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Parish Mass Schedule 

 

Weekday:   9:00am Monday through Friday 

                                              

Weekend: 4:00pm Saturday Vigil 

  7:30am, 9:30am, & 11:30am 

 

Holy Day Consult Bulletin 

 

Sacramental Ministries 

 

Baptisms: On Sundays After 11:30am Mass 

 

Reconciliation: Saturdays 3-3:30pm 

  Seasonal Celebrations 

 

Marriage: Contact Parish Office 

 

Anointing of the Sick: Contact Parish Office 

   Seasonal Celebration 

 

Communion Calls: Contact Parish Office 

Saint Mary Parish 

250 Kraft Street, Berea, Ohio 44017-1499 

Rectory: 440-243-3877  ·  FAX: 440-891-9417  ·  Website: www.stmaryberea.org 

Mission Statement 

St. Mary is a faith community which worships together, follows the teachings of Jesus Christ in our everyday lives, 

evangelizes others by our lives and actions, gives generously of our time and resources in service to others, shows 

compassion and love towards one another, provides religious education and works for social justice for all. 



  First Sunday of Lent 

February 21, 2021 
 

So, in case you haven’t heard it enough or gotten it yet, “Now is the time!  Now is the day of salvation!  

Now is the time to return to the Lord!”  We heard the urgency proclaimed in all the Ash Wednesday Readings – 

Joel the Old Testament prophet announces, “Blow the trum-

pet, proclaim a fast, call an assembly, gather, and notify – the 

DAY IS HERE!  St. Paul also reminded the Corinthians and us, 

“Behold, NOW is a very acceptable time; behold, NOW is 

the day of salvation.”  And Jesus tells us with the same ear-

nestness, “PRAY, FAST, GIVE ALMS.”  So NOW is our time to 

enter the journey with faith, hope and love to renew our 

minds, hearts and spirits in the ways of the Lord.   

  

Every year we celebrate Lent and every year we are remind-

ed to PRAY, FAST, GIVE ALMS.  But what will be different in 

our “good “works” this year?  How can our prayer, fasting 

and almsgiving lead to conversion of heart?  Here’s a 

thought:  IF we can commit to a set-time each day for prayer, 

we’ll be on the way to forming a permanent habit of prayer.  

IF we can commit to the next six weeks to fasting from some 

food or activity that has too tight a grip on us – then we’re on the way to becoming less attached to this world 

and more to Christ.  And IF we can commit to giving some of our time and our money to helping the poor on a 

regular basis, generosity and compassion will flow from us more naturally. 

 

 In our Holy Father Pope Francis’s Lenten Message (A copy of which is in the kiosk in the Mother Teresa 

Vestibule), he connects the theological virtues of faith, hope and love to that of these three great works, prayer, 

fasting and almsgiving.   

 

 He writes, FAITH calls us to accept the truth and testify to it before God and all and FASTING as a form 

of self-denial helps us to rediscover God’s gift of faith and to recognize that in Him we find our fulfilment.  

HOPE, he writes, enables us to continue our journey and in these troubling times, when everything seems fragile 

and uncertain, it is PRAYER that helps us to grow in our relationship with God who, in silence consoles and en-

courages us to face the challenges of our journey.  LOVE, then, is following in the footsteps of Christ, in concern 

and compassion for all and is the highest expression of our faith and hope.  Tagged with love, is ALMSGIVING, 

which means caring for others – those who suffer or feel abandoned, are lost or forgotten and those fearful, be-

cause of the Covid-19 pandemic – and our reaching out to them in charity (almsgiving) may speak words of reas-

surance and help others to realize that God loves them as sons and daughters. 

 

 Pope Francis concludes his Lenten message in these words: every moment of our lives is a time for be-

lieving hoping and loving.  The call to experience Lent as a journey of conversion, prayer and sharing of our 

goods, helps us to revive the faith that comes from the living Christ, the hope inspired by the breath of the Holy 

Spirit and the love flowing from the merciful heart of the Father. 

 

Ashes are the mark of the Christian in Lent and so we pray that as they have been sprin-

kled on us, we allow the weight of that challenge of FAITH-FASTING, HOPE-PRAYER 

and LOVE-ALMSGIVING to truly inspire us to a new way of living and loving this Lent 

as we put on the heart of Christ, NOW! 

It bears repeating; THANK YOU for your financial generosity!  Your in-person dona-

tion, EFT and MAIL-IN donations have kept us and for this I am truly grateful.  My 

heart goes out to each and every one of you for your support.  You are a blessing and I 

pray we continue to bless each other with our faith-hope-love in all ways! 

 



   

 

 

The Catholic Charities Annual Appeal is THIS WEEKEND in our Churches.  Through your generosity so 

many have found life and love, as this year’s message is Love Your Neighbor.  This simple message, which was 

commanded by Jesus, is appropriate for our time – when society is experiencing an awakening as to who is their 

neighbor. 

Your financial gift will provide essential programs and services to people throughout all eight counties of 

the Diocese of Cleveland and on behalf of those who are hungry, homeless, people who are alone and isolated, 

and those who struggle with poverty…Thank You! 

 

     

 Fr. John 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catholic Charities: Because of You - Our Impact 
Catholic Charities' mission, for over 100 years, has been to provide help, create hope, and 
serve all people of every race and religion throughout the eight counties in the Diocese of 
Cleveland.  As one of the largest comprehensive health and human services organiza-
tions in the region, Catholic Charities, Diocese of Cleveland continues the work of Jesus by 
serving the least among us.  

 

 

Family Centers: Impacting Your Neighbors 
Family Centers are neighborhood gathering places serving seniors, children, teens, 

and families. Those who are isolated, hungry, unemployed, or in need of emergency or 
medical services find help and hope through our Children + Family Services.  

Hungry & Homeless: Making an Impact 
Thousands of people rely on Catholic Charities each year for basic necessities such as food and 

warmth. Catholic Charities has 28 food banks and 17 hot meal programs across Northeast Ohio that 
served 273,449 individuals last year.  

Disability Services: Making a Difference 
Disability Services is dedicated to meeting both the educational and social needs of children 
& adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities.  Parish-based Ministries offer 
programs to provide accessibility in the Church to persons with developmental disabilities 
and for those who are deaf, blind, and/or mentally ill so that they may participate fully in all 
aspects of parish life.  

 

 
Please Give Generously! 

With your support, Catholic Charities will continue to serve our neighbors in need throughout Northeast 
Ohio and transform the lives of more than 400,000 people annually. 

Your financial gift will make a lasting difference in the life of another, bringing help and hope to those 
who are in need. Your generosity will provide life-saving programs and services to people throughout all eight 
counties of the Diocese of Cleveland - our neighbors near and far. On behalf of those who will benefit from 
your gift...THANK YOU for recognizing the greatest commandments: Love God & Love Your Neighbor.  

https://www.catholiccommunity.org/ways-to-give/donate/catholic-charities


Pope Francis Proclaims “Year of St. Joseph” 

 

 

Jesus is not offended 

when people entrust 

themselves to Mary 

and Joseph.  He is the 

first one to have en-

trusted himself to them.  

Jesus more, than any-

one wants you to love 

Mary and Saint Joseph, 

and resemble them.  

When Saint Joseph 

took Mary’s hand in 

marriage, he became 

her beloved provider, protector, and servant.  Saint 

Joseph earnestly desires for her to be loved by every-

one.  Saint Pope Paul the VI writes Joseph and Mary 

are the summit from which holiness spreads over the 

earth.  The savoir began the work of salvation by this 

virginal holy union.  Saint Joseph is the head of the 

new covenant family.  The fatherhood of Saint Joseph 

is so important, our spiritual growth depends on it.  If 

we love and honor Saint Joseph; we can trust that he 

will help us to get to heaven.  The greatest thing any 

father can do for his children is help them to get to 

heaven.  “Rejoice, devout servants of Saint Joseph, for 

you are close to paradise: the ladder leading up to it 

has but three rungs, Jesus, Mary, Joseph”.    - Saint 

Leonard of Port Maurice   Saint Joseph is the delight of 

saints and popes.  He should be, your delight as well. 
 

Excerpts from: “Consecration to Saint Joseph”, Father 

Donald Callloway, MIC 

 
Lenten Online Event 

Featuring Dr. Edward Sri 
 

Mary and Her Model of Discipleship 

Virtual Event:  February 25, 2021 

7:00p - 8:00p 

 

 Registration is required in advance 

 Visit our Website under the Faith Development 

tab:  stmaryberea.org  for details 

 If you need help registering, please call the  

      Rectory Office:  (440) 243-3877 

 
 

 

Follow in the footsteps of Mary this Lent and learn more 

about the profound interior journey of faith she made 

throughout her life. We will walk with Mary step-by-step 

from Nazareth to the Cross and consider how she faced 

moments of joy and thanksgiving, moments of uncertainty 

and discernment as well as moments of trial and dark-

ness. Explore what Scripture tells us about key moments in 

Mary's life when God was inviting her to take that next 

step as a disciple. And at every critical point she respond-

ed with greater trust and surrender in ways that offer 

many practical insights for our own paths of Christian dis-

cipleship today.  

 

This is an Online Speaking Event delivered specifically to 

the St. Mary community. Dr. Sri will speak for 30 minutes 

and then take our questions for another 30 minutes.  

DO YOU WANT TO FAST THIS LENT?  
IN THE WORD OF POPE FRANCIS 

 
-Fast from hurting words and say kind words. 

-Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude. 

-Fast from anger and be filled with patience, 

-Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope. 

-Fast from worries and have trust in God. 

-Fast from complaints and contemplate sim-

plicity. 

-Fast from pressures and be prayerful. 

-Fast from bitterness and fill your heart with 

joy. 

-Fast from selfishness and be compassionate 

to others. 

-Fast from grudges and be reconciled. 

-Fast from words and be silent so you can lis-

ten. 



Please remember in prayer all 
who are ill or  homebound, es-
pecially the following: 
 

Michael Baran 
Patricia Beekman 
Christine Burrell 
Hilda Denk 
Kathleen Dorsey 
Sharon Fisher 
Nancy Grau 
Raymond Hritz 

Dorothy Hunter 
Rose Marie Jocke 
Marcel Liberge 
Chet Talarczyk 
Donald Ziehn 
 

To add a name to the Prayer 

List, please call the Rectory 

Office: (440) 243-3877 or 

email:  

jabraham1@stmaryberea.org 

Bulletin Prayer List 

Mother Teresa 

At the end of our lives we will not be judged by how 

many diplomas we have received, how much money 

we have made or how many great things 

we have done.  We will be judged by:  I 

was hungry and you gave me to eat.  I was 

naked and you clothed me.  I was homeless 

and you took me in. 

Excerpted from: Do Something Beautiful for God: The Essential 

Teachings of Mother Teresa (Blue Sparrow 2020) 

In Your Charity 

In your charity, please remember the repose of the 

souls of Patricia Shemuga and Joseph Haky. 

 

May they rest in eternal peace. 

    2021 Mass Book - OPEN  

 for scheduling your Mass 

 Intentions.   
Weekend & Daily Masses Available in February 
Contact the Office to schedule or submit your request in 
writing - please include a phone number in case we need 
to contact you.  We will do our best to accommodate 
your requests. 

Weekend of February 21 First Sunday of Lent 

4:00pm         Timothy Carpenter  Special Intention 
7:30am         For All St. Mary Parishioners 
9:30am         Michael & Jeanine Surma       Michael, Cindy & Family 
11:30am         Lillian Madaya   Kleem Family 
 

Monday February 22 The Chair of Saint Peter the Apostle 

                            1 Pt 5:1-4 / Mt 16:13-19 (535) 
   

9:00am Joan Neuwar           Jim & Jackie Fudale 
 

Tuesday February 23 Lenten Weekday 
 Is 55:10-11 / Mt 6:7-15 (225) 
 
9:00am William Doerner  Special Intention 
 

Wednesday February 24 Lenten Weekday 

 Jon 3:1-10 / Lk 11:29-32 (226) 

 

9:00am James Svec   Linda Svec 
 

Thursday February 25 Lenten Weekday 

 Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25 / Mt 7:7-12 (227) 

  

9:00am In Memory of John Ferrante Mary Ferrante 
 

Friday February 26 Lenten Weekday 
 Ex 18:21-28 / Mt 5:2-26 (228) 
 

9:00am Jerry Lang              Mari Ann Lang -Wife 
7:00pm STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
 
Saturday February 27 Lenten Weekday 
          Dt 26:16-19 / Mt 5:43-48 (229) 
 

4:00pm William Esker            Bernard & Mary Esker 
 

Sunday February 28 Second Sunday of Lent 

 Gn 9:8-15 / 1 Pt 3:18-22 / Mk 1:12-15 (23) 
 

7:30am Joseph Haky   Special Intention 
9:30am            Stanley Surma         Michael & Cindy Surma 
11:30am For All St. Mary Parishioners 

Anniversary Wishes 
If you will be having a wedding anniversary in the month of  

FEBRUARY / MARCH and would like your names listed in the 

bulletin, please call the parish office (440) 243-3877 or email 

jabraham1@stmaryberea.org 

Gerald & Joan Foust 

February 1st - 63 years 

Dr. John & Sophie Hawks 

February 13th - 5 years 

Ed & Cheryl Causey 

February 21st - 35 years 

THANK 
YOU! 

    Offertory Collection 
 
 

   February 14th: $10,830.00 
    

The 2021 Catholic Charities Annual Appeal is un-

derway with an in-pew commitment process tak-

ing place this weekend.  This is not a special collec-

tion; rather, the Catholic Charities Annual Appeal 

represents the chance for all Catholics to make a 

significant pledge, payable in installments, to Cath-

olic Charities, Diocese of Cleveland in order to 

support its mission of a society that stands united 

in its support of the “least among us.” 

 

Do twice as much good when you give online at 

CatholicCommunity.org 



Mass        Lector  Cantor  Extraordinary Ministers   Servers 
 

4:00pm   Deacon Tom / K Zanotti (H)  J Gilmore, M Gilmore,  
       M Mucic          Deacon Tom 
 

7:30am   Deacon Tom / K Zanotti (H)  B Draves, D Grospitch, 
       M Mucic          Deacon Tom 
 

9:30am   G Irvin  P Hickey  (H)  C Pacer, P Pacer, 
                  C Rose 
 

11:30am  M Dole  J Schwarz (H)  M McGinty, D Hickey, 
                  P Hickey 

2nd Sunday of Lent - February 28th 

Ministry Schedules 

Music Ministry & Liturgy Notes 

By Angela Kovic, Director of Music and Liturgy 
 

 

STEP INTO LENT 

 

With the change of season, from Ordinary Time to Lent, 

there are also changes to the liturgy and music that fol-

low! To visually show the transition, you will first notice 

that the decorations in the church have been lessened. 

Lent is a time of self-reflection, considering who we are 

and the sins that had Jesus crucified for us. Similar to Ad-

vent, the priests and deacon will wear purple vestments, 

and a seasonal penitential act is used. While we are in a 

time of preparation, the mood is much more somber and 

contemplative, and the emptiness of the church lies us 

open to who we are as sinners. The joyful Gloria is omit-

ted, and we do not say ‘alleluia,’ until the time comes 

when Jesus rises from the dead! 

 

The music ministry is currently stunted because of COVID

-19, but I can also put my own twists on the ‘new nor-

mal’ to show the quiet, reflective season of Lent. Instead 

of a gathering hymn, the entrance antiphon (that you 

may remember seeing in the hymnal before the first 

reading) is sung in style of the plainchant, just as it is 

found in the Roman Ritual. Since we are not allowed to 

chant at the moment, mass parts such as the Holy, Holy, 

Holy will now be spoken without accompaniment in the 

background. And after the communion antiphon, which 

has been sung by the cantor, we will take communion 

with quiet instrumental music. I hope that these changes 

will give us some sense of passage into the season of 

Lent, when we wait for Jesus’ sacrifice and miracle that 

saved us all! 

 

Contact me via phone (440.243.3877 ext. 27) or email 

(musicministry1@stmaryberea.org) for anything involving 

our Music! 

 

HUNGER IN OUR WORLD  

 

Jesus told us that whatever we did for 

one of these least brothers of his we did 

for him. Reflect on the challenge of 

global hunger— it is a reality for mil-

lions of our sisters and brothers. What 

will you do to support the hungry in 

our community and around the world? 

Visit crsricebowl.org to learn more. 

 

Please consider taking a CRS RIce Bowl 

from the Mother Teresa Vestibule and 

collecting spare change during Lent.  

There is also a “Communal” CRS Rice 

Bowl in the Mother Teresa Vestibule 

into which you may give. 



St. Mary Catholic School  
News Corner 
  Educating the Mind, Nurturing the Soul        
           

 

SMS Girl Scout Troop 71268 is sponsoring 
a children’s book drive.  Book donations will be ac-
cepted through March 1st at the school or the Fr. Gar-
rity Center.  All books should be in new or gently-
used condition with a copyright date of 2000 or later.  

All books will be distributed to children in low income families of 
Cleveland by the Kids’ Book Bank of 
Cleveland.  Your support of this drive is 
appreciated.  If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact Mrs. Wheller at 
korest19@yahoo.com.   

 
With the help of Miss Gareau, the fourth 
graders are working on a Genius Hour project 
as part of their Discovery Hall time.  The idea 
for Genius Hour started with the company 
Google, and is a way of teaching that lets stu-

dents pursue their passion and interests.  First, each student 
chose a topic they were interested in and wanted to learn more 
about.  Now, they are in the process of researching and creat-
ing an end product and presentation to share with oth-
ers.  These projects promote a tremendous amount of creativity 
and innovative thinking.  The kids are having a blast working 
on projects that they are passionate about!  
 
Recently the 8th Grade students finished a multi-
ple quarter Discovery Hall project in which they 
used music, technology and a lot of creativity to 
write, produce and edit their own educational music videos.  
They took topics such as The Emancipation Proclamation, 
The Bill of Rights, The Revolutionary War, Functions of 
Nouns and Figurative Language and put them to amazing 
song changing the lyrics to teach information in a new, in-
ventive and creative way.   

 
Attention all current SMS families.  As 
you all know, the 2021-2022 school Re-
Registration is open.  We began accept-
ing Re-Registration in December. All 

current school families are encouraged to submit their re-
registration packet and fee prior to 10AM on March 1st.  ANY 
Re-Registrations received after 10AM on March 1st, will be 
subject to an additional $100.00 Re-Registration fee 
charge. If you have any questions, please call the school office 
(440-243-4555 ext. 10) and our knowledgeable and courteous 
staff will be happy to answer your questions.  

   
It’s time to think about your son’s Summer 
Enrichment opportunity.  St. Ignatius’ Summer 
Enrichment Program (SEP) has served the greater 
Cleveland community for many years.  This pro-

gram provides over 50 years of academic, social, cultural and 
athletic enrichment opportunities for young men going into the 
eighth grade.  It also provides a perfect opportunity for the 
young men to become acquainted with life at Saint Ignatius 
High School.  This year’s program will take place June 9 – 30 
from 8 a.m. –1 p.m. weekdays.  Registration and further in-
formation can be found at ignatius.edu/sep 

Religious Education News 
 

The Next Sacramental Session is scheduled for Sunday 

February 21, 2021 - for First Sacraments and Confir-

mation. 

Question regarding PSR and Sacramental Preparation: 

Contact:  Johanna Garr 

reoinformation@stmaryberea.org 

Family Perspective 

Before his public ministry begins, Jesus spends forty 

days alone with wild beasts and angels.  For the 

people of Israel, the desert hearkened back to the 

time of the Exodus when God led them in the wil-

derness, feeding them with manna, and finally re-

vealing himself to them on the top of Mount Sinai.  

How will we, as a family unit, spend time in the 

“desert” this Lenten season?  How will we journey 

with one another in the “wilderness?” 

St. Mary Catholic School News Corner - Cont… 
 

Important Dates: 
02/23/21 -    Fr. Chuck visits Gr. 7 
02/25/21 -    Fr. Stock visits Gr.3  
02/26/21 -    No School / No Ext.  Care 
 “   “   “        SMC Fish Fry – Curbside Pick-up only 
                       (4 PM – 7:30 PM) 
 
 

 
 
Father, may I look upon these 
next 40 days not as a burden but 
as a gift. Here is my chance to 
grow in grace.  Here is my chance 
to be the person you called me to 
be.  Let me not waste these spe-
cial days.  I ask for your grace to 
make the necessary changes.  I ask 
this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

                                                    

about:blank
mailto:reoinformation@stmaryberea.org



