
Celebrating 168 years of Pastoral Service to the Catholic Community of Berea 

Parish Pastoral Staff 

Reverend John P. Singler, Pastor 

Reverend Thomas E. Stock, Parochial Vicar 

Reverend Robert J. Cole, Retired, In Residence 

Deacon Thomas A. Cully, Pastoral Associate 

Mrs. Angela Kovic, Music Director 

 

Parish Support Staff 

Mrs. Diana Lipfird, Homebound Coordinator 

Mr. John Mastandrea, Adult Faith and Education Coordinator 

Mrs. Johanna Garr, Religious Education Coordinator 

 

Parish Office Staff 

Mrs. Janel Abraham 

Mrs. Lorri Masie 

 

School Administrative Staff 

Mr. Andrew Carner, Principal 

Mrs. Sandi Ziegler, Program Coordinator 

Mrs. Nancy Kaesgen, Director of Development 

 

School Office Staff 

Mrs. Mary Beth Hennessy 

Mrs. Diana Zjaba 

Parish Mass Schedule 

 

Weekday:   9:00am Monday through Friday 

                                              

Weekend: 4:00pm Saturday Vigil 

  7:30am, 9:30am, & 11:30am 

 

Holy Day Consult Bulletin 

 

Sacramental Ministries 

 

Baptisms: On Sundays After 11:30am Mass 

 

Reconciliation: Saturdays 3-3:30pm 

  Seasonal Celebrations 

 

Marriage: Contact Parish Office 

 

Anointing of the Sick: Contact Parish Office 

   Seasonal Celebration 

 

Communion Calls: Contact Parish Office 

Saint Mary Parish 

250 Kraft Street, Berea, Ohio 44017-1499 

Rectory: 440-243-3877  ·  FAX: 440-891-9417  ·  Website: www.stmaryberea.org 

Mission Statement 

St. Mary is a faith community which worships together, follows the teachings of Jesus Christ in our everyday lives, 

evangelizes others by our lives and actions, gives generously of our time and resources in service to others, shows 

compassion and love towards one another, provides religious education and works for social justice for all. 



 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

January 17, 2021 
 

The Old Testament (Hebrew Scripture) readings for these first weeks of Ordinary Time present us with 

several challenges that face those who would live with 

and for God.  Young Samuel, who we meet this week-

end in the First Reading, discovers two things about 

God.  The first is that God often calls us without our 

realizing or understanding the call.  We have to learn, 

sometimes from others, to recognize the voice of the 

Lord in our lives.  The second is that when we are slow 

to hear, as was Samuel, God patiently continues to call 

until finally we are able to respond. 

 

In the weeks that follow Jonah learns that the mercy 

and forgiveness that God offers is also available for 

those we may consider beyond the reach of God’s 

care.  Moses points out the danger of presuming that 

we ourselves speak for God and poor Job reminds us 

that in times of suffering, even those closest to us can 

fail to understand what we are enduring, increasing 

our sense of isolation, loneliness and the meaninglessness of life. 

 

In the New Testament (Christian Scripture) readings St. Paul in his Letter to the Corinthians reminds them 

(and us) that being incorporated into the Body of Christ means we must radically examine and reorient our lives.  

In fact, now that Christ has come, the entire world is upside down (get used to different) and the old things, in-

cluding the old ways are passing away.  Those who have been baptized are different people now and are joined 

to the Lord as members of Christ! 

 

The Gospel readings during these 5 weeks of Ordinary Time highlight the energy and zeal that evangeli-

zation can unleash among disciples and those whom God touches through them.  This energy and zeal begins 

with Jesus himself, who begins his public ministry by gathering students, disciples so that the message of God’s 

salvation can be spread as quickly and wisely as possible.  In The Chosen series, Jesus comments to his students, 

“I was counting on it,” when asked if they could tell others about him!  That urgency that Jesus proclaims is cap-

tured in Mark’s Gospel use of the word “immediately.”  Jesus moves quickly – healing, teaching, and casting out 

demons all with astonishing power and authority! 

 

It’s going to be an exciting Time for us as we move 

through these winter weeks.  Soon enough Lent will be 

here and the call to Repent and Believe in the Good News!   

Let’s hear and heed the call and take up the challenge the 

Word of God holds for us and be renewed in His Light! 

 

It bears repeating again, that I am so very grateful for your FINANCIAL 

GENEROSITY during the Christmas Season AND in this unprecedented time of the 

Coronavirus pandemic.  Your CONTINUED financial support has been TERRIFIC 

and AMAZING, even in the midst of the MANY of you who have endured hardship 

BECAUSE of the shut down!  WOW!  I am TRULY GRATEFUL and HUMBLED by 

your faith, hope and love commitment to CONTINUE the good work and to let it 

FLOURISH during these many, many months!   

 



 We received many, many of your Christmas Donations in the mail; but unfortunately not ALL of 

the mailed in donations were received either by Christmas or prior to December 31, 2020.  I’m sure you saw the 

Plain Dealer front page article on Monday Janu-

ary 11
th
 that only 28.8% of first class mailed was 

received on time ahead of Christmas. 

 

That being said; all of your mailed in donations 

that are postmarked and received in January must be posted as a January donation, even if it’s noted for Christ-

mas and this is per the IRS regulations.  This also mean that though your donation was intended for Christmas 

2020 or the end of the year and not received until January, it will not be reflected on your 2020 Donation 

Statement, but will be on your 2021 Donation Statement.  That’s the ill-timed impact that the delay in mail ser-

vice has caused.    

 

You will see included in the Bulletin this weekend, a Pastoral Letter from the Berea Association of Minis-

ters.  The Letter was crafted in light of the very unfortunate storming of the Capital on January 6
th
, 2021!  The 

Pastoral Letter is our effort to offer hope and healing and on Sunday night, January 17
th
, at 7pm on the Berea 

Area Churches Facebook page (www.facebook.com/BereaAreaChurches) a special prayer service will be held for 

a peaceful transition of power.  Join us as you are able! 

 

Another Thank you for your presence and joy to me, to us, as a member of St. Mary Parish!  Fr. Max 

Cole was here this past weekend and commented how he missed US!  We certainly do have an impact!  And 

while I was giving the weekend Retreat to the Permanent Deacons in Formation, I asked them to include you, us 

in their prayers!  So, continue to do good and avoid evil!  Blessings TODAY and EVERYDAY! 

          Fr. John 

Pope Francis Proclaims “Year of St. Joseph” 

 

Saint Jose’ Manyanet, a priest in the 19
th
 

century Spain fervently promoted devo-

tion to Saint Joseph and the Holy Family.  

He prophesied that a “time of Saint Jo-

seph” would soon arrive in the life of the 

church. 

 

We need the spiritual fatherhood of St. 

Joseph to help us protect marriage and the 

family.  Marriage and the family have al-

ways been under attack, but in modern 

times, the threat have reached extraordi-

nary heights.   

 

The servant of God Sister Lucia, the longest

-lived visionary of the Fatima Apparitions, knew the seriousness 

of the times and made a powerful statement about this issue. 

She wrote: 

 

“The final battle between the Lord and the kingdom of Satan 

will be about marriage and the family.” 

 

To combat and overcome Satan’s deceptions, the church needs 

St. Joseph.  His example and protection are the only way out of 

the confusing mess we are in.  Who else can we turn to who can 

help us understand what marriage and the family are all about if 

not to the Head of the Holy Family and Terror of Demons? 

 

Excerpts from: “Consecration to Saint Joseph”, Father Donald 

Callloway, MIC 

Mark your Calendar: 

 

An evening of Reflection 

January 28, 2021 

7:00pm - Church 

 
 

Hope you had the chance to start 

reading this year’s Christmas Gift:  “I 

Heard God Laugh” by Matthew Kelly. 

 

Join us in the Church for an evening 

of reflection or view via live  

stream on our  

website. 

 

stmaryberea.org 

28.8% of first-class mail delivered 

on time ahead of Christmas week 

http://www.facebook.com/BereaAreaChurches




Please remember in prayer all 
who are ill or  homebound, es-
pecially the following: 
 

Michael Baran 
Patricia Beekman 
Christine Burrell 
Hilda Denk 
Kathleen Dorsey 
Nancy Grau 
Raymond Hritz 
Dorothy Hunter 

Rose Marie Jocke 
Marcel Liberge 
Chet Talarczyk 
Donald Ziehn 

To add a name to the Prayer 

List, please call the Rectory 

Office: (440) 243-3877 or 

email:  

jabraham1@stmaryberea.org 

Bulletin Prayer List 

Mother Teresa 

“Christ Chooses Us” 

“You have not chosen Me; I have chosen 

you” (Jn 15:16).  It is Christ’s choice for us 

that makes us what we are … He will work 

out His plan in us and through us in spite of 

any failure we may meet. 

Excerpted from: Love: A Fruit Always in Season Daily Meditations by Mother 

Teresa (Ignatius Press 1987) 

In Your Charity 

In your charity, please remember the 

repose of the souls of  Linda Kurt Fitos, 

Michael Tracy and Carol Waldron. 

 

May they rest in eternal peace. 

    2021 Mass Book - OPEN  

 for scheduling your Mass  

 Intentions.   
Contact the Office to schedule or submit your request in 
writing - please include a phone number in case we need 
to contact you.  We will do our best to accommodate 
your requests. 

Weekend of January 17 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

4:00pm John Goetz   Judy Stull 
7:30am For All St. Mary Parishioners 
9:30am Robert Buck   Family 
11:30am Daniel DeCaria   Patty McLaughlin 
 

Monday January 18 Weekday  

                            Heb 5:1-10 / Mk 2:18-22 (311) 
   

9:00am Granville Hickey Tom & Paulette Flandera 
 

Tuesday January 19 Weekday 
 Heb 6:10-20 / Mk 2:23-28 (312) 
 
9:00am Mary Brinda Kekic  Redella Family 
 

Wednesday January 20 Weekday  

 Heb 7:1-3, 15-17 / Mk 3:1-6 (313) 

 

9:00am Rudolph Schleif Tom & Paulette Flandera 
 

Thursday January 21 Saint Agnes, Virgin and Martyr 

 Heb 7:25– 8:6 / Mk 3:7-12 (314) 

 

9:00am In Thanksgiving for Jessica Family 
 

Friday January 22 Day of Prayer for the Legal  
   Protection of Unborn Children 
 Lectionary for Ritual Masses, Vol IV 
 

9:00am Walter Rippin   Family 
 
Saturday January 23 Weekday 

         Heb 9:2-3, 11-14 / Mk 3:20-21 (316) 
 

4:00pm Marie Stec       Cheryl & John Pesarchick & Family 
 

Sunday January 24 Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Jon 3:1-5, 10 / 1 Cor 7:29-31 / Mk 1:14-20 (68) 
 

7:30am Leonard Drager  Family 
9:30am            Lenere Shrieves  Family 
11:30am Christopher Jackman  Family 

Anniversary Wishes 
If you will be having a wedding anniversary in the month of  

JANUARY and would like your names listed in the bulletin, 

please call the parish office (440) 243-3877 or email  

jabraham1@stmaryberea.org 

THANK 
YOU! 

           Offertory Collection 
 
 

   January 3rd: $4,032.00 
   January 10th: $10,496.00 

     

Request for 2020 Contribution Statement 
 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 
 
If you would like a 2020 Contribution Statement, please com-
plete the information below & return in the collection basket 
or mail to the Parish Office:  250 Kraft Street, Berea, 44017 
Attn:  Janel 
Statements will be ready for pick-up/emailed in the Parish 
Office starting Tuesday, January 19th. 
 
Name:_____________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip:______________________________________ 

Email:_____________________________________________ 



Music Ministry & Liturgy Notes 

By Angela Kovic, Director of Music and Liturgy 

 

 

GOD’S HANDS 

 

I found out that last week, alternate readings were 

used for mass instead of the usual readings of the 

day! This isn’t a problem, but if you looked up that 

song that I mentioned last week, you might have 

not seen the connection that I made! The song 

‘Table of Life,’ by Steve Angrisano, is based on the 

readings from Isaiah 55:1-11, just in case you were 

wondering what I was talking about! I’m glad that 

this is the only surprise I’ve had in the past week! 

Also, in other news, I have planned the music for 

my next mini-concert, so let’s look for that being 

posted before the end of the month. 

 

The readings for this Second Sunday of Ordinary 

Time are all about discipleship, and answering the 

call of Christ! In the Gospel, we hear of Jesus being 

followed by his soon-to-be disciples; these men saw 

and heard of Jesus, and chose to stay with him! 

Samuel had his father to guide him in the First read-

ing, and Jesus was around during his time to help 

gather followers. In the present time, we Catholics 

are the mentors to helping other people join our 

faith. In the well-known song, ‘Here I Am, Lord,’ 

the text has God saying of all of the gifts and help 

he will give to his children, but he needs someone 

to be his loving hands on earth. It’s our job to an-

swer this call and give his love to the rest of the 

world! Make sure that you are listening, so that 

when it’s your turn, you can respond with zeal! 

 

Contact me via phone (440.243.3877 ext. 27) or 

email (musicministry1@stmaryberea.org) for any-

thing involving our Music! 

St. Mary Catholic School  
News Corner 
  Educating the Mind, Nurturing the Soul        
           

Happy New Year!  I hope everyone had a blessed and restful 
Christmas and I wish all of you a happy and healthy 2021.  Since 
the world is still trying to wrap our heads around COVID-19, like 
everything else from 2020, the annual SMS Open House will be 
much different this year.  Since we must limit the access of peo-
ple entering the school, we have a virtual tour on our website.  
You will be able to get a tour of the entire school, as well as go-
ing into each classroom, from the convenience of your own home. 
We are currently accepting re-registrations as well as new regis-
trations for the 2021-2022 academic year.  You will find our reg-
istration packet on the school website (smsberea.org).  If you 
have any questions, please call the school office (440-243-4555 
ext. 10) and our knowledgeable and courteous staff will be happy 
to answer your questions.  
 
Attention all 6th, 7th & 8th grade boys.  St. Ignatius High School 
will once again be offering a Latin and French program at the 
high school.  The Latin program begins Saturday, 2/13 and runs 
through Saturday, 3/6, from 1:00p.m.-2:00p.m.  The French pro-
gram begins Saturday, 2/13 and also runs through 3/6, from 
12:00noon until 1:00p.m.  Appropriate COVID guidelines which 
includes wearing masks and social distancing will be in place to 
ensure a safe learning environment.  Please direct any inquiries to 
the Department of Languages at 216-651-0222, ext. 253, or email 
Mr. Zebrak of St. Ignatius High School at zebrak@ignatius.edu. 
 

Important Dates: 
01/18/21 -  MLK Day – NO School / DayCare Closed 
01/19/21  - MAP Testing continues 
01/20/21  - Ripcho Studios – Candid Picture Day 
 “    “    “    End of 2nd Quarter 

Religious Education News 
 

In-Person Class Resumed - on Monday January 11, 2021—

Welcome Back!  The Next Sacramental Session is scheduled 

for Sunday February 21, 2021 - for First Sacraments and 

Confirmation. 

Question regarding PSR and Sacramental Preparation: 

Contact:  Johanna Garr 

reoinformation@stmaryberea.org 

Mass        Lector  Cantor  Extraordinary Ministers   Servers 
 

4:00pm   D Canepari M Schuetz (H)  R Heitz, J Gilmore, 
                  M Gilmore 
 

7:30am   K Zanotti   (H)  F Sliwa, D Grospitch, 
                  B Draves 
 

9:30am   C Garr  M Reid  (H)  R Laneve, K Laneve, 
                  C Rose 
 

11:30am  J Pae  P Hickey  (H)  D Bajc, J Bajc, 
                  T Morgan 

Ministry Schedules 
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time - January 24th 

mailto:reoinformation@stmaryberea.org





