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Rectory 
313 E. Wall Street 
Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Phone ............................... (608) 752-7861 
Father Rob Butz  ……. (608) 620-9910 
Fax ..................................... (608) 758-0720 
Website ............. www.nativitymary.org 
Pastor ............................. Rev. Robert Butz 
Email: pastor@nativitymary.org 

Dir. of Liturgy  ........................... Bob Craig 
Email: liturgy@nativitymary.org 
Coord. Religious Ed ...Kathy Hookham 
Email: re@nativitymary.org 
Business Manager .... Arwen Twitchett 
Email: accounts@nativitymary.org 
Parish Secretary ..……....Sharlet Collins 
Email: psec@nativitymary.org 
 

St. Mary School 
307 E. Wall Street 
Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Phone ............................... (608) 754-5221 
Principal .......................... Matthew Parish 
Secretary ………………...Sue Vodak &                       
                                        Sue Dickman 
 

Religious Education 
Phone ............................... (608) 752-7861 
 

Prayer Network 
Mary Ann Venable…..(608) 754-5284 
 

Nativity of Mary ................ Sat. 4:30 pm  
Sun. 8:30 & 10:30 am 

St. Patrick ............................. Sat. 4:00 pm 

St. John Vianney ................ Sat. 5:00 pm 
Sun. 8:15 & 9:45 am 

St. William ............................ Sat. 4:00 pm  
Sun. 8:00 & 10:30 am 

St. Mary - Milton ............... Sat. 4:00 pm 
                                                Sun. 9:00 am 

We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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St. Mary  
School 

From the desk of Father Rob ……. 

Money Counts for 2017-2018 

             Received     Budgeted     Variance 

Week 42    

04-16-2018 14,175.32 13,444.99 730.33 

YTD $522,627.25  559,575.26 -36,948.01 

Money Matters 

Thank you so much to the outpouring of support we  
witnessed at the Pork Lunch last weekend.  It was so  
wonderful to see our Parishioners and school families  
working and eating together.  I was once again blown away  
by your generosity – both in the donating of baskets, as well  
as the raffle.  We feel truly blessed to have your support!   
The students are very excited about improvements on the  
playground and we will be sure to follow up about this  
progress.   
 
Once at school, the St. Mary’s students had a busy week!  All 
elementary kids went to Whitewater to see a  
production from Steve Trash, in honor of Earth Day last  
Sunday.  On Friday, 4th graders kept the fun rolling by visiting  
the Tallman House and Francis Willard School.  In their  
classrooms, students are busy working on projects, writing  
papers, and collaborating with group members.  The  
elementary students are preparing for their spring shows  
which are occurring on May 8 and May 9.   
 

Upcoming Events: 
 

5/1:  Strings Solo and Ensemble Concert (6:30) 
5/2:  Student led Mass (8:15) – all are welcome! 
5/4:  Star Wars Casual Day  
5/8:  8th graders depart for DC (return 5/11) 
5/8:  K-2 Spring Sing 
5/9:  3-5 Spring Sing  

 

             Received     Budgeted     Variance 

Week 43    

04-23-2018 5,336.25 8,969.90 -3,633.65 

YTD $527,963.50  568,545.17 -40,581.67 

News & Notes 

“SCRIP” Reminder— 
 

SCRIP puts your regular shopping dollars to work  
supporting your parish and school with over fifty 
retailers …..  grocery stores, gas stations,  
restaurants, department stores, hardware stores, 
movie theaters, spas and more!   
 

SCRIP cards are always available in the school  
office and after Mass twice per month ….. next up, 
the weekend of May 5th/6th and 19th/20th. 
 

Thank you for supporting your parish and school! 

Vacation is a time of rest and rejuvenation.  After the rush 
of Lent, Holy Week, and the octave of Easter, it was good 
to have the ‘batteries’ recharged.  There are so many 
things going on in the parish at this time of the year. 
 

Confirmation Retreat:  This year, we are going 
through a transition.  Instead of the high school juniors 
preparing for Confirmation, we have juniors, sophomores, 
and freshmen, all in one class to prepare for the  
sacrament.  By the fall of 2019, all the parishes in the city 
will have sophomore year as the year for Confirmation.  
Needless to say, we have a big group and challenges like 
meeting spaces and schedule come with a larger body of 
candidates.  This past weekend, our parish held its retreat 
for teenage candidates for Confirmation.  The day involved 
prayer, witness talks, reflection, discussions about the 
Holy Spirit’s role in their lives, the opportunity for  
Reconciliation, and the day ended with Saturday  
afternoon Mass.  There is a lot of planning that goes into 
retreats.  Many thanks to Kathy Hookham, our Religious 
Ed Coordinator, and to Jan Bier, our catechist for the  
Confirmation students.  Thank you to the parents and 
adults who donated food for the lunch and those who  
donated their time for the retreat.  Please pray for our 
Confirmation candidates. 
 

Parish Life Committee:  Recently, we have organized 
and started a Parish Life Committee.  The purpose of this 
committee is to help plan and support social programs 
and activities that provide opportunities for the parish 
community to meet, share fellowship, and grow together 
in the Christian faith.  An area that we felt needed growth 
is socials after Mass.  Building relationships are important 
to the life of a community and having socials on a more 
consistent basis is a great way to build a community of 
hospitality.  This weekend after all the Masses, the Parish 
Life committee will be hosting ‘Fellowship Weekend.’  It is 
simply a time for fellowship, to share something to eat and 
drink with one another.  Please spend a few minutes after 
Mass for fellowship and free food! 
 
Have a blessed week! 
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Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

"Remain in me, as I remain in you. Just as a branch cannot 
bear fruit on its own unless it remains on the vine, so neither 
can you unless you remain in me. I am the vine, you are the 
branches. Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much 
fruit, because without me you can do nothing." - Jn 15:4-5  
 

************************************************************** 
Are you ready for a trim? In today's Gospel, we hear the  
familiar teaching of the vine and the branches. Jesus reminds 
us that if we remain close to him-living in humility, following 
God's law, loving our neighbor-we will notice a positive 
change in our life and the lives of those around us. "Whoever 
remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit." The Holy 
Spirit is life-giving. He is fruitful. The Spirit of God won't  
refuse grace to a heart that is open.  
As we progress through life, learning how to live and love, we 
grow. Our personalities flower. We discover what it is to be a 
blessing to others. We also experience lack, loss, and the  
results of our failures. We know what it is like to "wither" at 
times, particularly the times when we willingly separate  
ourselves from Jesus. "Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its 
own unless it remains on the vine, so neither can you unless 
you remain in me." For most of us, this experience of being 
disconnected and off track generates a desire to return to 
what is right and good, to return to the vine. 
But this Gospel is more than "Are you in or are you out?" Even 
when we remain in God, when we follow Jesus, we are not 
exempt from the challenge, the pruning. "Everyone that [bears 
fruit] he prunes." A prudent trim is necessary in the natural 
world of trees and vines. Dead wood, broken shoots, and  
diseased branches need to be cut back in order for the plant to 
bear fruit. Jesus wants us to be healthy! He says as much  
himself: "By this is my Father glorified, that you bear much 
fruit and become my disciples." Take a look at your life today. 
Where are you bearing fruit? Where do you 
need to be pruned?  

Scripture Focus on Faith 

Readings for Sunday, April 29, 2018 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 9:26-31 / 1 Jn 3:18-24 / Jn 15:1-8 

 
Readings for Next Sunday, May 6, 2018 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48 / 1 Jn 4:7-10 / Jn 15:9-17 

Please Pray For Our Parishioners: 
 

Barbara Allen, Bill, Bill Bever, Valerie Boggs, 

Noah Cotter, Jeanette Durant,  Linda Fredell,  

LeeAnn Gilligan, Gerri, Jackie H., Geraldine Hilt,  

Alice Jensen, Robert McCann, Cory Musil,  

Max Rammer,  Phyllis Rice, Madelynn Schieve, 

Colleen Schroeder, Kelly Dooley Trewartha, 

Peter Weirich, Lola Williams, Avalon Widner, 

Lucille Willegal, James Zillmer 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Meetings held 2nd Thursday of the month at 7:30 pm.      
Contact Greg Kraft at 754-5615 for more information. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Fridays at 12:00 noon. Please contact the Rectory at  
752-7861. 
 

 

Traveling Chalice  

 
    

This week the Traveling Chalice 

will be hosted by Greg & Sandy Kraft. 

Any questions regarding our Traveling Chalice program may 

be directed to: Colleen at  868-6386 OR 

irishcatholic56@gmail.com.  

Would You Like A Pastoral Visit? 
 

 REMINDER:  If you, a family member or someone you 

know is confined or hospitalized and would benefit from a 

pastoral visit, please contact your parish office and let them 

know.  Staff does not always know of hospital admissions for 

a variety of reasons and often has no way of knowing of other 

situations in which a parish contact would be beneficial. 

mailto:irishcatholic56@gmail.com
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What’s Happening 

National Catholic Singles Conference 
Join hundreds of single Catholics of all ages at the National 
Catholic Singles Conference, June 8th-10th, 2018, held at the 
Hilton Minneapolis/St. Paul-Airport Mall of America. The 
weekend includes talks by dynamic speakers, music, social 
events, prayer, food, fellowship and more! Space is limited so 
register now! For more information and to register 
www.NationalCatholicSingles.com. Use promo code 
NCSCMSP to receive a special discount! 

Janesville Catholic Women’s Club  
Scholarship Award Presentation 

The Janesville Catholic Women’s Club invites you to attend 
a dessert reception in honor of our scholarship award  
recipients. It will be held on Sunday, May 6, from 2 – 3 p.m. 
at St. Mary’s church hall. We will meet for fellowship and 
to present this year’s scholarship winners. There is no 
cost, but please RSVP to Jan 752-4387 for a “head count.” 
We look forward to seeing you! 

Pilgrimage to  
Our Lady of Guadalupe Shrine 

 

Nativity of Mary parish is once 
again offering a pilgrimage  
opportunity.  This year, our  
pilgrims will travel to Our Lady of 

Guadalupe Shrine near Lacrosse, Wisconsin.  Our Lady of 
Guadalupe first appeared to Juan Diego, a poor peasant in 
Mexico, in 1531 and she is the patroness of Mexico. Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Shrine is the inspiration of Bishop Raymond 
Burke and this year they celebrate the 10th  anniversary of the 
dedication of the Shrine church.  The pilgrimage will take 
place on Thursday, June 28 and leave from the Nativity of 
Mary church parking lot.  Cost of the pilgrimage will be $45, 
which includes bus transportation and lunch.  More details on 
lunch and travel times will be forthcoming. Please join is for 
an amazing and prayerful day visiting Our Lady at her shrine.  
Sign up and questions are through Colleen Szerlong at  
868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com.  Payment can be 
made at Nativity of Mary rectory.   

Faith Sharing Group 
Come join our Tuesday morning 
group, 10:30 Am-Noon.   
We offer scripture discussion 
(Sunday’s readings) as well as 
prayer and friendship.   
Contact Rose for more  
information 754-8451.  

Our Lady of the Assumption Choir is sponsoring 
their 13th annual Euchre Card Party on Saturday, May 12, 
from 6:30-9:00 p.m. in Assumption Hall (church lower 
level) at Our Lady of the Assumption church at 2222 
Shopiere Road in Beloit.  Tickets are $15 each which  
includes more food and fun than anyone deserves!   
Tickets can be purchased from any choir member or the 
church office during normal business hours.   For more 
information or to reserve your chair at a table call  
608-362-9066 or email randyg@olabeloit.com. 

Local Volunteer Opportunities- 
 
St. Elizabeth’s Nursing Home in Janesville is in need of 
volunteers.  While answering phones, greeting visitors and 
visiting with our residents you are able to be a positive  
presence in our Home and a ray of sunshine to brighten our 
resident’s days.  You can volunteer with a friend or by  
yourself, weekly or monthly,  whatever fits your  schedule.  
Please contact Emily Linsley at (608) 752-6709 to set up 
your orientation.  We thank you for your service and look  
forward to welcoming you to our family! 

 
Agrace Hospice & Palliative Care is seeking Rock  
County volunteers to support its nonprofit mission.  
Volunteers are needed to provide companionship visits to 
local hospice patients in patients’ homes, or in nursing 
homes or assisted living centers. Volunteers can also  
support Agrace by helping in the kitchen, garden, greet  
visitors or assisting at the Agrace Thrift Store in Janesville. 
 

Schedules are flexible, and free training is provided.  
Prospective volunteers must complete an application and an 
interview process to identify skills and interests, and then 
attend an orientation session. Agrace’s next volunteer  
orientation is Monday, May 14, from 8 a.m. to noon, at 
Agrace in Janesville. Call (608) 314-2922 for an application 
and to register for orientation. 
  
Cedar Crest—Help an older adult shop.  Cedar  Crest, 
Inc. a 5 star top-rated senior living community on  
Janesville’s south side, is looking for volunteers to meet us 
at Janesville stores, such as Wal-Mart or Kohls, pushing the 
resident’s wheelchair to help them shop. We ask for a 3 to 6 
month commitment for once per week outings on a  
weekday—mornings or afternoons.  
 

Many other volunteer opportunities are available.   
Please contact our Volunteer Coordinator Linda Lyke (608) 
373-6327 or llyke@cedarcrest.com. 

http://www.nationalcatholicsingles.com/
mailto:irishcatholic56@gmail.com
mailto:randyg@olabeloit.com


What’s Happening 

Pregnancy Helpline Dinner Event 
 

Since 1983, the Pregnancy Helpline of Janesville has 

worked to support women, children and their families in 

difficult situations.  The kick off for our 35th anniversary 

year is The Spring Event, our annual banquet, on Friday, 

May 11 at the Janesville Country Club.  Join us in         

celebrating the life-affirming work of the Pregnancy 

Helpline.  The evening includes a social hour from 5:30 – 

6:30 PM, a buffet dinner at 6:30 PM, choice raffles,   

Christian music and our popular Virtual Dessert         

Auction.   Tickets are $50 each.  Sponsorships are      

available for $400 for a table of six and $500 for a table 

of eight.  To purchase tickets or to get more information, 

please contact the Helpline office at 755-0285.            

Reservations are due by Wednesday, May 2.   

Fellowship Weekend   
April 28th/29th 

Gather in the Church Hall after Mass on 
Saturday and Sunday for refreshments.   

All are welcome!   

Camp GLOW 
June 9, 2018 10 AM-3 PM 

Edgerton Community Elementary School 
100 Elm High Drive in Edgerton, WI 

 

Children 6-14 and their parents/guardians are welcome to 
attend.  We ask that all campers register at least two weeks 
prior to camp. 

Camp GLOW is for grieving children ages 6-14 and the 

grown-ups who love them. Since children often experience 

grief differently than adults, Camp GLOW is designed to 

specifically address their grief. Staffed by SSM Health at 

Home’s Spiritual & Grief Counselors and specially trained 

volunteers, the camp gives kids the opportunity to share 

their grief in a safe space.  Because loss affects families, 

Camp GLOW offers a concurrent session for adults who 

are not only trying to help their children deal with grief, but 

are also grieving themselves.  Camp is offered at no cost 

thanks to support from the HHU-VNS Foundation. 
 

To learn more or to register for Camp GLOW, 
Call 877-356-4514, Email info@hhuvns.org, or 

Visit ssmhealthathomeWI.com 

OLA Parish & School Staff Positions 
Our Lady of the Assumption Parish and School 
in Beloit are looking to fill the following staff 
positions: 
 · Youth Minister for the parish 

· Part-time music teacher  
· Part-time Spanish teacher for the 

school 
· Secretary for the school office. 

 More information on these staff positions can 
be found on the OLA Parish website: 
www.olabeloit.com or call the parish office at 
608-362-9066. 

“Love Begins Here” Teen Summer Service Program 
Could you use help around the house or yard? 
Have a project that you cannot seem to get to? 

Coming to Janesville, we want to help you! 
July 1st—4th and July 8th—13th 

Contact us with your project in mind or questions: 
Kathy Hookham 752-7861 Extension 29  

or re@nativitymary.org. 

Please help keep the pews tidy for future guests! 

  
 

We’ve begun collecting baskets and containers  
for the Fall Festival!  If you’d like to donate, please 
place them in the large wooden box in the church 
vestibule.  Thank you. 

http://www.olabeloit.com


Mass Intentions             = Living 
Sunday, April 29 
  8:30 AM  Fred & Louise Hookham 
     10:30 AM  Loretta Check 
Monday, April 30 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, May 1 
  12:10 PM     
Wednesday, May 2 
   8:15 AM  John & Marie Wanninger 
Thursday, May 3 
   8:15 AM  Phil Reuter—14 Years       
Friday, May 4 
   8:15 AM  Howard Liston 
Saturday, May 5 
   4:30 PM  Charlie Smith 
Sunday, May 6 
      8:30 AM  Clifford E. Easton 
  10:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 

 

 
 

ALL ACTIVITIES ARE OPEN TO MEMBERS  

OF ANY PARISH IN THE CLUSTER 
 

April 30  11:00 AM 
Centering Prayer, Nativity of Mary, Nativity House 
May 1  10:30 AM 
Faith Sharing, Nativity of Mary, Nativity House 
May 1  9 AM-5 PM 
Adoration, St. William 
May 1  6-7 PM 
Adoration, St. John Vianney 
May 1  6:30 PM 
“Mary, Mother of God” Series, St. John Vianney, Marian Hall 
May 2  9:00 AM 
Women’s Scripture Study, St. John Vianney, Marian Hall 
May 2  6-7:30 PM 
Adult Education Series, St. Patrick School 
May 3  9 AM—3 PM 
Adoration, St. Patrick 
May 3  6-7:30 PM 
“Catholicism” Series, St. John Vianney, Gathering Space -All are welcome. 
May 4  8:45-9:45 AM 
Adoration, Nativity of Mary 
May 4  9 AM-2:30 PM 
Adoration, St. John Vianney, Benediction at 2:40 PM 
May 7  11:30 AM-2 PM 
Catholic Charities/Second Harvest Mobile Food Pantry, St. John Vianney, 
11:30-12:30 Registration, 12:30-2 PM Food Distribution - 
All in need are welcome. 
May 7   
6:30 PM 
Catholic Schools’ Band  
Concert, St. John Vianney, 
Gymnasium 
May 9   
11:30 AM-2 PM 
Adult Spirit Club, St. John 
Vianney, Marian Hall 

Cluster Corner 

Parish Event Calendar 

 

Monday, April 30 
  11:00 AM  Centering Prayer, Nativity House 
Tuesday, May 1 
  10:30 AM  Faith Sharing Group, Nativity House 
  5:00-6:00 PM  Reconciliation, Church 
Wednesday, May 2 
  5:45-8:30 PM  Religious Education Mass & Social 
  7:00 PM  Choir Practice 
Friday, May 4 
  8:45-9:45 AM  Holy Hour (Adoration), Church 
Saturday, May 5 
  9:30-10:30 AM  Reconciliation 
Sunday, April 29  
  9:30 AM  Knights of Columbus Rosary, Church 
  2:00 PM  Catholic Women’s Club - Scholarship Awards   
    Presentation, Church Hall  

  Monday 
4/30 

Tuesday  
 

Wednesday Thursday Friday 
 

Saturday 
 

Sunday 
5/6 

Nativity of Mary   12:10 pm 8:15 am 8:15 am 8:15 am 4:30 pm 8:30 & 10:30 am 
 

St. John Vianney  8:15 am 5:15 pm 8:15 am 8:15 am 8:15 am 8:15 am 
5:00 pm  

 

8:15 & 9:45 am 
 

St. Patrick   5:15 pm 8:05 am 
 

8:05 am 8:05 am  4:00 pm 
 
 

7:30 & 10:00 am 
1:00 pm en Español 

St. William  8:30 am 8:30 am 
 

7:30 am 
 

7:30 am 4:00 pm 
 

8:00 & 10:30 am 
 

St. Mary’s Hospital  
  

  2:00 PM      

St. Elizabeth  
Nursing Home 

  3:30 pm 7:00 am 7:00 am 7:00 am  9:15 am 

St. Elizabeth Manor 
Footville 

  9:15 am 9:15 am 9:15 am 9:15 am  11:00 am 


