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Rectory 
313 E. Wall Street 
Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Phone ............................... (608) 752-7861 
Father Rob Butz  ……. (608) 620-9910 
Fax ..................................... (608) 758-0720 
Website ............. www.nativitymary.org 
Pastor ............................. Rev. Robert Butz 
Email: pastor@nativitymary.org 

Dir. of Liturgy  ........................... Bob Craig 
Email: liturgy@nativitymary.org 
Coord. Religious Ed ...Kathy Hookham 
Email: re@nativitymary.org 
Business Manager .... Arwen Twitchett 
Email: accounts@nativitymary.org 
Parish Secretary ..……....Sharlet Collins 
Email: psec@nativitymary.org 
 

St. Mary School 
307 E. Wall Street 
Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Phone ............................... (608) 754-5221 
Principal .......................... Matthew Parish 
Secretary ………………...Sue Vodak &                       
                                        Sue Dickman 
 

Religious Education 
Phone ............................... (608) 752-7861 
 

Prayer Network 
Mary Ann Venable…..(608) 754-5284 
 

Nativity of Mary ................ Sat. 4:30 pm  
Sun. 8:30 & 10:30 am 

St. Patrick ............................. Sat. 4:00 pm 

St. John Vianney ................ Sat. 5:00 pm 
Sun. 8:15 & 9:45 am 

St. William ............................ Sat. 4:00 pm  
Sun. 8:00 & 10:30 am 

St. Mary - Milton ............... Sat. 4:00 pm 
                                                Sun. 9:00 am 

We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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Money Matters 

St. Mary  
School 

Thanks to everyone who helped support Catholic Schools 
Week.  The students had an amazing time.  The middle 
schoolers went to St. John Vianney on Monday for a carnival 
of games with the other Catholic schools.  It was awesome 
to see the students building a network of strong Catholic 
friends.  Students also enjoyed a rec night January 26 where 
St. Mary’s hosted 115 kids from around the city!  In case 
that was not enough we had a school wide dance on 
Wednesday which was really great to see little ones and big 
kids all having fun together.  A huge shout out to everyone 
who helped support the spaghetti dinner this past Friday.  It 
was great to see friends and alumni all return to share a 
meal together.  Events at school will not quite return to  
normalcy as we prepare for parent teacher conferences 
next week and everyone will get a much needed day off 
from school next Friday.  Following Wednesday mass on 
February 7, coffee and donuts will be available in the 
school.  All Parishioners are encouraged to attend!  This is a 
wonderful opportunity for school and Parish families to 
come together and a chance for Parish families to get into 
the school here.  Please stop by the school after Mass! 
 

Upcoming Events: 
2/4:  Home basketball vs. St. Joe 
2/7:  School Mass – all welcome!  8:15am 
2/7:  Coffee and Donut meet and greet: After Mass 
2/7: Parent Teacher Conferences and registration  
for 2018-19 (4-8pm) 
2/8: Parent Teacher Conferences and registration  
for 2018-19 (9-12) – No School for students! 
2/9:  No School 

Money Counts for 2017-2018 

             Received     Budgeted     Variance 

Week 31    

1-29-2018 5,977.40 6,774.47 -797.07 

YTD $394,418.38  420,883.14 -26,464.76 

Old Palms 
In preparation for Ash Wednesday on February 14, 
please return last year’s palms by Sunday, February 11, 
to the basket in the church vestibule. The palms will be 
burned and blessed for use on Ash Wednesday. 

Next Ministry Schedule 
 

We are in the process of finalizing the next Ministry 
Schedule. The next schedule will go from 02/15/18 
thru 06/04/18.  
 

Now is a great time to indicated any dates you are not 
available to minister, or if you would like to add or  
subtract a Ministry. 
 

Please go to our Ministry Website to indicate your  
unavailability or contact Bob in the Liturgy office at  
752-7861. 

Coffee & Donuts 
Following Wednesday’s Mass on February 7th, coffee and  
donuts will be available in the school.  All Parishioners are 
encouraged to attend!  This is a wonderful opportunity for 
school and Parish families to come together and a chance 
for Parish families to get into the school here.  Please stop 
by the school after Mass! 

Illness & Preparation for the Mass 
While Catholics are obligated to attend Mass on all  
Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation, a serious reason 
may cause you to miss. Being sick is a serious reason for 
being excused from the obligation to attend Mass. If you 
have the flu or some other serious and/or contagious  
illness, please stay home. (Another common serious  
reason is severe weather.) 

 

If you feel you have a cold or if you have a compromised 
immune system, please don’t shake hands with others 
during the sign of peace. You may smile and say, “The 
peace of the Lord be with you.”  
 

If Holy Communion is offered under both forms, please do 
not consume the Precious Blood if you are not feeling well 
or if you have a compromised immune system. 
 

             -from the Diocesan Office of Worship 

G.I.F.T.S. Men’s Shelter 
 

Nativity of Mary Parish is hosting the GIFT’S Men’s 
Shelter, this week., February 4-10. 
 

Please bring any donations to their new, permanent 
location at 1025 N Washington Street in Janesville.   
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Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

When it was evening, after sunset, they brought to him all 
who were ill or possessed by demons. The whole town was 
gathered at the door. He cured many who were sick with  
various diseases, and he drove out many demons, not  
permitting them to speak because they knew him.  
- Mk 1:32-34  
 

************************************************************** 
For most of us, the dynamic between prayer and action is  
imperfect. Breakfast needs to be made and the kids dressed. 
Work demands our energy and additional responsibilities fill 
our evenings and weekends. Then there's the football game or 
a new TV series to stream. After all, don't we need to relax? 
We're all busy. But just imagine Jesus' situation in today's 
Gospel. He heals Peter's mother-in-law, drives out demons, 
and cures diseases late into the night. With very little sleep, he 
arises before dawn to capture some peace and quiet, only to 
find "those who were with him pursued him." How often do 
we feel pursued by the harried commitments, even when we 
try to seek rest? Perhaps we can learn something from the 
response of Jesus. 
Jesus models two key things: the essential nature of prayer 
and the essential call of vocation. "He went off to a deserted 
place, where he prayed." Despite inevitable exhaustion, Jesus 
prioritizes time with the Father. We might not have easy  
access to deserts and mountaintops, but today's Gospel  
challenges us to take intentional time set apart for God. We 
can designate a "prayer chair" in a corner of our home or 
leave a little earlier to pick our children up from school so we 
can snatch time in a nearby chapel. We can pray the rosary on 
our commute or take the dog for a long walk in silence. 
However, when the Apostles arrive, Jesus doesn't linger  
overlong in the deserted place or make an excuse for why he 
can't return with his friends. Jesus is true to his calling. He 
continues on in his state of life, serving the people nearest to 
him. Like Jesus, we are invited to set intentional time for  
communion with God so that we can be refreshed and  
empowered for our communion with others. 

Scripture Focus on Faith 

Readings for Sunday, February 4, 2018 
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Jb 7:1-4, 6-7 / 1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23 / Mk 1:29-39 

 
Readings for Next Sunday, February 11, 2018 
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Lv 13:1-2, 44-46 / 1 Cor 10:31-11:1 / Mk 1:40-45 

Please Pray For Our Parishioners: 
 

Barbara Allen, Bill, Bill Bever, Noah Cotter, 

Jeanette Durant,  Linda Fredell,  

LeeAnn Gilligan, Gerri, Jackie H., Geraldine Hilt,  

Alice Jensen, Robert McCann, Cory Musil, 

Dolores Otto, Brenda Porter, Max Rammer,   

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder,  

Kelly Dooley Trewartha, Peter Weirich,  

Lola Williams, Avalon Widner, Lucille Willegal 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Meetings held 2nd Thursday of the month at 7:30 pm.      
Contact Greg Kraft at 754-5615 for more information. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Fridays at 12:00 noon. Please contact the Rectory at  
752-7861. 
 

 

Traveling Chalice  

 
    

This week the Traveling Chalice 

will be hosted by our Religious Education students.  
 

Any questions regarding our Traveling Chalice program may 

be directed to: Colleen at  868-6386 OR 

irishcatholic56@gmail.com.  

 

 
 
 
 

Colton Danger Cofta was recently called to eternal life.  
 

Please remember him, and all who mourn the loss of  a 
loved one, in your prayers. 
  

mailto:irishcatholic56@gmail.com
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What’s Happening 

Taize’ Prayer 

  

Liturgy Coordinator Position Available 
St. Mary, Milton is seeking a part-time Liturgy Coordinator.  The  
applicant must be a practicing Catholic with a good knowledge of 
Catholic Liturgical practices.  
 

Interested candidates should send their application, cover letter 
and resume via email to: stmarymilton@gmail.com, or mail to 
Rev. David Timmerman at above address. Qualified candidates 
will be contacted for an interview. 

 

A Women’s Retreat 
 

Our annual Women’s Retreat Day, co-sponsored by the  
Janesville Cluster Spirituality Group and the Janesville 
Catholic Women’s Club, will be held on Saturday, Feb. 
10, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. We are excited to have Juliana   
Rudnick who is the author and creator of the Sacred  
Intercession Prayer Journal and is founder of Interceding 
Life Ministries. Julie’s topic for the day is “I am the Vine, 
you are the branches,” An Invitation to Intimacy &  
Intercession.  
 

You are invited to spend the day with us as we refresh 
our prayer lives, deepen our connection to God, and 
learn to pray more effectively for loved ones. Julie will 
have her prayer journal available for sale.  
 

The event will be held at St. John Vianney’s Marian Hall, 
1250 E. Racine St., Janesville, and doors will open at 
9:15 a.m.  
 

Mail your $25 registration, which includes a morning 
snack and lunch, to Jan Bier, 9248 E. Co. Rd. A,  
Janesville, WI, 53546, by Tues., Feb. 6.  
 

If you have questions, call Jan at 752-4387.  

Do you hear a call to increase your life of 
prayer and deepen your spirituality?    
We are Secular Carmelites.   We are 

men, women, single, and married.  We respond to God’s 
call.  Our charism is to pray for the church.   We study 
the Carmelite saints.  We meet monthly at St. John  
Vianney Parish, in Janesville, Wisconsin.   
For additional information please send an email 
to OurLadyStarSea@gmail.com 

Prayer is a serene force at work within human beings, 
stirring them up, changing their hearts, 

never allowing them to close their eyes in the face of evil, of 
wars, 

of all that threatens the innocent of this world. 
From it we draw the energy to wage other struggles, 

to transform the human condition, 
and to make the earth a place fit to live in. 

 

Come, experience Taize’ Prayer on Monday, February 12, at 
7:00 PM. As always, our time together will be a chance to 
un-crowd our hearts and minds and refresh our spirits. Come 
and bask in the light of candles and the warmth of friendship, 
raise your voices in simple and prayerful songs, attend to 
God’s message in Scripture, and listen in silence for God’s 
voice in your heart. 

Soup for the Soul 
Fast, Pray & Receive Ashes                          

Ash Wednesday, February 14th  
at the 12:10 Prayer Service & 6:15 Mass  

Afterward Join Us for Bread and Soup 
 in the Church Hall 

Sponsored by the  
Nativity of Mary Religious Education Committee 

and the Knights of Columbus 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter:  Want to put the 

romance back into your relationship?  The Worldwide      

Marriage Encounter Weekend offers married couples an   

opportunity to get off the treadmill of life and focus on each 

other.  The Weekend teaches a technique of loving           

communication that you can use for the rest of your lives. It is 

a chance to look deeply into your relationship with each other 

and with God.  Sign up today to attend one of the upcoming 

Worldwide  Marriage Encounter Weekends on  Feb. 16-18 in 

Geneva, IL; March 16-18 in Madison, WI or April 20-22 in 

Brookfield, WI.   Early registration is highly recommended.  

For more information visit our website at: alifetimeoflove.org 

or call (888) 574-5653.  

mailto:stmarymilton@gmail.com
mailto:OurLadyStarSea@gmail.com
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St. Josephine Bakhita  
 
The saints are more than lovely pictures on a holy card.  
If we dig a little deeper, their lives can challenge and  
transform our own. On February 8th, the Church  
celebrates St. Josephine Bakhita. As a young girl, St.  
Josephine was kidnapped from her family in Darfur and 
sold into slavery at age nine. She was introduced to  
Catholicism as an adolescent and experienced a profound 
love for Jesus Christ. St. Josephine eventually gained legal 
freedom and entered religious life. Though she bore over 
one hundred scars beneath her habit, St. Josephine  
forgave her enemies and became known in the convent 
for her humility and joyful spirit.  
 
Author Fr. Jeff Kirby writes, "Saint Josephine gives us all a 
scarred and human face to the evils of human trafficking, 
racial tension, and of the brutality found in the  
peripheries. Her life demands a response." As we  
approach the season of Lent, let us recall our own call to 
conversion and an active concern for those who suffer.  

 
Parish Expenses     $345,632.28 

School Operational Expenses   $843,118.89 

Total Expenses                                 $1,188,751.17 

    Income 

Tithing, Loose Collections and Bequests  $670,676.76 

School Income (Tuition, Fees, Donations)  $400,599.56                                                                              

Other Income                                                                                                       
(Festival, Rental Income, Religious Education)    $51,278.79 

Total Income                                 $1,122,555.11 

Parish Deficit Fiscal Year 2016-2017  ($66,196.06) 

 

* * * * * 
 

St. Mary Parish offers a variety of ways for you to make 
donations to the church.   
 

Weekly envelope packets are mailed out when you  
register.  Temporary envelopes are available at the church 
office or simply put your donation into a plain white envelope 
with your name on the front.  Your donation will be credited 
to your account for tax purposes. 
 

You can make donations with your credit card.  
(Visa and Master Card are accepted) 
 

You can also sign up for automatic withdrawal from your 
checking or savings account.  Both of these options are 
secure and in each case you will not have to worry about 
transporting your donation envelope to mass on Sunday.   
Using your credit card or automatic withdrawal can be done 
regularly at the beginning of the month, the middle of the 
month or donate semi-monthly and have the payment drawn 
twice a month. 
 

Credit card transactions and automatic withdrawal  
transactions can be arranged by filling out a form and bringing 
it to the church office or calling Arwen Twitchett at 752-7861 
extension 11. 
 

Whatever way you choose to support your parish financially, 
we thank you for helping to care for your parish. 

St Mary’s Fiscal Year 2016 – 2017 
July 2016 – June 2017 

 

Expenses 

mailto:stmarymilton@gmail.com


Mass Intentions             = Living 
Sunday, February 4 
  8:30 AM  Edward Campion 
     10:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
Monday, February 5 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, February 6 
  12:10 PM  Kevin Wixom         
Wednesday, February 7 
   8:15 AM  Jim Martelle  
Thursday, February 8 
   8:15 AM  LaVerne Holler      
Friday, February 9 
   8:15 AM  Amy Wilson & Family   
Saturday, February 10 
   4:30 PM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
Sunday, February 11 
      8:30 AM  John Donagan 
  10:30 AM  Beverly White   

 

 

ALL ACTIVITIES ARE OPEN TO MEMBERS  

OF ANY PARISH IN THE CLUSTER 
 
 

February 5 11:00 AM 
Centering Prayer, Nativity of Mary, Nativity House 
February 5 11:30 AM-2 PM 
Catholic Charities/Second Harvest Mobile Food Pantry, St. John 
Vianney  11:30-12:30 Registration, 12:30-2 Food Distribution 
All in need are welcome. 
February 6 10:30 AM 
Faith Sharing, Nativity of Mary, Church Hall 
February 6 Noon-5 PM 
Adoration, St. William, 5 PM Benediction 
February 7 5:30-7:00 AM 
“That Man Is You”, St. John Vianney, Marian Hall,  
Contact Rick at 608-757-2229 for more information 
February 7 9:00 AM 
Women’s Scripture Study, St. John Vianney, Marian Hall 
February 7 6:10-7:10 PM 
Bible Study, St. John Vianney, Commons 
February 8 8:15-10:30 AM 
Bible Study, St. William, Chapel 
February 9 8:45-9:45 AM 
Holy Hour, Nativity of Mary 
February 9 9:00 AM - 2:30 PM 
Adoration, St. John Vianney, 2:40 PM Benediction 
February 9 6:00 PM 
“Polkafest!”, St. John Vianney School Fundraiser, The Armory 
Tickets available at the school office. 
February 10 10 AM-2 PM 
Women’s Day Retreat, St. John Vianney, Marian Hall 
Contact Jan at 752-4387 for registration information. 
February 14 Ash Wednesday 

Cluster Corner 

Parish Event Calendar 
 

Monday, February 5 
  11:00 AM  Centering Prayer, Nativity House 
  6:30 PM  Dare to Dream Book Club, Rectory  
Tuesday, February 6 
  10:30 AM  Faith Sharing Group, Nativity House 
  5:00-6:00 PM  Reconciliation, Church 
Wednesday, February 7 
  7:00 PM  Choir Practice, Church 
Thursday, February 8 
  7:30 PM  Knights of Columbus Meeting, Nativity House 
Friday, February 9 
  8:45-9:45 AM  Holy Hour (Adoration), Church 
Saturday, February 10 
  9:30-10:30 AM  Reconciliation, Church 

  Monday 
2/5 

Tuesday  
 

Wednesday Thursday  Friday 
 

Saturday 
 

Sunday 
2/11 

Nativity of Mary   12:10 pm 8:15 am 8:15 am 8:15 am 4:30 pm 8:30 & 10:30 am 
 

St. John Vianney  8:15 am  8:15 am 8:15 am 8:15 am 8:15 am  
5:00 pm 

8:15 & 9:45 am 
 

St. Patrick        4:00 pm 
 
 

7:30 & 10:00 am 
1:00 pm  

en Español 

St. William  5:15 pm 8:30 am 7:30 am 
 

7:30 am 
 

4:00 pm 
 

8:00 & 10:30 am 
 

St. Mary’s Hospital  
Janesville 
  

        

St. Elizabeth  
Nursing Home 

  3:30 pm 7:00 am 7:00 am 7:00 am  9:15 am 

St. Elizabeth Manor 
Footville 

  9:15 am 9:15 am 9:15 am 9:15 am  11:00 am 


