helps us to imagine 

the scene . . . as contemporaries of an event that is living and real. . . The Christmas crèche 

is part of the precious yet demanding process of passing on the faith.  Beginning in child-

hood, and at every stage of our lives, it teaches us to contemplate Jesus, to experience 

God’s love for us, to feel and believe that God is with us and that we are with him, his 

children, brothers and sisters all, thanks to that Child who is the Son of God and the Son 

of the Virgin Mary. 



Jacob’s Ladder 
 

------------------Fr. John Singler-------------------- 
 

On Wednesday December 2
nd

, installers from Henninger’s Religious Goods Company 

mounted the brass sculpture that is now hanging in Church over the Baptismal Font.  This mobile-

like structure (some refer to it as a wind chime) is termed Jacob’s Ladder [Genesis 28:10-16].  The 

sculpture is fabricated of assorted sized brass panels or blades, affixed to a variety of small arms 

that extends out from a single pole.  When constructed in this mobile-like fashion it resembles a 

stairway or ladder in Jacob’s dream [see below].   The fixture is hung from the roof beams above 

the ceiling tiles and is firmly secured and though the structure looks massive, it is not that heavy, 

weighing about 150 pounds.  A single spotlight shines down through the sculpture and onto the 

Baptismal Font and our attention is drawn to this impressive sculpture and underlines the perma-

nent character of Baptism, into which we have been welcomed. 

 

Here’s a bit of history to the Jacob’s Ladder brass sculpture and how it came to be hung 

here in St. Mary.  Bishop James Hickey was Ordinary of the Diocese of Cleveland from 1974-1980 

and in 1976 was instrumental in 

renovating the aging Cathedral of 

St. John the Evangelist.  Amid the 

major interior renovation that 

took place at that time was the 

relocation of the Altar of Repose 

and Tabernacle from the back Al-

tar in the sanctuary to a brand 

new placement off to the side of 

the sanctuary; so intended to be 

accessible as a reserved place for 

private prayer.  

 

To emphasize the signifi-

cance of the Altar of Repose and 

Tabernacle’s new placement, the Jacob’s Ladder was designed by an artist in New York and then 

prominently installed over the Tabernacle.  It was then a most impressive and inspiring piece of 

sculpture.  This work of art not only gained the attention of the assembly, but inspired the assem-

bly in prayer as Psalm 141 prays, “Let my prayer rise like incense before you, my uplifted hands as 

an evening sacrifice.” 

 



The Jacob’s Ladder hung in the Cathedral until 2016 when another renovation of the Ca-

thedral took place under Bishop Richard Lennon’s administration.   At that time the Jacob’s Ladder 

was removed and a new Sanctuary Lamp was installed in its place above the Tabernacle. 

 

Until last year, the Jacob’s Ladder had been laying in a storeroom and knowing that it had 

been saved, I inquired about it and was able to acquire it to recycle and reuse it for St. Mary.  Fit-

tingly enough, the Jacob’s Ladder, a part of the history and design of the Cathedral of St. John the 

Evangelist over the years, is now a part of the design of St. Mary as it is reintroduced in our 

Church over the Baptismal Font.  As in its original setting that 

inspired prayer rising like incense, its placement above our 

Font connects those washed clean of sin in water now sharing 

in the new life in Christ.  The Jacob’s Ladder artistically high-

lights that new life in Christ into which we are baptized, 

called and sent! 

 

The original size of the Jacob’s Ladder was twenty-six 

feet long and wouldn’t fit in our space in its original design, 

so it needed to be resized to be proportional to our worship 

space.  With the help of the craftsmen at Henninger’s, the 

modified Jacob’s Ladder, at ten feet, is now installed in our 

worship space!   As it had been a most impressive and inspir-

ing piece of sculpture that won the attention  and prayer of 

the assembly, “our prayers rise like incense,”  may it be for us and for future generations a rich sign 

and symbol of the splendid new life that comes to us through Baptism as we are welcomed into 

the family of God! 

 

Jacob’s Dream at Bethel 
-------------------Genesis 28:10-16-------------------- 

Jacob departed from Beer-sheba and proceeded toward Haran.  When he came upon a certain place, he 

stopped there for the night, since the sun had already set. Taking one of the stones at the place, he put it 

under his head and lay down in that place.  Then he had a dream: a stairway rested on the ground, with its 

top reaching to the heavens; and God’s angels were going up and down on it.  And there was the 

LORD standing beside him and saying: I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of 

Isaac; the land on which you are lying I will give to you and your descendants. Your descendants will be 

like the dust of the earth, and through them you will spread to the west and the east, to the north and the 

south. In you and your descendants all the families of the earth will find blessing. I am with you and will 

protect you wherever you go, and bring you back to this land. I will never leave you until I have done what 

I promised you.  When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he said, “Truly, the LORD is in this place and I did 

not know it!” 



Please remember in prayer all 
who are ill or  homebound, 
especially the following: 
 

Michael Baran 
Patricia Beekman 
Christine Burrell 
Hilda Denk 
Kathleen Dorsey 
Nancy Grau 
Dorothy Hunter 

Gerri Irvin 
Marcel Liberge 
Chet Talarczyk 
Donald Ziehn 
 

To add a name to the Prayer 

List, please call the Rectory 

Office: (440) 243-3877 or 

email:  

jabraham1@stmaryberea.org 

Bulletin Prayer List 

Mother Teresa 

“Give Jesus your Hands and your Heart” 

Give Jesus not only your hands to 

serve, but your heart to love.  Pray 

with absolute trust in God’s loving 

care for you.  Let Him use you with-

out consulting you.  Let Jesus fill you 

with joy that you may preach without 

preaching 

Excerpted from: Love:  A Fruit Always In Season / Daily Meditations by 

Mother Teresa (Published by: 1987 Ignatius Press) 

In Your Charity 

In your charity, please remember the 

repose of the soul of  Charles Doss.  

 

May he rest in eternal peace. 

    2021 Mass Book - OPEN  
 for scheduling your Mass  

 Intentions.    

Contact the Office to schedule or submit your request in 
writing - please include a phone number in case we need 
to contact you.  We will do our best to accommodate 
your requests. 

Weekend of December 13  Third Sunday of Advent  
4:00pm The Deceased Members 
 Of The O’Sullivan Family     Thery Family 
7:30am Ken Volpe  Wife 
9:30am Elizabeth Prots  Jim & Jan Pae 
11:30am Ron Victor  C. Destro 
 

Monday December 14          Saint John of the Cross, Priest  
          Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a / Mt 21:23-27 (187)      and Doctor of the Church 
   
9:00am In Honor of St. Lucy Mary Ferrante 
 

Tuesday December 15  Advent Weekday 
 Zep 3:1-2, 9-13 / Mt 21:28-32 (188) 
 

9:00am Barbara Lindsey Christopher Kleem 
 

Wednesday December 16   Advent Weekday  
 Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25 / Lk 7:18b-23 (189) 
 

9:00am Brother Victor Forlani, S.M.         Tom & Joyce Kurilec 
 

Thursday December 17  Late Advent Weekday 
 Gn 49:2, 8-10 / Mt 1:1-17 (193) 
 

9:00am For All Parishioners - Living and Deceased 
 

Friday December 18  Late Advent Weekday 
 Jer 23:5-8 / Mt 1:18-25 (194) 
 

9:00am Mildred Ranta  Greg & Linda Durica 
 

Saturday December 19  Late Advent Weekday 

         Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a / Lk 1:5-25 (195) 
 

4:00pm Bill Skvarch  Tom & Alice Kulwicki 
   

Sunday December 20   Fourth Sunday of Advent 

               2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 / Rom 16:25-27 / Lk 1:26-38 (11) 
 

7:30am Stefan Urbancic        Family 
9:30am            Richard Woelfle        Natalie & Family 
11:30am William B. Nicholson, Sr.        Jane Savinsky 

Anniversary Wishes 

If you will be having a wedding anniversary in the month of  

DECEMBER and would like your names listed in the bulletin, 

please call the parish office (440) 243-3877 or email  

jabraham1@stmaryberea.org 

 

Jeffrey & Diana Tichy 

December 3rd - 32 years 

Chuck & Sue Scanlon 

December 27th - 51 years 

“We don’t know what the future holds, but it’s all God’s 

work,” says Sister Theresa McGrath (center),  in good times 

and bad, she and the religious shown here have devoted  

themselves to God’s work.  They are among nearly 30,000 

senior sisters, brothers, and religious order priests who ben-

efit from the Retirement Fund of Religious.  Your gift helps 

provide medications, nursing care, and more.  Please be as 

generous as you can.  

 

Donate today by placing your envelopes in our donation 

baskets or visit: dioceseofcleveland.org/retiredreligious 



Music Ministry & Liturgy Notes 

By Angela Kovic, Director of Music and Liturgy 

 

TOO EARLY 

 

Time always passes by us faster than we want it to, but 

it feels way too early for the week before Christmas! 

Whether it’s because Advent began in November (which 

always throws off my internal calendar) or because of 

COVID-19, it just doesn’t feel right. I’m doing all of my 

Christmas shopping online this year, too, so I don’t even 

have that to put me in the spirit. But, even so, we are in 

the third week of Advent, which calls for us to rejoice! 

We can remember easily that this is Gaudete Sunday 

because the priests wear pink! We have lots to be thank-

ful for that we have right now, and much to be excited 

that will be coming in the future, including the coming 

of our Lord and Savior as a tiny baby. Sometimes the 

best presents come in small packages, so keep your eyes 

open for all of the good things laid before you. 

 

I received a question about why I let my pets roam 

around in my mini-concert videos, and I have a few rea-

sons. First off, I love my pets dearly and I love to take 

every and any chance to show them off. Aren’t they 

lovely? J Also, they really like to be around me if they 

know that I’m at home. If I were to lock up the cats in a 

bedroom or put the dog outside and ignore them to 

record, they would be having a fit scratching at the door 

and barking! They are all wonderfully behaved and I’m 

just happy that I can play the piano without the dog 

barking along! I’m so happy to hear all of the kind feed-

back, and hope that you keep enjoying what’s to come! 

 

Contact me via phone (440.243.3877 ext. 27) or email 

(musicministry1@stmaryberea.org) for anything involv-

ing our Music! 

 

Shrine Raffle for the Tuition Endowment Fund  

 Thank you one and all for the out pouring of generosity 

shown through the support of the raffle. This will now be to 

the benefit of both St. Mary of the Falls and St. Mary Parish, 

Berea as they will both receive checks for $1,000. The win-

ning ticket drawn by Father Ryan was for a “Newly Wedded 

Couple”, Dianna and Don Behlke. Don who was married for 

56 years and Dianna married for 37 years had both lost their 

spouses. They found each other and have started their life 

anew with a marriage performed by Fr. Ryan. We welcome 

them to the St. Mary of the Falls parish and congratulate 

them on being the home of the Marian Shrine.  

Knights of Columbus 

Ministry Schedules 

 

Mass        Lector  Cantor  Extraordinary Ministers   Servers 
 

4:00pm   J Pae  D Kovic  (H)  C Causey, R Sillasen, 
              B Sillasen   
 

7:30am   E Jansen K Zanotti (H)  C Petitto, L Sullivan, 
                  L Madzy 
 
9:30am   Deacon Tom/ M Reid  (H)  C Rose, R Straub, 
       M Mucic          Deacon Tom 
 
11:30am  Deacon Tom/ P Hickey  (H)  D Bajc, J Bajc, 
       M Mucic          Deacon Tom 

Attn:  Men of the Parish 

Men of the parish enter the New Year of 2021 by becoming a 

"Knight Before Christmas"!  Put the TALENTS our Lord has 

given you to work with other Catholic men just as your-

self!  Our MISSION is CHARITY and SERVICE.  You only need 

to do as much as you'd like to.  Simply contact Steve Hupp 

at stevenmhupp@hotmail.com or at (440)239-0057 for de-

tails.  KEEP "CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS" THIS YEAR WITH THE 

PURCHASE OF A NATIVITY YARD DISPLAY!  ALL OF THE 

PROCEEDS GO TOWARDS OUR CHARITABLE PROGRAMS. 

Fourth Sunday of Advent - December 20th 

mailto:stevenmhupp@hotmail.com


Religious Education News 
 

The December Sacramental Session for First Sacraments 

& Confirmation (2nd grade/8th grade) has been CAN-

CELLED.  Please refer to your emails for updated infor-

mation and instructions. 

In-person PSR for December has been moved from in-

person instruction to emailed content. 

Question regarding PSR and Sacramental Preparation: 

Contact:  Johanna Garr 

reoinformation@stmaryberea.org 

Family Perspective 

In today’s gospel, we hear the preaching of John the 

Baptism, this time from John’s gospel.  When the 

priests and Levites question John about his identity, he 

points instead to one who is coming after him, one 

whom they “do not recognize.”  As mysterious as 

these words have been for the people who first heard 

them, they also hold a mystery for us.  How is Christ 

in our midst, right here, right now, and do we recog-

nize him? 

St. Mary Catholic School  
News Corner 
  Educating the Mind, Nurturing the Soul        
           

As the colder weather approaches teachers request that 
children dress appropriately for outdoor recess.  Winter 
coats, boots, hats and gloves are a must on the playground.  
When snow is on the ground, snow pants must be worn to 
play in the snow – gym uniform sweat pants do not qualify 
as snow pants.  We realize junior high students generally 
don’t wear snow pants or snowsuits; therefore, sweatpants 
are permitted under the uniform skirt for added warmth 
during outdoor recess only.   
 

Help support the St. Mary Stewardship Christmas 
Food Collection for Church Street Minis-
tries.  Church Street Ministries is hoping to 
provide 100 families with Christmas dinner.  
Please help by donating side/dessert items: 
stuffing, cranberry sauce, gravy, canned 
vegetables, boxed mashed potatoes, boxed 

rice, boxed mac & cheese, chicken broth, cornbread mix, 
biscuit mix, cake mix, frosting, or brownie mix.  Your sup-
port during the holiday season is greatly appreciated.  
Items may be dropped at the school office or the parish 
rectory by Sunday, December 20th. 
 

Our Kindergarten students have been very busy work-
ing on writing non-fiction books about dinosaurs.  The stu-
dents will be reading them in class as they complete them.  
The Kindergarten students have also started to learn Block 
Coding for the Dash robots and are programming the robot 
to walk forward and then backward at varying speeds. 
 

 DON’T FORGET…St. Mary School is participating in 
the SchoolStore program this year.  This online program 
helps SMS earn cash without students selling door-to-door, 
collecting money or delivering products.  Over 400 mer-
chants are available on this website.  It is a perfect oppor-
tunity to start your Christmas shopping from the safety and 
convenience of your home while helping SMS raise funds.  
Merchants such as Kohl’s, Old Navy and Wal-Mart have 
agreed to give back up to 50% of all sales just for shop-
ping through SchoolStore.com.   This opportunity is 
available to all St. Mary School, Parish & extended 
families.  We thank you for your support!! 

 

Catholic Schools – Faith, Excellence, Service -  
We are busy preparing for our 2021-2022 Open 
House.  We have updated our Registration & Re
-Registration packet.  Our plan is to have these 
ready for current families by our Christmas 

Break. At this time, due to COVID we will not be conduct-
ing our Annual Open House as we have in the past. We are 
working on a Virtual Tour of the school and classrooms for 
any new family interested in St. Mary Catholic School.  
New families can always call the school office, 440-243-
4555, and the school’s Admin. Ass’t. will gladly answer 
any questions you may have. 
 

Important Dates: 
12/15/20      Pre-3 Interims sent home 
12/18/20      $1.00 Fr. Marty Dress Down Day 
12/18/20     Pre4, PreK, Kdg.-8 Interims sent home 
12/19/20     First Reconciliation 

mailto:reoinformation@stmaryberea.org



