
Celebrating 168 years of Pastoral Service to the Catholic Community of Berea 

Parish Pastoral Staff 

Reverend John P. Singler, Pastor 

Reverend Thomas E. Stock, Parochial Vicar 

Reverend Robert J. Cole, Retired, In Residence 

Deacon Thomas A. Cully, Pastoral Associate 

Mrs. Angela Kovic, Music Director 

 

Parish Support Staff 

Mrs. Diana Lipfird, Homebound Coordinator 

Mr. John Mastandrea, Adult Faith and Education Coordinator 

Mrs. Johanna Garr, Religious Education Coordinator 

 

Parish Office Staff 

Mrs. Janel Abraham 

Mrs. Lorri Masie 

 

School Administrative Staff 

Mr. Andrew Carner, Principal 

Mrs. Sandi Ziegler, Program Coordinator 

Mrs. Nancy Kaesgen, Director of Development 

 

School Office Staff 

Mrs. Mary Beth Hennessy 

Mrs. Diana Zjaba 

Parish Mass Schedule 

 

Weekday:   9:00am Monday through Friday 

                                              

Weekend: 4:00pm Saturday Vigil 

  7:30am, 9:30am, & 11:30am 

 

Holy Day Consult Bulletin 

 

Sacramental Ministries 

 

Baptisms: On Sundays After 11:30am Mass 

 

Reconciliation: Saturdays 3-3:30pm 

  Seasonal Celebrations 

 

Marriage: Contact Parish Office 

 

Anointing of the Sick: Contact Parish Office 

   Seasonal Celebration 

 

Communion Calls: Contact Parish Office 

Saint Mary Parish 

250 Kraft Street, Berea, Ohio 44017-1499 

Rectory: 440-243-3877  ·  FAX: 440-891-9417  ·  Website: www.stmaryberea.org 

Mission Statement 

St. Mary is a faith community which worships together, follows the teachings of Jesus Christ in our everyday lives, 

evangelizes others by our lives and actions, gives generously of our time and resources in service to others, shows 

compassion and love towards one another, provides religious education and works for social justice for all. 



 

 

 

The Solemnity of the Epiphany 
January 3, 2021 

 

 The passage from Isaiah today begins with an image of a world covered in the darkness and thick clouds 

of spiritual blindness, confusion, ignorance, violence and woes of every kind.  The exception is Zion (Jerusalem), 

the city of the God of Israel, in which God appears in glory.  It is this divine presence that sheds light over Jerusa-

lem, bringing healing, wisdom and shalom.  In such a world, the prophet concludes, all the nations are naturally 

drawn to the light that shines from within Israel.  The prophet foresees a new day dawning for the entire world, 

beginning with Jerusalem, which will become a destination for all the nations as they move inevitably toward 

the Light, proclaiming praise for the God of Israel. 

 

 Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians emphasizes God’s outreach to the nations. The grace that Paul has been 

called to proclaim is precisely that Gentiles are now called to join with Jews as heirs of God’s ancient promises.  

This inheritance, obtained through Christ, is unearned, founded solely on 

God’s graciousness. 

 

 In the Gospel of Matthew, Herod is understandably threatened by 

the news of a “newborn king of the Jews.”  The prophecy of a star rising 

derives from the prophet Micah that references the Davidic king who will 

emerge from David’s ancestral town.  Herod wants to know where he 

might find this child, certainly not to worship him, but to do him harm.  

The wise men are humbled in the presence of the king found in such unas-

suming circumstances.  They believe he is the king of the Jews and present 

costly gifts which, tradition suggests, point to Christ’s royalty (gold), divini-

ty (frankincense), and death (myrrh). 

 

 

 It’s still a dark world in which we live, but there is HOPE beyond hope!  The vaccine has been successful-

ly implemented to MANY and MANY more are slated for vaccination.  Praise 

God for the wonders of science and technology and advanced testing and EVE-

RYTHIGN that goes along with that process!  I do hope and pray that those of 

our faith family and extended families that received the first, second or third 

wave of vaccinations remain virus free and even with the variated strains, stay 

healthy!  It’s so true that we have lived these dark months, but the light is here. 

 

 

 

 

           



 

And of course, the Light of Christ has been seen in the eyes and hearts of the Three Wise Men as they 

followed His Star in the sky so many centuries ago!  Let us, like them, present our gifts of thankfulness and grati-

tude as they lay before the King, gold, frankincense and myrrh! 

 

Oh, and by the way, have you watched The Chosen series on YouTube?  I was gifted with Season One 

DVD and have watched it twice – all eight episodes and the initial trailer titled, The Shepherd.  Of course the 

series is all about Jesus, but Season One showcases the lives of a 

few of the apostles – Simon and Andrew, James and John, 

Matthew and Thomas and Mary Magdalene BEFORE they 

were “chosen”  by Jesus to follow him. Get it?  The Chosen? 

 

Former Hollywood director, Dallas Jenkins has written 

and produced this first of eight seasons and hopes to complete 

all eight seasons with donations and financial support of Chris-

tians Catholics all over the world.  I encourage you to check it 

out!  Take the time and make the effort – as a family – to see 

how this very dedicated director presents the stories of the men 

and women who surrounded Jesus in his ministry.  Cleverly, 

Dallas Jenkins wrote a very “clever” line that Jesus begins to 

use with his apostles, “get used to different.”   Their skepticism about his ministry is met with wonder, joy, sur-

prise, faith, hope and on and on.  “Get used to different!”   It’s worth a New Year resolution.  The Chosen! 

 

 

The Light of Christ definitely shines in our world this day and I am most grateful for your generosity at 

Christmas and throughout the Advent Season and as we move forward into this 

New Year 2021!  You surprise me with your continued generosity even as so many 

of us struggle in our lives, you respond to the blessings God has given you with 

abundance to our Parish and Church!  THANK YOU. 

May you and your families be richly blessed in this New Year! 

 

  

         

 Fr. John 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY FR. JOHN 
Missed your Birthday on 12/27 -  
Hope your Birthday was GREAT! 

Family Perspective 

While we find within the gospel and the second 

reading historical events in which Jews and Gen-

tiles are brought together by the light of Christ, 

we are still waiting for the fullness of Isaiah’s 

prophecy to take place in which the radiance of 

God’s peace will eradicate the darkness of vio-

lence, war, pain, suffering and bloodshed.  We 

are reminded that the newborn king of the Jews 

was not found in the palace in Jerusalem but in a 

humble home in Bethlehem.  How does your 

family recognize Jesus in the poor and the vulner-

able? 



Please remember in prayer all 
who are ill or  homebound, 
especially the following: 
 

Michael Baran 
Patricia Beekman 
Christine Burrell 
Hilda Denk 
Kathleen Dorsey 
Nancy Grau 
Dorothy Hunter 

Marcel Liberge 
Chet Talarczyk 
Donald Ziehn 
 

To add a name to the Prayer 

List, please call the Rectory 

Office: (440) 243-3877 or 

email:  

jabraham1@stmaryberea.org 

Bulletin Prayer List 

Please Remember Our Military 
In Prayer & With Gratitude 

 

SSgt. Jeffrey R. Anzalone—USAF, Hurlburt Field, FL 

Private 1st Class Nicholas Cozzarin—US Army, Ft. Hood, TX ; Iraq 

Sergeant Justin P. Gertsma—USMC, Afghanistan 

Specialist Stefan C. Golier—Army, Fort Stewart, GA 

SPC Carl Heitz, Army Reserves, Kuwait 

Jeffery Jones, SA, US NAVY, NTTC Pensacola, Fla 

1 Lt David J Laubert - US Army 101 ABN Divarty (USA) 

Major Theresa M. (Ponstingle) Livingston—Dobbins Air Force Base 

Major Leonard J. Livingston, Dobbins Air Force Base 

Master Sergeant Zachary McLeish, USAF 76 APS Youngstown Ohio 

Major Frank P. Mercurio, Jr., Weapons School Patch/
Instructor.—Dyess Air Force Base, Abilene, TX 

Staff Sergeant Stefen Neuwar—Ft. Belvoir, VA 

Sr. Airman Anthony J. Phillipp—USAF, Davis Monthan AFB, AZ 

Master Sergeant, Joshua Stark, OSAN Airbase, South Korea 

MA2 Gary L. Stephen—US Navy 

LCDR Thomas A. Stephen—US Navy 

Airman Todd Vlk - Avionics Technician, Special Projects Patrol Squadron 2 

Marine Corps Base Hawaii (MCBH) 

Sergeant Sean M. Walters—US Army Green Berets 

Staff Sergeant Elaine Wisnieski—U.S. Air Force 

 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 
Cpl. Brad D. Squires—KIA in Iraq, June 9, 2005 

 

Mother Teresa 

Some time ago, a Hindu gentleman was 

asked:  “What is a Christian?”  And he gave 

a very simple and a very strange answer:  

“A Christian is giving.”  And right from the 

beginning we find that it is really just giving.  

God loved the world so much that He gave 

His Son—the first great giving.  Being rich 

He became poor for you and me.  He gave Himself 

totally.  But that was not enough.  He wanted to give 

something more—to give us the chance to give to Him.  

So He made Himself the hungry one, the naked one so 

that we could give to Him. 

Excerpted from: Love: A Fruit Always in Season Daily Meditations by Mother 

Teresa (Ignatius Press 1987) 

In Your Charity 

In your charity, please remember the 

repose of the souls of  Daniel DeCaria 

and Thomas O’Grady, Sr. 

 

May they rest in eternal peace. 

    2021 Mass Book - OPEN  

 for scheduling your Mass  

 Intentions.   
Contact the Office to schedule or submit your request in 
writing - please include a phone number in case we need 
to contact you.  We will do our best to accommodate 
your requests. 

Weekend of January 3 Epiphany of the Lord 

4:00pm Rose Marie Reid  Linda Kehl 
7:30am Cynthia Ritzrow  Special Intention 
9:30am Ken Volpe   Wife 
11:30am For All St Mary Parishioners 
 

Monday January 4 Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious  
                            1 Jn 3:22– 4:6 / Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 (212) 
   
9:00am Henry Kleinhenz  Michael Swiatek 
 

Tuesday January 5 Saint John Neumann, Bishop 
 1 Jn 4:7-10 / Mk 6:34-44 (213) 
 

9:00am Ray Gold   Special Intention 
 

Wednesday January 6 Christmas Weekday  
 1 Jn 4:11-18 / Mk 6:45-52 (214) 
 

9:00am Margaret Peck   Special Intention 
 

Thursday January 7 Christmas Weekday 
 1 Jn 4:11-18 / Mk 6:45-52 (214) 
 

9:00am Patrick Devlin   Special Intention 
 

Friday January 8 Christmas Weekday 
 1 Jn 5:5-13 / Lk 5:12-16 (216) 
 

9:00am Patricia Hammel  Special Intention 
 

Saturday January 9 Christmas Weekday 

         1 Jn 5:14-21 / Jn 3:22-30 (217) 
 

4:00pm Dolores Bartlett  Family 
   

Sunday January 10 Baptism of The Lord  

 Is 55:1-11 / 1 Jn 5:1-9 / Mk 1:7-11 (21) 
 

7:30am Ray Garcia        Tom & Paulette Flandera 
9:30am            For All St Mary Parisioners 
11:30am Margaret Noland  Family 

Anniversary Wishes 
If you will be having a wedding anniversary in the month of  

JANUARY and would like your names listed in the bulletin, 

please call the parish office (440) 243-3877 or email  

jabraham1@stmaryberea.org 



Music Ministry & Liturgy Notes 

By Angela Kovic, Director of Music and Liturgy 

 

 

STAR OF HOPE 

 

The Magi, or the kings (depending on which Gos-

pel you're reading,) must have really trusted in the 

prophetic word when they decided to search for 

Jesus at the sign of the star rising. For so long, they 

were read of and were told that with the star in the 

sky, the king of the Jews would born. Trusting the 

word, they set out across the land so that they 

could worship him in person. Sounds a lot like us in 

present times, with the new testament telling us 

that we will see Jesus' second coming! What will 

our sign be? Will it be chaotic, like war and storms, 

or a gentle miracle, like the 'star' of Bethlehem we 

saw weeks ago with Jupiter and Saturn so close 

together? Whatever it may be, we need to have 

that same unyielding faith of those who found ba-

by Jesus in the manger. And what a surprise for 

Mary and Joseph, to be visited by people with such 

status! They knew Jesus was going to be amazing, 

but their reality must have shifted from the get go. 

 

In the same vein, we also need to have hope that 

good times in our near future. COVID-19 has been 

cruel to us all, but thanks to the tireless research of 

doctors and scientists, hopefully we will be back to 

some sort of normal soon with the vaccine! I know 

that I am so eager to my choirs back together so 

that we can sing together and worship as we are 

meant to- with SINGING! I am taking a break with 

my mini-concert series for our wedding anniver-

sary, but will be back later in the month. Don't for-

get to send in any song requests, and I'll try my best 

to include them! 

 

Contact me via phone (440.243.3877 ext. 27) or 

email (musicministry1@stmaryberea.org) for any-

thing involving our Music! 

Mass        Lector  Cantor  Extraordinary Ministers   Servers 
 

4:00pm   Deacon Tom/ A & D Kovic (H)  R Sillasen, Deacon Tom, 
       M Mucic          B Sillasen 
 

7:30am   Deacon Tom/ A & D Kovic (H)  B Draves, Deacon Tom, 
       M Mucic          D Grospitch 
 

9:30am   Deacon Tom/ A & D Kovic (H)  L Richter, Deacon Tom 
       M Mucic          C Garr 
 

11:30am  Deacon Tom/ A & D Kovic (H)  B Hunter, Deacon Tom, 
       M Mucic          J Abraham 

Ministry Schedules 
The Baptism of The Lord - January 10th 

St. Mary Stewardship:   
Christmas Food Collection 

 

We are blessed with amazing and generous families at 
St. Mary!  Thank you for your donations!  Take a look 
at the pictures to see what we collected due to your 
generosity.  St. Mary Parish families (PSR, School and 
Church collections) gathered food for over 150 bags of 
Christmas dinner side items (and lots of extra desserts 
and mac and cheese) that were delivered to Church 
Street Ministries.  I’m glad Mr. Garr convinced me we 
needed a van and not just our two cars for the delivery.  
A special thanks to our 8th Grade Confirmation Can-
didates and their families for helping bag up all the do-
nations.  What a workout! 
 

May you all enjoy a blessed and safe New Year! 
 

Johanna & Chris Garr 


