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Rectory 
313 E. Wall Street 
Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Phone ...............................(608) 752-7861 
Father Rob Butz  ……. (608) 620-9910 
Fax .....................................(608) 758-0720 
Website.............. www.nativitymary.org 
Pastor ............................. Rev. Robert Butz 
Email: pastor@nativitymary.org 

Dir. of Liturgy  ........................... Bob Craig 
Email: liturgy@nativitymary.org 
Coord. Religious Ed ...Kathy Hookham 
Email: re@nativitymary.org 
Business Manager ..............Kathy Fisher 
Email: kfisher@nativitymary.org 
Parish Secretary ..……....Sharlet Collins 
Email: psec@nativitymary.org 
 

St. Mary School 
307 E. Wall Street 
Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Phone ...............................(608) 754-5221 
Principal ............ Steven Castrogiovanni 
Secretary ………………...Sue Vodak &                       
                                        Sue Dickman 
 

Religious Education 
Phone ...............................(608) 752-7861 
 

Prayer Network 
Mary Ann Venable…..(608) 754-5284 
Edna Thorp…………….(608) 752-5559 
 

Nativity of Mary ................ Sat. 4:30 pm  
Sun. 8:30 & 10:30 am 

St. Patrick ............................. Sat. 4:00 pm 

St. John Vianney ............... Sat. 5:00 pm 
Sun. 8:15 & 9:45 am 

St. William ........................... Sat. 4:00 pm  
Sun. 8:00 & 10:30 am 

St. Mary - Milton ............... Sat. 4:00 pm 
                                                Sun. 9:00 am 

Nourished by the Eucharist and guided by the Holy Spirit, we proclaim  
the Gospel as good stewards, sharing God’s love. -Mission Statement 

Nativity  Mary of 
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Money Matters 
Money Counts for 2016-2017 

             Received     Budgeted     Variance 

Week 39    

3-26-2017 $7,511.00 12,082.09 -4,571.09 

YTD $489,721.44   538,257.48 -48,536.04 

St. Mary 
School 

From the desk of Father Rob ……. 

SCRIP REMINDER 
 

SCRIP puts your regular shopping  
dollars to work supporting your parish 
and school with over fifty retailers ….. 
grocery stores, gas stations, restaurants, 
department stores, hardware stores, 
movie theaters, spas and more!   
 

SCRIP cards are always available in the 
school office and after Mass twice per month.   
Next, the weekend of April 1st/2nd and 22nd/23rd. 
 

On Friday April 7th our middle school will conduct Living 

Stations of the Cross at 2:00pm.  This is a wonderful          

rendition of the stations. The students do a great job helping 

us to follow Jesus on his path to the cross. We would like to 

invite all parishioners to join us for this special prayer.   

Our School will be on Spring Break from Monday April 10th 

to Monday April 17th.  

Spring is here and our 7th grade class has begun selling    

flowers to help fund their trip to Washington D.C. next year. 

Please consider purchasing your flowers for spring planting 

from us. 

Annual Catholic Appeal:   Thank you to all who have  
given to the Annual Catholic Appeal and for your prayers 
toward its success.  The funds that we have pledged will be 
used toward ministries and services that will touch the lives 
of many in south central and south west Wisconsin.  If you 
are still on the fence, please consider a donation to the  
Appeal, whatever the amount may be.  
 

School News:  In each bulletin, we usually have a section 
from our principal that gives news of what has been going 
on our school.  There has been quite a bit going on,  
especially for the season of Lent.  Recently, our junior high 
students put on a musical about the 1950s.  I attended one 
of their performances, and the kids did a wonderful job!  
They were well practiced with their line memorization and 
the songs they  performed.  The sets were well done.  Many 
parents donated their time to construct the sets and  
costumes.  The teachers gave of their time and talent to help 
the students and to aid in the smooth operation of the  
production.  There were many other volunteers behind the 
scenes to make it all happen.  But I do want to recognize our 
music teacher, Mrs. Karla Vriezen, for all the work she has 
put into the music program.  Her efforts are very evident in 
the participation, enthusiasm, and the singing of our  
students.  Your stewardship of treasure makes the musical 
(and the parish school) possible.  Thank you. 
 

Holy Week is Approaching!  Next Sunday is Palm  
Sunday.  I encourage everyone to come to all the Holy Week 
services.  Each of them – Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and 
the Easter Vigil – are powerful liturgies that reveal the  
power of our faith and show us the depths of God’s  
sacrificial love for each of us.   
 

Have a blessed week! 

Emerald Faith Ireland Pilgrimage  
August 16-25, 2017 
 

Do you want to deepen your relationship with Jesus?  Do 
you like to travel?  Consider a pilgrimage!  A pilgrimage is a  
spiritual journey.  It has elements of a vacation, but the  
focus is on a desire to pray and to develop your faith along 
with fellow Catholics.  Each day Mass will be celebrated as 
we drive to various destinations that are important in our 
faith.  At the same time, there will be opportunities for  
recreation and fun.  This summer, Father Rob Butz, pastor 
of Nativity of Mary, will be leading a pilgrimage to Ireland 
with Mater Dei Tours of Waunakee.  See inspiring places, 
such as Knock, Hill of Slane, Killarney, and many more.  If 
you are interested, and would like more information,  
contact Father Rob at (608) 752-7861, extension 12.   
You may also go to www.materdeitours.com.  The deadline 
to register is May 8, 2017.  Hope to have you along! 

http://www.materdeitours.com


3 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

Jesus told her, "I am the resurrection and the life; whoever 
believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone who 
lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" 
She said to him, "Yes, Lord. I have come to believe that you are 
the Christ, the Son of God, the one who is coming into the 
world." - Jn 11:25-27 
 

************************************************************** 
"I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, 
even if he dies, will live." As we draw near to the great feast of 
Easter, the Church gives us here some food for thought  
regarding the idea of resurrection and eternal life. Today's 
Gospel shares the story of a dead man who came to life again 
by the power of Jesus. Lazarus, who had been lying lifeless in 
a tomb for four days, "came out" of the tomb, burial cloths 
draped around his body, in a moment that must have been 
absolutely astonishing! This miracle could not have been  
explained by anything other than divine power over life and 
death. 
It's important to consider that this story is not so much about 
Jesus' own resurrection but rather it is about OURS. Jesus uses 
the occasion of this restoration of his friend, Lazarus, to teach 
that we ALL can be raised to new life through the power of the 
Lord. Jesus tells us that we too can overcome death by  
believing in him: "everyone who lives and believes in me will 
never die." 
Easter, of course, will confirm for us that death has no power 
over the God of life. But today, during these closing days of 
Lent, we are reminded that we can share in this source of life 
by believing in Jesus. So now is a perfect time to double-check 
our faith in him. Is it authentic? Do we really accept the  
supernatural reality of who Jesus is? Do we believe that he can 
conquer even the most frightening moment of human  
existence: death itself? 
If we find ourselves falling short of faith in these things, let us 
turn to the Lord and ask that he will increase our faith so that, 
with Martha, we can truly say, "Yes, Lord. I have come to  
believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God."  

Scripture Focus on Faith 

Would You Like A Pastoral Visit? 
 

 REMINDER:  If you, a family member or someone you know 

is confined or hospitalized and would benefit from a pastoral 

visit, please contact your parish office and let them know.  

Staff does not always know of hospital admissions for a  

variety of reasons and often has no way of knowing of other 

situations in which a parish contact would be beneficial. 

Readings for Sunday, April 2, 2017 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Ez 37:12-14 / Rom 8:8-11 / Jn 11:1-45 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, April 9, 2017 
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
Mt 21:1-11 / Is 50:4-7 / Phil 2:6-11 / Mt 26:14-27:66 

Please Pray For Our Parishioners: 
 

Barbara Allen, Bill, Bill Bever, Dena, Alice Figi, 

Linda Fredell, LeeAnn Gilligan, Gerri, Jackie H., 

Paul Holznecht, Alice Jensen, Ellen Kotche,  

John (Floyd) McNally, Shirley R.,   

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder,  

Kelly Dooley Trewartha, Peter Weirich,  

Lola Williams, Avalon Widner, Lucille Willegal 

      

 

  Traveling Chalice  

         Full Year of Prayer Planned
     

This week the Traveling Chalice will be hosted by Don & 

Carol Birschbach.  

Any questions regarding our Traveling Chalice program may be 

directed to: Colleen at  868-6386 OR 

irishcatholic56@gmail.com.  

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jennifer McBride at 741-8909 or Beth Konkol at   
754-1304 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Meetings held 2nd Thursday of the month at 7:30 pm.      
Contact Greg Kraft at 754-5615 for more information. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 12:00 noon. Please contact the Rectory at  
752-7861. 

mailto:irishcatholic56@gmail.com
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What’s Happening 

St. Mary’s Cinema 

 

Come join us at St. Mary’s Cinema for one last evening of fun 

and fellowship as we bring our Lenten series to a close.  Our 

final movie will be shown on Friday, April 7th at 6:30 pm in 

the Parish Hall.  This lesser known, but captivating film      

features just one actor, Dean Jones of the Love Bug movies.  

Dean portrays John, the last living of the Twelve Apostles, and 

now very elderly.  He has been exiled to Patmos and is writing 

about his life with Jesus.  He portrays his gospel with love, 

strength, passion and much good humor.  It’s a must see as 

we approach Holy Week.  Popcorn will be available courtesy 

of Mike and Renee Hubbard. You are also welcome to bring a 

treat of your own. Hope to see you there! 

Spring Fling 
 
 
 
 

Here comes our annual Spring Fling! 
   

Our meal this year is ….. 
Roast Pork  
Mashed potatoes & gravy 
Green beans with bacon 
Corn casserole 
Desserts 
Coffee, milk and lemonade 
 

Gift baskets, great food, friends & fellowship.  Don’t 
miss it! 
 

Date:  Sunday, April 30, 2017 
Time:  11:30 am—2:00 pm 
Place:  St. Mary School Gym 
Tickets: $8 in advance/$9 at the door 
 

We look forward to seeing you! 
 

Look for a sign up sheet and  
donation sheet posted in the church vestibule. 

The Religious Education  
Committee is in need of new  
members to serve  a two-year term.  
The Committee meets from August 
to May and provides  
assistance to the Religious  
Education Coordinator.   
 

Over the last two years the 
Committee has hosted the Ash Wednesday Soup for the 
Soul, Walking Tacos supper the last evening of class after 
Mass, and inspired the children when explaining the Gospel 
for the upcoming week.   
 

Wednesday evening Religious Education classes from 5:45 
to 7:00 is in need of teachers for the elementary classes.  
This is a wonderful opportunity to share your faith with the 
youth in our church.   
 

Please contact Kathy Hookham at 752-7861 ext. 29 if you 
are interested.   

Make a Difference! 

RCIA  We here at St. Mary’s are blessed this year with 

seven who have been seeking and learning about our  
Catholic faith through our RCIA process.  They have been 
meeting since September and recently attended the Rite of 
Election in Waunakee where they expressed their  
commitment to becoming full members of the Catholic 
church and met many others from around the Diocese who 
are on the same journey.  On April 8th, they will attend a  
retreat as final preparation for reception of their sacraments.  
At Easter Vigil on April 15, they will receive the sacraments 
of Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation.  All are welcome to 
witness.  As they approach these weeks of Retreat and Easter 
Vigil, please pray for them and extend your friendship and 
support when you see them at Mass.   
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Dan Schutte, songwriter and composer of much of the music 
that we sing at Mass, offers a reflection on “Prayer”: It’s not 
that we even need to have something profound to say or need 
a prayer book or rosary to help us. In fact, all we need to do is 
sit quietly and allow God to be there with us, letting ourselves 
bask in the warmth of the Lord’s presence. For most of us, our 
prayer tends to have too many words anyway. Why not make 
this simple? Maybe it’s just about allowing God to be present 
at that moment. Taking care of us, providing what we need 
most at any given moment. God is always present if we stop 
and empty ourselves of the world’s cares, if only for a moment. 
Taize’ Prayer offers an opportunity for us to simply be in 
God’s presence and open our hearts to God’s voice. Join us 
on Monday, April 10 at 7:00 PM for a peaceful and enriching 
prayer experience. 

Lenten Second Collection 
 

It has been the custom at Nativity of Mary Parish to take a 
second  collection each Sunday during Lent.  This is a  
concrete way of showing love and care for others and to  
practice almsgiving during this  
season.   
 

This week’s collection: 
 

Our Sister Parish 
St. Francis Solanus  

Indian Mission & School 
Visit www.stfrancismission.org to learn about our Sister  
Parish, including pictures and a story of the rich history of 
the church and school located on the banks of the Little 
Courte Oreilles Lake in Reserve, Wisconsin. 
 

Last week $1,147.85 was collected for Healthnet.  
Thank you for your generous support! 

Catholic Homeschool Conference 
 

The IHM Wisconsin Homeschool Conference will be held at 
the Clarion Hotel & Conference Center, 5311 South Howell 
Avenue in Milwaukee on Thursday, April 6th from 12:00-
6:00 PM.  This is a perfect event for those who are curious 
and want to discover more about Catholic homeschooling.  
Admission is free and pre-registration is not required.  For 
more information, please visit www.ihmconverence.org or 
email info@ihmconference.org 

 

Easter Baskets  
 

ECHO will be packing and  
distributing Easter baskets to  
children who would otherwise go 
without during this most blessed  
holiday.  Items needed for the  
baskets are:  Children’s Easter  
baskets, individually wrapped  
candy, plastic eggs and plastic  
basket wrap.  Items can be dropped 
off at the ECHO Office, or placed in 
the ECHO basket in the church.   
Volunteers are needed to pack and 
distribute baskets, too.  Call Fran at 
754-5333 for details, or if you’d like 
to volunteer. 

Taize’ Prayer 

Memorial Offerings for Easter Flowers 
 

A nice way to remember someone who has passed is to 
make a monetary donation in that person’s memory to  
enrich the beauty of our church at Easter.  If you wish to 
contribute to our Easter flowers for church as a memorial 
for a friend or loved one, please drop off or send in your  
donation to the rectory and indicate the name(s) of those to 
be remembered, as we will print them in our bulletin the 
weekend following Easter Sunday. 
 

Drivers Needed - 
Flowers for the Homebound 
 

We are looking for drivers to  
deliver Easter Lilies to our  
parishioners who are homebound 
or living in nursing homes.  We 
will begin with Mass at 12:10 pm 
on Tuesday, April 11th.  Flowers 
will be distributed after Mass for 
delivery.  If you would like to help 
with this St. Mary tradition, please 
call Sharlet at (608) 752-7861, 
email psec@nativitymary.org or 
sign up in the church vestibule. 

Financial Peace University 
 

St. Williams Catholic Church 
1822 Ravine Street in Janesville 
Monday, April 24, 2017 at 6:30 PM 
Classes will meet every Monday for nine weeks. 
Childcare will be provided. 
In nine easy-to-follow lessons, you’ll learn how to get out of 
debt, create a budget, make wise spending decisions, save 
for the future, and so much more! 
Contact Dirk Lessner for more information (608) 509-2853 
or email dirkheating @outlook.com 
Class registration:   
https://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/classes/1039663 



Mass Intentions             = Living 
Sunday, April 2 
  8:30 AM  Robert Austin 
     10:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
Monday, April 3 
 No Mass 
Tuesday, April 4 
 12:10 PM  Richard Kauffman               
Wednesday, April 5 
  8:15 AM   Roy & Alice Murphy 
Thursday, April 6 
  8:15 AM  Sandra Gensler Grefsheim 
Friday, April 7 
  8:15 AM   
Saturday, April 8 
  4:30 PM  James Edward Fox 
Sunday, April 9             
     8:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
  10:30 AM  Carlo Joseph Mallari 

  

 

ALL ACTIVITIES ARE OPEN TO MEMBERS  

OF ANY PARISH IN THE CLUSTER 
 

April 3  11:00 AM 
Centering Prayer, Nativity of Mary, Nativity House 
April 3  11:30 AM-2 PM 
Catholic Charities/Second Harvest Mobile Food Pantry, 
St, John Vianney, 11:30-12:30 Registration, 12:30-2 Food  
Distribution.  All in need are welcome. 
April 4  10:30 AM 
Faith Sharing Group, Nativity of Mary, Nativity House 
April 4  12:00 Noon -5 PM 
Adoration, St. William, 5:00 PM Benediction 
April 4  6-7 PM 
Adoration, St. John Vianney 
April 4  6:30-8:00 PM 
Prepare: A Five Week Lenten Seminar, St. John Vianney,  
Marian Hall 
April 5  5:30-7:00 AM 
That Man Is You, St. John Vianney, Marian Hall 
April 5  9-10 AM 
Women’s Scripture Study, St. John Vianney, Marian Hall 
April 5  6:30 PM 
Stations of the Cross, St. Patrick 
April 6  9 AM-3 PM 
Adoration, St. Patrick 
April 7  8:45-9:45 AM 
Adoration, Nativity of Mary 
April 7  9 AM-2:30 PM  
Adoration, St. John Vianney,  
2:15 PM Stations of the Cross and Benediction 
April 7  2:00 PM 
Living Stations of the Cross, Nativity of Mary 
April 7  5-7 PM 
Fish Fry, St. Patrick 
April 7  5:30 PM 
Stations of the Cross, St. John Vianney 
April 7  7:00 PM 
Stations of the Cross, St. William 
April 8  5-7 PM   
Bingo, St. Patrick 

Cluster Corner 

 

 
Sunday, April 2 
  9:30 AM  KC Rosary, Church 
  9:45 AM  Sanctuary Choir Practice   
Monday, April 3 
  11:00 AM  Centering Prayer, Nativity House                        
Tuesday, April 4 
  10:30 AM  Faith Sharing Group, Nativity House 
  5:00-6:00 PM  Reconciliation, Church 
Wednesday, April 5 
  5:45 PM  Elementary Religious Ed 
  7:00 PM  Loft Choir Practice 
  7:15 PM  High School Religious Ed 
Friday, April 7 
  8:45 AM  Holy Hour (Adoration), Church 
  2:00 PM  Living Stations of the Cross, Church 
  6:30 PM  St. Mary’s Cinema, Church Hall 
Saturday, April 8 
  9:30-10:30 AM  Reconciliation, Church 
  11:00 AM RCIA Retreat, Church Hall 
Sunday, April 9   
  9:45 AM  Sanctuary Choir Practice 

  Monday  
4/3 

Tuesday 
 

Wednesday 
 

Thursday 
 

Friday 
 

Saturday 
 

Sunday 
4/9 

Nativity of Mary   12:10 pm 8:15 am 
 

8:15 am 8:15 am 4:30 pm 8:30 & 
10:30 am 

St. John Vianney   5:15 pm 8:15 am 
 

8:15 am 
 

8:15 am 5:00pm 8:15 &  
9:45 am 

St. Patrick   5:15 pm 8:00 am 
 

8:30 am 8:00 am  4:00 pm 7:30 & 
10:00 am 

5:00 pm en 

Español 

St. William  5:15 pm 8:30 am 
 

7:30 am 7:30 am 8:00 am & 
4:00 pm 

 

8:00 & 
10:30 am 

St. Mary’s Hospital –Jsvl. 
  

        

St. Elizabeth Nursing Home   3:30 pm 7:00 am 7:00 am 7:00 am 7:00 am 9:15 am 

St. Elizabeth Manor-Footville   9:15 am 9:15 am 9:15 am 9:15 am 9:15 am 11:00 am 

Parish Event Calendar 


