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Rectory 
313 E. Wall Street 
Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Phone ...............................(608) 752-7861 
Father Rob Butz  ……. (608) 620-9910 
Fax .....................................(608) 758-0720 
Website.............. www.nativitymary.org 
Pastor ............................. Rev. Robert Butz 
Email: pastor@nativitymary.org 

Dir. of Liturgy  ........................... Bob Craig 
Email: liturgy@nativitymary.org 
Coord. Religious Ed ...Kathy Hookham 
Email: re@nativitymary.org 
Business Manager ..............Kathy Fisher 
Email: kfisher@nativitymary.org 
Parish Secretary ..……....Sharlet Collins 
Email: psec@nativitymary.org 
 

St. Mary School 
307 E. Wall Street 
Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Phone ...............................(608) 754-5221 
Principal ............ Steven Castrogiovanni 
Secretary ………………...Sue Vodak &                       
                                        Sue Dickman 
 

Religious Education 
Phone ...............................(608) 752-7861 
 

Prayer Network 
Mary Ann Venable…..(608) 754-5284 
Edna Thorp…………….(608) 752-5559 
 

Nativity of Mary ................ Sat. 4:30 pm  
Sun. 8:30 & 10:30 am 

St. Patrick ............................. Sat. 4:00 pm 

St. John Vianney ............... Sat. 5:00 pm 
Sun. 8:15 & 9:45 am 

St. William ........................... Sat. 4:00 pm  
Sun. 8:00 & 10:30 am 

St. Mary - Milton ............... Sat. 4:00 pm 
                                                Sun. 9:00 am 

Nourished by the Eucharist and guided by the Holy Spirit, we proclaim  
the Gospel as good stewards, sharing God’s love. -Mission Statement 

Nativity  Mary of 
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Money Matters Would You Like A Pastoral Visit? 
 

 REMINDER:  If you, a family member or someone you know 

is confined or hospitalized and would benefit from a pastoral 

visit, please contact your parish office and let them know.  

Staff does not always know of hospital admissions for a  

variety of reasons and often has no way of knowing of other 

situations in which a parish contact would be beneficial. 

Money Counts for 2016-2017 

             Received     Budgeted     Variance 

Week 46    

5-14-2017 $13,107.13 11,091.56 2,015.57 

YTD $569,207.57   635,141.60 -65,934.03 

St. Mary 
School 

From the desk of Father Rob ……. 

SCRIP REMINDER 
 

SCRIP puts your regular shopping  
dollars to work supporting your parish and 
school with over fifty retailers ….. grocery 
stores, gas stations, restaurants, department 
stores, hardware stores, movie theaters, 
spas and more!   
 

SCRIP cards are always available in the school office and 
after Mass twice per month.  Next, the weekend of May 
20th/21st. 

Anointing of the Sick to be celebrated this weekend.  After all 
the Masses this weekend, the sacrament of the sick will be  
celebrated.  It is a wonderful sacrament of healing, and it is a 
sacrament that is often misunderstood.  Many people use the 
old phrase, “Last Rites”.  Last Rites has nothing to do with 
anointing.  According to the liturgical rites of the Church, when 
someone is dying it is highly recommended that the person  
receive the Eucharist if possible.  Eucharist at this time is called 
“viaticum”, which means ‘food for the journey’.  The dying  
person receives Jesus as the strength needed to prepare for 
death and to prepare to stand before Him.  It is permissible to 
receive the sacraments of Reconciliation and Anointing before 
Viaticum, but the focus of the Last Rites is centered on reception 
of the Eucharist. 
 

Anointing is really meant for healing for those who are  
preparing for surgery, for those who suffer from recurring  
illness, and those who are very elderly.  People who have colds, 
allergies, the flu, etc. would not be anointed as they would be 
restored fully to health naturally.  I invite those who are prepar-
ing for surgery, who have recently been through surgery, who 
are very elderly, and those who have bad health, to come and 
receive the sacrament of God’s healing. 
 

Pledge Updates:  Here are a few updates regarding our parish 
pledges toward the Annual Catholic Appeal and the Priests For 
Our Future campaigns.  For the ACA, Nativity of Mary’s goal is 
$54,954.00.  A total of $27,585 was pledged, and $18,230 has 
been paid by parishioners.  Progress is going better regarding 
the seminarian campaign.  The goal that was given to Nativity of 
Mary was $555,000.  Parishioners pledged a total of $749,140.  
As of the 6th of May, 86% of the goal has been paid, which is 
$476,891.  Thank you to all those who have either given toward 
the appeals and who have offered prayers for the success of the 
campaigns.  Your stewardship of treasure is greatly appreciated! 
 

Memorial Day Next Weekend!  Time passes by so fast.  The 
unofficial start of summer begins next weekend.  It has been a 
little tradition here in Janesville to celebrate a common Mass 
among the parishes to honor our dead, especially those who 
have given their lives in service to our nation.  Mass will be  
celebrated on Monday, Memorial Day, at St. William, beginning 
at 9:00 AM.  Fr. Dulli and I will concelebrate.  Please join us in 
prayer. 
 

Have a blessed week! 

Our annual 8th grade field trip is in our rearview mirror. 

We would like to thank all of our parishioners that     

supported our efforts to raise money for this week in our 

nation’s capital. The students had a great time learning 

about our country and the government and we couldn’t 

have asked for better weather.  

Next week on Thursday May 25th we will have our      

annual Step up day. Students will go to visit their new 

classrooms and new students are welcome to come and 

meet their new classmates and teachers.  

Memorial Day Mass 
 

You are cordially invited to the Annual Memorial Day 
Mass to be celebrated at St. William Catholic Church in 
Janesville on Monday May 29th at 9:00 AM.  Rev. Rob 
Butz and Rev. Brian Dulli will be Concelebrating. 



3 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

"If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will 
ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate to be 
with you always, the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
accept, because it neither sees nor knows him. But you know 
him, because he remains with you, and will be in you."  
- Jn 14:15-17 
************************************************************** 
"If you love me you will keep my commandments." It's really 
as simple as that. We are only paying lip service to the Lord if 
we externally declare ourselves to be Christians but don't  
follow through on a life that confirms it. 
In our modern culture, we often think of love as a feeling or a 
kind of devotion. It is thus all too common to separate love 
from appropriate action. Perhaps we reassure ourselves that 
we love Jesus because we believe that he is the Son of God and 
our personal Savior. But these thoughts--or even any grateful 
or pleasant feelings that come along with them--are not the 
fullest manifestation of real love. Rather, as Jesus tells us  
directly in today's Gospel, "Whoever has my commandments 
and observes them is the one who loves me." 
Now, for those of us who may be asking what exactly these 
commandments are, it's helpful to remember Jesus' response 
when he was questioned on the subject. "You shall love the 
Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and 
with all your mind. This is the greatest and the first command-
ment. The second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself" (Mt 22:37-39). These fundamental principles  
embrace everything that Jesus calls us to do. If we put God 
first and foremost in our lives, and if we treat our neighbors 
as we would wish to be treated, then all the rest falls into 
place. The Ten Commandments, the Beatitudes, and any other 
fundamental Christian codes of behavior are all summed up 
here. Indeed, if we truly seek to love Jesus, putting him first 
and following his ways won't feel like a burden but rather like 
a beautiful blessing.  

Scripture Focus on Faith 

Readings for Sunday, May 21, 2017 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 8:5-8, 14-17 / 1 Pt 3:15-18 / Jn 14:15-21 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, May 28, 2017 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Acts 1:12-14 / 1Pt 4:13-16 / Jn 17:1-11a 

Please Pray For Our Parishioners: 
 

Barbara Allen, Bill, Bill Bever, Noah Cotter, 

Dena, Alice Figi, Linda Fredell, LeeAnn Gilligan, 

Gerri, Jackie H., Geraldine Hilt, Paul Holznecht, 

Alice Jensen, Ellen Kotche,  Nancy McCann,   

John (Floyd) McNally, Shirley R.,   

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder,  

Richard Schuler, Kelly Dooley Trewartha,  

Peter Weirich, Lola Williams, Avalon Widner,  

Lucille Willegal 

      

 

  Traveling Chalice  

         Full Year of Prayer Planned
     

This week the Traveling Chalice will be hosted by a 

homebound parishioner.  

Any questions regarding our Traveling Chalice program may be 

directed to: Colleen at  868-6386 OR irishcatholic56@gmail.com.  

 
 
 
 

Elizabeth Hassenfelt was recently called to eternal life.  
 

Please remember her, and all who mourn the loss of  a 
loved one, in your prayers. 
  

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jennifer McBride at 741-8909 or Beth Konkol at   
754-1304 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Meetings held 2nd Thursday of the month at 7:30 pm.      
Contact Greg Kraft at 754-5615 for more information. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 12:00 noon. Please contact the Rectory at  
752-7861. 

mailto:irishcatholic56@gmail.com
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What’s Happening 

LYRA 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They may not pass this way again, so don’t miss this 

chance to listen to LYRA.  Make a note on your bulletin 

board, refrigerator door, electronic device or even your  

pocket notebook:   

Tuesday, May 23rd, 7:00 P.M., in our church, offers the only  

opportunity in southern Wisconsin or even in the entire  

Diocese of Madison to be awestruck by the musical artistry of 

these professional singers from St. Petersburg, Russia.  

You don’t need to know Russian to appreciate the Orthodox 

harmonies or the lively folk music of LYRA, the international-

ly acclaimed chorus, whose performance at Nativity of Mary 

will be long remembered by all those who plan to attend.     

So come!  There is no charge for the concert, but a freewill 

offering will be taken. 

 

Knights of Columbus  
 

On Sunday, May 21st  
from 9:00 to 11:00 am.  
Pancakes, eggs, sausage, potatoes, toast, juice & coffee.  
All you care to eat, just $5.00.  Please join us! 

This weekend the National Combined Collection is being 
conducted across the diocese.  Enclosed in this bulletin is 
a brochure explaining all of the individual collections and 
an envelope to make your donation.  Please consider how 
you can make a difference in the lives of so many across 
this country. 

The Religious Education  
Committee is in need of new  
members to serve  a two-year term.  
The Committee meets from August to 
May and provides  
assistance to the Religious  
Education Coordinator.   
 

Over the last two years the 
Committee has hosted the Ash Wednesday Soup for the Soul, 
Walking Tacos supper the last evening of class after Mass, 
and inspired the children when explaining the Gospel for the 
upcoming week.   
 

Wednesday evening Religious Education classes from 5:45 to 
7:00 is in need of teachers for the elementary classes.  This is 
a wonderful opportunity to share your faith with the youth in 
our church.   
 

Please contact Kathy Hookham at 752-7861 ext. 29 if you are 
interested.   

Make a Difference! 

For centuries, the Christians in and around Bethlehem 

have earned a living by carving religious olive wood art to 
sell to visiting pilgrims.  Fewer pilgrims are journeying to 
the Holy Land today, making it difficult for those Christians 
to support their families.  As a result, there has been a  
dramatic rise in Christian emigration from the Holy Land.  
Now, less than 1% of the population in the Holy Land is 
Christian.   

 

Blest Art Inc. helps the struggling Christian families by  
marketing their artwork in the United States.  Due to this 
work we help many Christian families to maintain their  
livelihood and their ancestral homes in the land of our Lord. 
 

Blest Art will be visiting your parish next weekend, May 
27th & 28th , after each Mass.  We will have hand-carved 
nativity sets, statues, crosses, rosaries and many other  
pieces of  hand-carved olive wood art.  We kindly invite you 
to visit our display and to consider purchasing a piece of art 
from the Holy Land.  In doing so, you will help support the 

many  families who  depend on 
this form of art for their living.  
Your purchase will make a  
difference in the lives of many 
Catholic families.  
 

We gladly accept cash, checks, 
and all major credit cards.  
Please note that we do not ask 
for, nor do we accept any  
donations.  If you will be out of 
town next weekend when we 
visit, please stop by our website 
ww.BlestArt.org.  You can order 
beautiful carvings to be sent to 
your home. 



What’s Happening 

Living Rosary 
All are invited to pray the rosary together on Wednesday, 
May 24th at 6:30 pm at St. John Vianney Church.   
Refreshments to follow.   
At a Living Rosary people  
represent each bead of the rosary.  
Each person starts a “Hail Mary” 
and we all join in. 
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OUR LADY OF GOOD HELP PILGRIMAGE 

 
 
 
Over 150 years ago, Our Blessed Mother appeared to 
young Adele Brise twice in a small rural area near  
Champion, Wisconsin.  Our Mother’s request was simple, 
“Gather the children in this wild country and teach them 
what they should know for salvation.”  Adele devoted her 
life to doing just that.  On the ground where she met Our 
Blessed Mother, there is now a shrine dedicated to Her 
appearance to Adele, The Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help.  
The Shrine is the only Church-approved Marian apparition 
site in the United States.  This summer you can make a 
pilgrimage to the Shrine along with many of our area  
parishioners, and see where the apparition took place, 
take part in Mass and Confession and learn the history of 
the apparition and Adele’s work to fulfill Our Blessed 
Mother’s request.  Of course, there is a gift shop too! Our 
pilgrimage to Our Lady of Good help Shrine will take place 
June 29, 2017, and will cost $45, which includes  
transportation and *lunch.  Anyone wishing to join the  
pilgrimage should  call Colleen at 868-6386 to register 
and for further details.  Deadline for registration and  
payment is June 1, 2017.  HURRY!  Space is limited!! 
*Lunch includes sandwich, chips, cookie & beverage.  
Sandwich choices are:  Turkey/Cheddar wrap, Italian Sub 
or Turkey/Swiss on cranberry bread. 

Bookkeeper Position Available 
 

This is a part-time position, approximately 18-22 hours a 
week.  The candidate must have organizational and  
management skills and possess good people skills.  The 
responsibilities of the bookkeeper will be the recording of 
weekly collections and other cash receipts, processing  
payments, prepare payroll, assisting in the creation and 
maintenance of the budget, maintain required property, 
insurance records, and all accounts, prepare monthly  
financial reports for the Pastor and Finance Council and an   
annual report to the Diocese of Madison, attend Finance 
Council meetings when requested, and perform other  
duties as assigned.  The candidate should have an associate 
degree in accounting and/or have at least 3 years of  
accounting/bookkeeping experience.  He or she must also 
possess the ability of working with spreadsheets,  
databases, and word processing.   A minimum of 2  
references required.  Email resume and cover letter to  
pastor@nativitymary.org or send to Nativity of Mary  
Parish, Attn: Father Rob Butz 313 E. Wall St, Janesville, WI 
53545.   

Pregnancy Helpline 4th Annual Diaper Derby 
 

Why?  A baby will go through 2700 diapers in the first year 
of life.  Pregnancy Helpline is here to help with the expense. 
 

Join us for a 5K Run or a 2K Walk in Riverside Park, North 
Pavilion—Saturday, June 3rd at 9:00 AM (Registration  
begins at 8:15 AM) Entry Fee: One large box of DIAPERS 
(Sizes 4,5,6 appreciated) Children/Teens participating can 
bring baby wash, shampoo or lotion.   
 

Bring the family!  Fun for all, a few surprises for the kids!   
To register call Cheryl at (608) 755-9739. 

Thank you to those who donated time and funds to 
the sale Mother’s Day roses.  The rose donations  
support the Wisconsin Right to Life 4-H Fair Booth, Teen 
& College programs as well as other  educational Right to 
Life  programs. 

The National Teens for Life and the  

National Right to Life conference will be held at 

the same time at the Hyatt Regency in Milwaukee, with an 
opening session on June 29th.  Your Rock County Chapter of 
the Wisconsin Right to Life is offering to pay 50% of the cost 
of adult registrations, $25 toward student and $25 toward 
teen registrations.  Call Pat Hawthorne (608) 756-5191 for  
convention registration subsidies.  Funds are limited so call 
as soon as possible.  For questions about the National Right 
to Life or National Teens for Life conference , please see 
nrlconvention.com (menu is little lines at the top left) or call 
(202) 378-8842.  Hotel conference rate is $159/night, 
which expires on May 31st, 2017.  Call (888) 421-1442 for 
hotel reservations. 

Pregnancy Helpline of Janesville current needs ….. 
Baby bottles, sippy cups, baby towels, boys & girls  
clothing 18 months –2 T.  Call (608) 755-9739 or visit 
us at www.pregnancy-helpline.net 

mailto:pastor@nativitymary.org


Mass Intentions             = Living 
Sunday, May 21 
  8:30 AM  Louis Berner 
     10:30 AM  Joe & Josephine Carfora 
Monday, May 22 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, May 23 
  12:10 PM  Charlie Smith   
Wednesday, May 24 
   8:15 AM  Sr. Mary Krantz 
Thursday, May 25 
   8:15 AM  Don & Mary Jane Condon 
Friday, May 26 
   8:15 AM  Jessica Lynn Szerlong 
Saturday, May 27 
   4:30 PM  Ted Nagel 
Sunday, May 28        
      8:30 AM  Clifford Easton—12 Years  
  10:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary  

 

 

 

ALL ACTIVITIES ARE OPEN TO MEMBERS  

OF ANY PARISH IN THE CLUSTER 
 

May 20-21 
Monthly Blood Pressue Screening, St. John Vianney, after Mass 
May 21  9-11 AM 
Knights of Columbus Breakfast, Nativity of Mary, Church Hall 
May 22  11:00 AM 
Centering Prayer, Nativity of Mary, Nativity House 
May 23  10:30 AM 
Faith Sharing Group, Nativity of Mary, Nativity House 
May 23  Noon-5:00 PM 
Adoration, St. William, Benediction at 5 PM 
May 23  7:00 PM 
Lyra Choral Concert, Nativity of Mary, All are welcome, free. 
May 24  5:30-7:00 AM 
That Man Is You, St. John Vianney, Marian Hall 
May 24  9:00 AM 
Women’s Scripture Study, St. John Vianney, Marian Hall 
May 24  6:30 PM 
Living Rosary, St. John Vianney 
May 25  9:00 AM-3:00 PM 
Adoration, St. Patrick 
May 26  8:45-9:45 AM 
Holy Hour (Adoration), Nativity of Mary 
May 26  9:00 AM-Noon 
Adoration, St. John Vianney 
May 27  5-7 PM 
Bingo, St. Patrick 
May 29  9:00AM 
Memorial Day Mass, St. William 
June 6-7-9-10  
Rummage Sale, St. John Vianney, Marian Hall, Bulletin for times. 

Cluster Corner 

 

Sunday, May 21 
  9:00-11:00 AM  KC Breakfast, Church Hall 
  9:30 AM-5:00 PM  Confirmation Retreat, Nativity House 
  9:45 AM  Sanctuary Choir Practice 
Monday, May 22 
  11:00 AM  Centering Prayer, Nativity House   
Tuesday, May 23 
  10:30 AM  Faith Sharing Group, Nativity House 
  5:00-6:00 PM  Reconciliation, Church 
  7:00 PM  Lyra Concert, Church 
Wednesday, May 24 
  7:00 PM  Loft Choir Practice 
Friday, May 26 
  8:45-9:45 AM  Holy Hour (Adoration), Church 
Saturday, May 27 
  9:30-10;30 AM  Reconciliation, Church 
Sunday, May 28 
  9:45 AM  Sanctuary Choir Practice 

  Monday  
5/22 

Tuesday 
 

Wednesday 
 

Thursday 
 

 Friday 
 

Saturday 
 

Sunday 
5/28 

Nativity of Mary   12:10 pm 8:15 am 8:15 am 8:15 am 4:30 pm 8:30 & 
10:30 am 

St. John Vianney   5:15 pm 8:15 am 8:15 am 
 

8:15 am 5:00 pm 8:15 &  
9:45 am 

St. Patrick   5:15 pm 8:00 am 
 

8:30 am 8:00 am  4:00 pm 7:30 & 
10:00 am 

5:00 pm en 

Español 

St. William  5:15 pm 8:30 am 7:30 am 7:30 am  8:00 am 
4:00 pm 

 

8:00 & 
10:30 am 

St. Mary’s Hospital –Jsvl. 
  

  2:00 pm      

St. Elizabeth Nursing Home   3:30 pm 7:00 am 7:00 am 7:00 am 7:00 am 9:15 am 

St. Elizabeth Manor-Footville   9:15 am 9:15 am 9:15 am 9:15 am 9:15 am 11:00 am 

Parish Event Calendar 


