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Rectory 
313 E. Wall Street 
Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Phone ...............................(608) 752-7861 
Father Rob Butz  ……. (608) 620-9910 
Fax .....................................(608) 758-0720 
Website.............. www.nativitymary.org 
Pastor ............................. Rev. Robert Butz 
Email: pastor@nativitymary.org 

Dir. of Liturgy  ........................... Bob Craig 
Email: liturgy@nativitymary.org 
Coord. Religious Ed ...Kathy Hookham 
Email: re@nativitymary.org 
Business Manager ..... Arwen Twitchett 
Email: accounts@nativitymary.org 
Parish Secretary ..……....Sharlet Collins 
Email: psec@nativitymary.org 
 

St. Mary School 
307 E. Wall Street 
Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Phone ...............................(608) 754-5221 
Principal .......................... Matthew Parish 
Secretary ………………...Sue Vodak &                       
                                        Sue Dickman 
 

Religious Education 
Phone ...............................(608) 752-7861 
 

Prayer Network 
Mary Ann Venable…..(608) 754-5284 
Edna Thorp…………….(608) 752-5559 
 

Nativity of Mary ................ Sat. 4:30 pm  
Sun. 8:30 & 10:30 am 

St. Patrick ............................. Sat. 4:00 pm 

St. John Vianney ............... Sat. 5:00 pm 
Sun. 8:15 & 9:45 am 

St. William ........................... Sat. 4:00 pm  
Sun. 8:00 & 10:30 am 

St. Mary - Milton ............... Sat. 4:00 pm 
                                                Sun. 9:00 am 

We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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Money Matters 

St. Mary  
School 

Money Counts for 2017-2018 

             Received     Budgeted     Variance 

Week 24    

12-11-2017 14,030.51 20,918.67 -6,888.16 

YTD $278,472.47  313,232.53 -34,760.06 

From the desk of Father Rob ……. 

Merry Christmas from all the students and staff at St. 
Mary’s School!   
 

Thank you to all who attended any of our Christmas 
Shows, it was wonderful to have you in our school!  The 
students and staff are on a well-deserved break until 
January 3rd when classes will resume.   
 

Parishioners, thank you so incredibly much for your 
support of the SCRIP program.  You have purchased 
more than $10,000 worth of SCRIP throughout the 
Advent Season – thank you!!  This money will go  
towards maintaining the exterior of the building, which 
is in need of repairs.  Thank you for supporting this  
program and your continued support of the school! 
 
Upcoming Events: 
1/3:  Classes Resume  
1/3:  School Mass – all welcome!  8:15am 

1/5: St. Mary’s Tiny Tots (Mommy & Me Class) at 9:00 
1/10:  School Mass – all welcome!  8:15am 

1/12:  Youth Group (6-8) 

 

SCRIP puts your regular shopping dollars to work  
supporting your parish and school with over fifty retailers 
…..  grocery stores, gas stations, restaurants, department 
stores, hardware stores, movie theaters, spas and more!   
 

SCRIP cards are always available in the school office and 
after Mass twice per month …..  this weekend, January 
6th/7th and 20th/21st.  
 

Thank you for supporting your parish and school! 

SCRIP REMINDER 

Praying for Protection Against Evil:  If you watch enough 
television, scan the internet, read the paper, or listen to the 
radio, you know that there many terrible things happening 
in the world.  Recently, there was another terrible gun  
tragedy last month in Texas.  A man entered a church in a 
small town.  The man began to open fire at everyone.   
According to San Antonio TV station KSAT, a couple they 
interviewed said the man went aisle to aisle looking for  
victims and shot crying babies at point blank range.  Chilling 
events are more than just a man doing damage.  There is 
great evil at work in the world.  Our bishop has recently 
asked all the parishes in the diocese to pray for the protec-
tion against evil in our nation and specifically asked that we 
pray the “St. Michael the Archangel” prayer after the  
petitions during Mass.  We will start next weekend, which is 
the feast of the Holy Family.  The prayer can be found in our 
missalettes.  We beseech God and ask the Lord to relieve us 
from the evil that is touching many corners of our society. 
 
Christmas Thoughts:  From the last item, we come to 
Christmas.  Why is there joy at this time of year?  The  
Hebrews had experienced an evil of their own – the  
domination of their nation by the Romans.  They felt an 
utter darkness and absence of God.  They wondered if their 
Deliverer would ever come.  Their Messiah would come, at 
the darkest time of the year in an obscure place.  This God 
would Himself come down and take our flesh.  This baby 
king would take on the powers of sin and death and  
overcome them.  That is the cause of our joy and hope as 
Christians. 
 
I wish to thank all those who helped in any way to  
decorate the Church.  It takes many hands to make our 
worship space so beautiful.  Also, please thank the  
members of our music ministry for spending so much time 
and effort to practice and to perfect the music you hear.  
Thank you to all our volunteers (ushers, lectors, servers, 
ministers of the Eucharist) who stepped forward to give of 
their time and talent.  Finally, I want to thank the staff for 
their tireless work.  They do a great deal and do not receive 
enough the credit they deserve to help me and the parish in 
its mission to bring Christ to our community.  If you see any 
of these individuals, please thank them. 
 
Finally, I will be taking a few days off to rest and to host my 
family who is visiting this week.  Merry Christmas to you 
and to your families! 
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Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

Then the angel said to her,  
"Do not be afraid, Mary,  
for you have found favor with God.  
Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,  
and you shall name him Jesus.  
 
He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High,  
and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father." 
- Lk 1:30-32  

************************************************************** 
"Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 
you shall name him Jesus." Today is the last Sunday of the  
Advent season, and we hear in the Gospel the anticipation of 
the feast we will celebrate in just one day. Christmas is  
coming! Jesus is on his way! 
We have had weeks to prepare for this momentous occasion, 
and now we are on the very verge of its arrival. The children 
in our midst can hardly contain their excitement as they wait 
to wake up on Christmas morning. The thrill of this coming 
moment is meant to remind us of the joy and anticipation we 
should all feel as we await the coming of Christ. Yes, Christ-
mas is a great feast, but there is more here than a remem-
brance of the past or a fabulous party in the present. There is 
a looking-ahead as well. We celebrate as we anticipate. 
Much as Mary must have waited in wonder during the nine 
months of her pregnancy, we wait in hopeful expectation as 
Christians looking forward to being reunited with our Savior. 
Our future is full of hope. The deflating melancholy that  
afflicts many people after a holiday runs its course need not 
be the experience of the Christian waiting for Christ. We are 
always looking forward to something! There is never a  
moment when we have no cause for joy. Our lives are lived in 
a kind of unending advent as we stand in watchful waiting. 
Let us remember this as we enter into our Christmas Eve 
gatherings and festivities. As we join with family and friends 
to share in the good things of this life, may we carry with us 
the joy of knowing that even better things lie in store for us 
who welcome the infant Jesus into our hearts and homes.  

Scripture Focus on Faith 

Readings for Sunday, December 24, 2017 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 / Rom 16:25-27 / Lk 1:26-38 

 
Readings for Next Sunday, January 31, 2017 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 / Col 3:12-21 / Lk 2:22-40 

Please Pray For Our Parishioners: 
 

Barbara Allen, Bill, Bill Bever, Noah Cotter, 

Jeanette Durant,  Linda Fredell,  

LeeAnn Gilligan, Gerri, Jackie H., Geraldine Hilt,  

Alice Jensen, Robert McCann, Cory Musil, 

Brenda Porter, Max Rammer,  

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder,  

Kelly Dooley Trewartha, Peter Weirich,  

Lola Williams, Avalon Widner, Lucille Willegal 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Meetings held 2nd Thursday of the month at 7:30 pm.      
Contact Greg Kraft at 754-5615 for more information. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Fridays at 12:00 noon. Please contact the Rectory at  
752-7861. 
 

 

Traveling Chalice  

 
    

This week the Traveling Chalice 

will be hosted by the McBride family. 
 

Any questions regarding our Traveling Chalice program may 

be directed to: Colleen at  868-6386 OR 

irishcatholic56@gmail.com.  

 

Would You Like A Pastoral Visit? 
 

 REMINDER:  If you, a family member or someone you know 

is confined or hospitalized and would benefit from a pastoral 

visit, please contact your parish office and let them know.  

Staff does not always know of hospital admissions for a  

variety of reasons and often has no way of knowing of other 

situations in which a parish contact would be beneficial. 

mailto:irishcatholic56@gmail.com
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What’s Happening 

ECHO Christmas Dinner 

Monday, December 25th 
11 am-1 pm at St. William Catholic Church 
1820 Ravine Street, Janesville 
Open to the entire community …..  Please join us! 
Call 754-5333 or 921-5900 for delivery,  
transportation or any questions. 

Lessons & Carols with the Madison Diocesan Choir 

Holy Name Heights 702 South High Point Rd in Madison 
Saturday, January 6, 2018 at 4:00 pm with Scripture 
& carols celebrating the Epiphany of the Lord.   
A freewill offering to support the Diocesan Choir will be 
accepted. 

A big THANK YOU  
to all who donated toys or cash to the  

ECHO TOY Drive.    
You helped to  provide a Christmas  

 The Knights of Columbus councils of St. Mary's and St. 
Patrick’s would like to thank parishioners who joined us 
for our annual caroling visit to St. Elizabeth's. Special 
thanks to Laura and members of the choir! 

March For Life 
Chicago—January 14, 2018 

 
Several groups are sponsoring a bus to the Chicago March 
for Life on Sunday, January 14, 2018. You are not just  
invited to join us, you are urged and encouraged to take a 
stand for life. There will be a bus pick up in Madison and in 
Janesville. Make January 14 a standout day in 2018 and 
reserve your seat today. Be infused with the knowledge and 
courage we all need to honor our Lord, particularly when 
we see Him as Baby Jesus. 
 

What:  Chicago March for Life 
 

When:  Sunday, January 14, 2018 – bus leaves Madison at  
9 a.m. picks up in Janesville at 10a.m. and returns around  
6 p.m. to Janesville and around 7 p.m. to Madison. 
 

How:  Reserve your bus seats by mailing a check to  
WRL- Dane County for $25 per person with names, phones, 
and email information to Wisconsin Right to Life –Dane  
County, PO Box46454, Madison, WI 53744-6454 by  
January 7, 2018.  
 

Bring a bag lunch and we’ll supply water and dessert.   
 

Where:  Further details about bus pick-up locations will be 
sent upon registration. 
 

Questions:  Call 608-255-2020.   
March information:  www.marchforlife-chicago.org   
 

Thank you and God Bless You.   
Have a Very Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year. 

 

Pat Hawthorne 
Rock County Chapter of Wisconsin Right to Life Chairman 

http://www.marchforlife-chicago.org


What’s Happening 

 

Sharing the Gospel 
Mary and Joseph put all their trust in God. Once 
they found out what God wanted, they did it. 
God wanted Mary to have a special baby, and 
she said "yes" to God. God wanted Joseph to be a 
good husband and father, and Joseph said "yes" 
to God. When that special baby from God was 
finally born, Joseph named him Jesus. One day 
God would ask Jesus to save the world from sin 
on the cross, and Jesus would say "yes" to God.  



Mass Intentions             = Living 
Sunday, December 24 
  8:30 AM  Jennifer and Patrick J. Finn, Arthur Jacobs 
     4:00 PM Jack & Claire Damrow 
  6:00 PM  Marcy Marklein 
Monday, December 25 
  10:00 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
Tuesday, December 26 
  No Mass        
Wednesday, December 27 
   No Mass 
Thursday, December 28 
   No Mass    
Friday, December 29 
   No Mass 
Saturday, December 30 
   4:30 PM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
Sunday, December 31 
      8:30 AM  Catherine Campion Negus 
  10:30 AM  Felisa Booc 

 

 

ALL ACTIVITIES ARE OPEN TO MEMBERS  

OF ANY PARISH IN THE CLUSTER 
 

December 25 Christmas - Holy Day of Obligation  
December 26 10:30 AM 
Faith Sharing, Nativity of Mary, Church Hall 
December 28 9 AM-3 PM 
Adoration, St. Patrick 
December 29 9 AM—2 PM 
Red Cross Blood Drive, St. John Vianney, Marian Hall— 
Contact 1-800-RED-CROSS for appointment, walk-ins welcome. 
December 30 5—7 PM 
Bingo, St. Patrick 
January 8 11:30 AM—2 PM 
Catholic Charities/SH Mobile Food Pantry, St. John Vianney, 
11:30-12:30 Registration, 12:30-2 PM  Food Distribution.   
All in need are welcome. 

Cluster Corner 

 

Tuesday, December 26 
  10:30  Faith Sharing Group, Church Hall 
Saturday, December 30 
  9:30-10:30 AM  Reconciliation, Church 
  

Parish Event Calendar 

  Christmas 
12/25 

Tuesday  
 

Wednesday Thursday  Friday 
 

Saturday 
 

Sunday 
12/31 

Nativity of Mary  10:00 am     4:30 pm 8:30 & 10:30 am 
 

St. John Vianney  7:00 & 9:00 am     5:00 pm 8:15 & 9:45 am 
 

St. Patrick  9:00 am 5:15 pm 8:05 am 
 

8:05 am  8:05 am 
 

 4:00 pm 
 
 

7:30 & 10:00 am 
1:00 pm  

en Español 

St. William 9:30 am  12:10 pm 
 

7:30 am 
 

7:30 am 
 

4:00 pm 
 

8:00 & 10:30 am 
 

St. Mary’s Hospital  
Janesville 
  

        

St. Elizabeth  
Nursing Home 

 7:00 am 3:30 pm 7:00 am  7:00 am 7:00 am 9:15 am 

St. Elizabeth Manor 
Footville 

 9:15 am 9:15 am 9:15 am  9:15 am  11:00 am 

Merry Christmas! 
 

The parish office will be closed 
Monday, December 25th.   

 

No Mass Tuesday-Friday 
 

No Reconciliation Tuesday  
 

No Adoration Friday 


