
Celebrating 168 years of Pastoral Service to the Catholic Community of Berea 

Parish Pastoral Staff 

Reverend John P. Singler, Pastor 

Reverend Thomas E. Stock, Parochial Vicar 

Reverend Robert J. Cole, Retired, In Residence 

Deacon Thomas A. Cully, Pastoral Associate 

Mrs. Angela Kovic, Music Director 

 

Parish Support Staff 

Mrs. Diana Lipfird, Homebound Coordinator 

Mr. John Mastandrea, Adult Faith and Education Coordinator 

Mrs. Johanna Garr, Religious Education Coordinator 

 

Parish Office Staff 

Mrs. Janel Abraham 

Mrs. Lorri Masie 

 

School Administrative Staff 

Mr. Andrew Carner, Principal 

Mrs. Sandi Ziegler, Program Coordinator 

Mrs. Nancy Kaesgen, Director of Development 

 

School Office Staff 

Mrs. Mary Beth Hennessy 

Mrs. Diana Zjaba 

Parish Mass Schedule 

 

Weekday:   9:00am Monday through Friday 

                                              

Weekend: 4:00pm Saturday Vigil 

  7:30am, 9:30am, & 11:30am 

 

Holy Day Consult Bulletin 

 

Sacramental Ministries 

 

Baptisms: On Sundays After 11:30am Mass 

 

Reconciliation: Saturdays 3-3:30pm 

  Seasonal Celebrations 

 

Marriage: Contact Parish Office 

 

Anointing of the Sick: Contact Parish Office 

   Seasonal Celebration 

 

Communion Calls: Contact Parish Office 

Saint Mary Parish 

250 Kraft Street, Berea, Ohio 44017-1499 

Rectory: 440-243-3877  ·  FAX: 440-891-9417  ·  Website: www.stmaryberea.org 

Mission Statement 

St. Mary is a faith community which worships together, follows the teachings of Jesus Christ in our everyday lives, 

evangelizes others by our lives and actions, gives generously of our time and resources in service to others, shows 

compassion and love towards one another, provides religious education and works for social justice for all. 



  Second Sunday of Lent 

February 28, 2021 
 

For you have given your children a sacred time for the renewing and purifying of their hearts, 

that, freed from disordered affections, they may so deal with the things of this passing world as 

to hold rather to things that eternally endure. 

-Preface II of Lent 

 

The Meaning of the Season 

 Benedictine author, Fr. Patrick O’Regan, OSB, notes that, for Christians of the fourth and fifth 

centuries, Lent’s purpose and character were “entirely derived from the great festival for which it pre-

pares . . . the yearly reminder of their incorporation in-

to the paschal event through baptism” (“The Three 

Days and the Forty Days” in Between Memory and 

Hope, ed. Johnson p129). 

 Lent cannot be separated from Easter – not then 

and not now.  Just as it was for the early Christians, it is 

a time for us to prepare our hearts and reflect more 

deeply on our baptismal call to continuing conversion.   

And a thoughtful expression of that purpose is the word 

RECOVER.  We are to RECOVER our baptismal identity 

and character and throughout these forty days plus 

three days, bring into action our faith, hope and love 

by engaging ourselves in the three good works of the 

season – prayer, fasting and almsgiving. 

 Pope Francis’s Lenten Message teaches us the 

HOW to do just that as he connects faith to fasting, hope to prayer and almsgiving to love (charity).  

Copies of his Lenten Message are in the kiosk in the Mother Teresa Vestibule. 

On Ash Wednesday night, Deacon Tom also encouraged us in his homily us as he talked about 

a frog.  Yes, a frog!  He used that image to teach us that our Lent is a season to Forgive, Respond, 

Obey and live in God’s love (FROG).  He shared with us many practical ways in which we can do just 

that!  Then he illustrated that with the tale about the three frogs on a log (perhaps you were there and 

heard it) and that two of the three frogs decided to jump into the pond.  Deacon Tom then asked, 

“How many frogs were left on the log?”  And the correct answer is 

three.  Two decided to jump but didn’t.  The point of the illustration 

is that, Lent is about our ACTION, which is to do what we are all 

called to do, not jump into the pond, but to FROG: Forgive, Re-

spond, Obey, and to live in God’s love, through our prayer, fasting 

and almsgiving.   

 Sprinkled with the ashes (and yes, I know it was very different 

than what we have become accustomed to in the United States), we 

were, in St. Paul’s words, “implored on behalf of Christ to be recon-

ciled,” and to believe in the Good News.  We were on that night and 

we are on every day of Lent, urged to turn away from sin and to-

ward the Good News! 

As St. Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “Behold, now is a very 

acceptable time.”  So everyone, let’s JUMP into Lent!  



   

 

 

 

 

The Look of the Season 

 The whole Church goes on retreat for these forty days plus three days.  Our catechumens 

(those desiring to become one with us through Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist) and our Candi-

dates (those already baptized and now preparing for fullness of  character through Confirmation and 

Eucharist) are intimately connected to us as they embark on their spiritual journey, walking toward 

Easter. 

 On retreat then, our liturgical environment finds its inspiration in this spiritual character of the 

Church’s tradition.  Our Font is beautifully highlighted with the illuminated Jacob’s Ladder and the 

stark Cross, which remind us that the waters of Baptism are the central focus for, not only our catechu-

mens, but for all of us as we RECOVER our baptismal identity and character throughout these forty 

plus three days. 

 The color and textures, the plants and arrangements, the simple chants and subdued melodies 

are all reminders of our resolve while on retreat.   

 

 Did you join us last Friday?  How about 
THIS Friday? 
4:30-7:00pm 

 

 

THANKS for all you are and do to support St. Mary.  We are blessed by your 
charity!  Peace!  Fr. John 

 

 

 

DO YOU WANT TO FAST THIS LENT?  IN THE WORD OF POPE FRANCIS 
 
-Fast from hurting words and say kind words. 

-Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude. 

-Fast from anger and be filled with patience, 

-Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope. 

-Fast from worries and have trust in God. 

-Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity. 

-Fast from pressures and be prayerful. 

-Fast from bitterness and fill your heart with joy. 

-Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to others. 

-Fast from grudges and be reconciled. 

-Fast from words and be silent so you can listen. 

 



Please remember in prayer all 
who are ill or  homebound, es-
pecially the following: 
 

Jackie Ball 
Michael Baran 
Patricia Beekman 
Christine Burrell 
Hilda Denk 
Kathleen Dorsey 
Sharon Fisher 
Nancy Grau 
Raymond Hritz 

Dorothy Hunter 
Rose Marie Jocke 
Marcel Liberge 
Chet Talarczyk 
Donald Ziehn 
 

To add a name to the Prayer 

List, please call the Rectory 

Office: (440) 243-3877 or 

email:  

jabraham1@stmaryberea.org 

Bulletin Prayer List 

Mother Teresa 

God is joy.  Joy is prayer.  Joy is a sign of generosity.  

When you are full of joy, you move faster 

and you want to go about doing good to 

everyone.  Joy is a sign of union with 

God—of God’s presence. 

Excerpted from: Do Something Beautiful for God: The Essen-

tial Teachings of Mother Teresa (Blue Sparrow 2020) 

In Your Charity 

In your charity, please remember the repose of the 

souls of Tom Goebel and Lynne Simone. 

 

May they rest in eternal peace. 

    2021 Mass Book - OPEN  

 for scheduling your Mass 

 Intentions.   
Weekend & Daily Masses Available in March 

Contact the Office to schedule or submit your request in 
writing - please include a phone number in case we need 
to contact you.  We will do our best to accommodate 
your requests. 

Weekend of February 28 Second Sunday of Lent 

4:00pm         William Esker            Bernard & Mary Esker 
7:30am         Joseph Haky   Special Intention 
9:30am         Stanley Surma         Michael & Cindy Surma 
11:30am         For All St. Mary Parishioners 
 

Monday March 1 Lenten Weekday 

                            Dn 9:4b-10 / Lk 6:36-38 (230) 
   

9:00am Brenda Pedley   Special Intention 
6:45pm            PSR Mass 
 

Tuesday March 2 Lenten Weekday 
 Is 1:10, 16-20 / Mt 23:1-12 (231) 
 
9:00am For All St. Mary Parishioners 
 

Wednesday March 3 Lenten Weekday 

 Jer 18:18-20 / Mt 20:17-28 (232) 

 

9:00am Noreen Seifert   Jan Phillipp 
 

Thursday March 4 Lenten Weekday 

 Jer 17:5-10 / Lk 16:19-31 (233) 

  

9:00am Kay & Jim Leonard         Rose Marie & Dick Boll 
 

Friday March 5 Lenten Weekday 
 Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a / Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 (234) 
 

9:00am Mick Hickey   Barszca Family 
7:00pm STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
 
Saturday March 6 Lenten Weekday 
          Mi 7:14-15, 18-20 / Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 (235) 
 

4:00pm Kay Leonard   Family 
 

Sunday March 7 Third Sunday of Lent 

       Ex 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17 / 1 Cor 1:22-25 / Jn 2:13-25 (29) 
 

7:30am For All St. Mary Parishioners 
9:30am            Tom Goebel   Special Intention 
11:30am Rico Bianchi   Mary Ferrante 

Anniversary Wishes 
If you will be having a wedding anniversary in the month of  

MARCH and would like your names listed in the bulletin, 

please call the parish office (440) 243-3877 or email jabra-

ham1@stmaryberea.org 

Gerald & Joan Foust 

February 1st - 63 years 

Dr. John & Sophie Hawks 

February 13th - 5 years 

Ed & Cheryl Causey 

February 21st - 35 years 

Baptism Preparation Class 

Our Next Class will be held in the Chapel on 

 

Tuesday, April 6, 2021 at 7:00pm. 

 

A Baptism Preparation Class is required before the bap-

tism of your child, if one has not been done so in the 

past five years.  Call the Rectory Office to Register. 

Family Perspective 

The transfiguration takes place only a few days after 

Jesus makes his first passion prediction to the disciples, 

telling them how “the Son of Man must suffer greatly 

and be rejected by elders, the chief priests, and the 

scribes, and be killed, and rise after three days.”  The 

disciples had to question what rising from the dead 

meant and listen to Jesus.  How do you take time in 

prayer not only to talk as a family, but also to listen to 

Jesus? 

THANK 
YOU! 

    Offertory Collection 
 
 

   February 21st: $6,681.50 
    



Mass        Lector  Cantor  Extraordinary Ministers   Servers 
 

4:00pm   T Morgan D Kovic  (H)  G Butcher, S Butcher,  
                  R Gareau 
 

7:30am   Deacon Tom / K Zanotti (H)  B Draves, D Grospitch, 
       M Mucic          Deacon Tom 
 

9:30am   Deacon Tom / Pat W  (H)  C Pacer, P Pacer, 
       M Mucic          Deacon Tom 
 

11:30am  D Lipfird  M Schuetz (H)  J Abraham, D Bajc, 
                  J Bajc 

3rd Sunday of Lent - March 7th 

Ministry Schedules 

Music Ministry & Liturgy Notes 

By Angela Kovic, Director of Music and Liturgy 
 

 

USE LENT TO LOVE 

 

Faith is not something to be considered lightly. It’s as serious 

as a promise, and its power can be unimaginable. In the Old 

Testament, Abraham is put to the test and asked to offer his 

first born son as a sacrifice to God.  Job has everything that 

he owns and loves taken away by Satan to prove the 

strength of his piety. In the New Testament, Jesus calls on 

prospective believers to drop everything they have, leave 

their family, and follow him. Even for us, this entire last 

year has been a test of faith, especially for those who have 

lost family and friends. And yet, Catholic faith still stands 

strong in the face of adversity. This is because we know, in 

our hearts, that we will be rewarded with eternal life in 

heaven. 

 

Lent is a special time when we are to examine our own 

faith, and see how we can bring ourselves closer to Christ. 

There are three general aspects of Lenten worship, which 

are well known: pray, fast, and give alms. It’s our challenge 

to interpret and act upon these three options to give mean-

ingful effort towards preparing for Jesus’ mortal sacrifice so 

that we would be saved. Giving up certain foods or drinks 

can be a great way to strengthen humility and self-control. 

Sending veterans letters of encouragement can get you di-

rectly active in helping to improve someone’s day! Even 

starting a prayer circle with your family over Zoom to say a 

rosary once a week can nourish your faith, (for when two 

or more are gathered in his name…) Let our Lenten self-

reflection shine out God’s love throughout the entire sea-

son! 

 

Contact me via phone (440.243.3877 ext. 27) or email 

(musicministry1@stmaryberea.org) for anything involving 

our Music! 

BETTER MEALS IN MADAGASCAR 

 

In Madagascar, half of all children are un-

dernourished. That means 50% of kids 

won’t grow to reach their full potential. But 

communities are changing this by focusing 

on improving health and nutrition. What 

role has food played in your life? How can 

you help those who lack access to enough 

nutritious food. Visit crsricebowl.org to 

learn more. 

 

Try this Madagascan meatless recipe on a 

Lenten Friday.   You could put the money 

you saved-about $3 per person--in your 

CRS Rice Bowl 

 

VARY AMIN’ANANA  

(Greens with Rice) 

 

2 Tablespoons olive oil 

1 small onion, diced 

1 medium tomato, diced 

1 teaspoon fresh ginger, minced 

3 cups packed collard greens or kale 

1 cup rice 

2 cups water 

Salt and pepper to taste 

 

Heat oil in medium-sized pot. Add onion, tomato, 

garlic and ginger, and sauté until just tender. Add 

collard greens or kale, and stir 1 minute. Add rice, 

water, salt and pepper. Bring to a boil. Cover and 

cook on medium heat for 25 minutes or until water is 

absorbed.  Serves 4-5 



Academic Achievements 
 

Elyria Catholic High School 

 
1st Honors  
Emily Rapacz 

St. Mary Catholic School  
News Corner 
  Educating the Mind, Nurturing the Soul        
           

 
SMS Girl Scout Troop 71268 is sponsoring a chil-
dren’s book drive.  Book donations will be accepted 
through March 1st at the school or the Fr. Garrity 
Center.  All books should be in new or gently-used 
condition with a copyright date of 2000 or later.  All 

books will be distributed to children in low income families of 
Cleveland by the Kids’ Book Bank of Cleve-
land.  Your support of this drive is appreciat-
ed.  If you have any questions, please feel 
free to contact Mrs. Wheller at ko-
rest19@yahoo.com.   
 

Attention all current SMS families.  As you 
all know, the 2021-2022 school Re-
Registration is open.  We began accepting Re
-Registration in December. All current school 

families are encouraged to submit their re-registration packet and 
fee prior to 10AM on March 1st.  ANY Re-Registrations re-
ceived after 10AM on March 1st, will be subject to an addi-
tional $100.00 Re-Registration fee charge. If you have any 
questions, please call the school office (440-243-4555 ext. 10) 
and our knowledgeable and courteous staff will be happy to an-
swer your questions.  
 

One of the many activities the students participated in during 
Catholic Schools Week was Stop, Drop, and Pray!  
This was such a huge success with the students that we 
have incorporated it into our week. One day per week 
throughout the remaining school year, we will take 10 
minutes for all students, faculty & staff to pray, medi-

tate, and enjoy some uninterrupted time with Jesus in the middle 
of a busy school day.   
 

It’s time to think about your son’s Summer Enrichment op-
portunity.  St. Ignatius’ Summer Enrichment Program (SEP) has 
served the greater Cleveland community for many years.  This 
program provides over 50 years of academic, social, cultural and 
athletic enrichment opportunities for young men going into the 
eighth grade.  It also provides a perfect opportunity for the young 
men to become acquainted with life at Saint Ignatius High 
School.  This year’s program will take place June 9 – 30 from 8 
a.m. –1 p.m. weekdays.  Registration and further information 
can be found at ignatius.edu/sep 

 
Important Dates: 
03/5/21 -             Gr.’s K-8/Interims Go Home 
03/5/21 -             2:00 PM / All School Mass 

Religious Education News 
 

PSR Mass - MONDAY MARCH 1ST - 6:45pm 

The Next Sacramental Session is scheduled for Sunday 

March 21, 2021 - for First Sacraments and Confirma-

tion. 

Question regarding PSR and Sacramental Preparation: 

Contact:  Johanna Garr 

reoinformation@stmaryberea.org 

Pope Francis Proclaims “Year of St. Joseph” 

 

You are probably familiar with the story in the Book 

of Genesis about the sons of Israel selling one of their 

brothers into slavery.  His name was Joseph.  He end-

ed up being taken to Egypt.  But god had a plan.  In-

credibly Pharaoh adopted Joseph into his family.  The 

Pharaoh placed Joseph in charge of all the granaries 

of Egypt.  Joseph did an in-

credible job of storing up 

grain.  Thanks to Joseph 

and his role as the keeper 

of grain, countless lives in-

cluding his brothers were 

saved from famine and 

death. 

Saint Joseph, our spiritual 

father, is much greater than 

the Joseph of the Old Tes-

tament.  Our Joseph was 

the keeper of the bread from 

Heaven!  God sent Saint Joseph to Egypt so that, our 

of Egypt, Saint Joseph could bring the Bread of Life to 

the nations.  Saint Joseph saved our Bread from Her-

od; He protected and preserved him in Egypt; and 

now desires that we receive the Bread of Life at Holy 

Mass.  Without Saint Joseph we would not have the 

Living Bread of the Eucharist. 
 

Excerpts from: “Consecration to Saint Joseph”, Father 

Donald Callloway, MIC 

 
    Father, I am grateful that you have not 
demanded a sacrifice from me as you did 
Abraham.  I find it difficult to obey even in 
small matters.  This Lent, I will make the 
firm commitment to obey your laws and 
commands.  I will not judge.  I will leave 
that to you alone.  I ask for this grace in the 
name of Jesus, your Son.  Amen. 
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