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Dir. of Liturgy  ........................... Bob Craig 
Email: liturgy@nativitymary.org 
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Principal .......................... Matthew Parish 
Secretary ………………...Sue Vodak &                       
                                        Sue Dickman 
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Phone ............................... (608) 752-7861 
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Prayer Network 
Mary Ann Venable…..(608) 754-5284 
 

Nativity of Mary ................ Sat. 4:30 pm  
Sun. 8:30 & 10:30 am 

St. Patrick ............................. Sat. 4:00 pm 

St. John Vianney ................ Sat. 5:00 pm 
Sun. 8:15 & 9:45 am 

St. William ............................ Sat. 4:00 pm  
Sun. 8:00 & 10:30 am 

St. Mary - Milton ............... Sat. 4:00 pm 
                                                Sun. 9:00 am 

We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 

of 



News & Notes 

2 

St. Mary  
School 

From the desk of Father Rob ……. 

Money Counts for 2018-2019 

             Received     Budgeted     Variance 

Week 11    

09-09-2018 9,706.91 9,199.26 507.65 

YTD $112,108.04 127,587.15 -15,479.11 

Money Matters 

News & Notes 

SCRIP REMINDER 
 

 

SCRIP cards are available for purchase in the school 
office and after Mass twice per month ….. next up, the 
weekend of September 15th/16th.    
 

Thank you for supporting your parish and school! 

Saints Corner:  In the long history of the Catholic 
Church, there have been a number of people who were 
great sinners.  But there have been many more, known and 
unknown to us, who were great saints who hearts burned 
with the love of God.  They saw God moving  personally 
in their lives and God living in the others they served.  We 
have read or heard of bad leaders of the Church in the  
media in recent days.  But there have been many good  
servant leaders who put God first.  One such person, whose 
feast day is this coming Monday, is St. Robert Bellarmine.  
He was born in Italy in 1542.  Robert joined the newly 
formed Jesuits and was ordained to the priesthood.  He was 
sent to the Louvain in Belgium to teach.  St. Robert was a 
gifted preacher and a very intelligent man.  He wrote many 
letters and treatises in defense of the Catholic faith and to 
answer heresies against the Church.  He was a spiritual 
father to another great saint, Aloysius Gonzaga.  St.  
Robert’s prudence opposed severe action against Galileo.  
However, Robert was really a Franciscan at heart.   
Although he was an influential cardinal in the Church, he 
lived very simply.  On one occasion he gave a very costly 
tapestry on his wall to clothe a poor man.  Asked about this, 
he said, “the walls won’t catch cold.”  When Robert died, he 
had no money to pay for the funeral expenses.  Because he 
had given it all away, the Church had to cover the bill.  Even 
though St. Robert was a high ranking and very intelligent 
clergyman, he lived very simply and humbly followed 
Christ.  
 

Days of Fasting:  This coming September 19, 21, and 22, 
are Ember Days.  We do not really recognize these much 
anymore, but they were part of the Church calendar many 
years ago.  Its origins are in the Old Testament that  
followed the cycle of nature.  They were meant to thank 
God for His gifts in creation and also were an opportunity 
to beseech the Lord for the discipline to use those gifts in 
moderation.  Our bishop has asked, from his letter to the 
people of the Diocese, to join him and the clergy to observe 
those days as days of fasting and abstinence…in 
“reparation for the sins and outrages committed by  
members of the clergy and episcopacy.”  Jesus did say that 
some sins can only be driven out by prayer and fasting.  His 
ask is just an invitation.  Please consider joining in this time 
of fasting for reparation for our Church and for healing for 
the victims. 
 

Chula Vista This Week:  Finally, I will be in Wisconsin 
Dells for the first half of this week with all the priests of the 
Diocese and our Bishop.  This is a time of continued  
education, prayer, and fellowship.  Please pray for us, that 
this may be a time of physical and spiritual refreshment. 
 

Have a blessed week! 

After the 3 day Labor Day weekend, the students and staff 
have transitioned nicely into the school year.  The rhythms 
of the day are starting to feel familiar and students are 
busy analyzing and critical thinking.  The cross country 
team raced through a rather soggy field and student  
council elections are heating up.  We are excited about our 
upcoming Parent Night on 9/20 to overview expectations 
and helpful strategies for them to successful support their 
student and school this year.  Finally, come visit our booth 
at the Fall Festival – all kids get a free sticker tattoo! 
 

School Security 
Along with many other schools in the diocese and school 
district, St. Mary’s applied for more than $15,000 in state 
grant money earmarked for school security.  The grant will 
allow for shatter-resistant film to be placed on the main 
doors of the school, in addition to 8 security cameras with 
DVR recording and text notification to better ensure the 
security of our students and property.  Most essential, the 
grant has allowed us to extend our PA system into the  
Nativity House to communicate more effectively with the 
3k and aftercare students.  We will also go through some 
professional development on teaching kids from traumatic 
backgrounds and making sure we are putting our students 
social and emotional needs first.  This is all very exciting 
and costs us as a Parish absolutely nothing. 
 

Dates to Remember: 
9/18: Cross Country Meet (Oaklawn) 
9/19:  School Mass – All are Welcome! (8:15am) 
9/20:  Parent Night (6:30) 
9/22:  Cross Country (Midwest Invite) 
10/14:  Steeple Chase 
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Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

He summoned the crowd with his disciples and said to them, 
"Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up 
his cross, and follow me. For whoever wishes to save his life 
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and that of 
the gospel will save it." - Mk 8:34-35  
 

************************************************************** 
We know the signs of defeat: slumped shoulders, downcast 
eyes, a chastened demeanor. For those of us sincerely trying 
to follow Jesus, defeat is inevitable. We commit to spending 
more time with our kids, but that one project still looms. We 
resolve to be a good person, but our selfishness strikes again. 
It can be easy to get discouraged over our moral failures.   
Today's Gospel is a small, intriguing look at this process in the 
life of St. Peter.  
First, Jesus' questions get the Apostles thinking about his true 
identity. This results in a confession of faith from Peter: "You 
are the Christ." Eager faith characterizes Peter's relationship 
with Jesus. First to follow, first to leap out of the boat, and, we 
know, first to deny. It's the latter tendency that manifests  
itself later in the Gospel. When Jesus predicts the Passion, 
"Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him." Jesus' rebuke 
in turn is stinging. While Peter's caution to Jesus is in private, 
Jesus intentionally turns back to the others as he declares, 
"Get behind me, Satan. You are thinking not as God does, but 
as human beings do."  
Like Peter, we rarely get it right all the time. Peter understood 
that Jesus was the Messiah, but he had a false concept of what 
that Messiah would accomplish. Jesus wants to make sure the 
rest of the disciples don't follow down the wrong road. The 
Christian life is a difficult one, as Jesus later tells the crowds. 
"'Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself.'" Yet 
the mercy of God is abundant. If we renew our trust and our 
efforts after a fall, every defeat is transformed into redemp-
tive grace. "Whoever loses his life for my sake ? will save it."  

Scripture Focus on Faith 

Readings for Sunday, September 16, 2018 
Twenty-Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Is 50:5-9a / Jas 2:14-18 / Mk 8:27-35 

 
Readings for Next Sunday, September 23, 2018 
Twenty-Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Wis 2:12, 17-20 / Jas 3:16-4:3 / Mk 9:30-37 

Please Pray For Our Parishioners: 
 

Barbara Allen, Bill, Bill Bever, Valerie Boggs, 

Karen Bullis, Noah Cotter, Jeanette Durant,  

Linda Fredell, LeeAnn Gilligan, Gerri, Jackie H., 

Alice Jensen, Caroline McNally, Cory Musil, Max 

Rammer,  Phyllis Rice, Madelynn Schieve,  

Colleen Schroeder, Ray Stuttgen, Edna Thorp 

Kelly Dooley Trewartha, Peter Weirich,  

Lola Williams, Avalon Widner, Lucille Willegal 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Meetings held 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm.       
Contact Ed Gilligan 449-6468 for more information. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact the Rectory at  
752-7861. 

 

 

Traveling Chalice  

 
    

This week the Traveling Chalice will be hosted by a 

homebound parishioner. 

Any questions regarding our Traveling Chalice program may 

be directed to: Colleen at  868-6386 OR 

irishcatholic56@gmail.com.  

Would You Like A Pastoral Visit? 
 

 REMINDER:  If you, a family member or someone you 

know is confined or hospitalized and would benefit from a 

pastoral visit, please contact your parish office and let them 

know.  Staff does not always know of hospital admissions for 

a variety of reasons and often has no way of knowing of other 

situations in which a parish contact would be beneficial. 

mailto:irishcatholic56@gmail.com
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What’s Happening 

It’s NEXT SUNDAY! 
 

St. Mary’s  
Fall Festival 

 

Sunday, September 23rd  
9:30 AM-1:30 PM 

 

Join in the  
fun and fellowship! 

 

St. Mary’s annual fall festival is 
Sunday, September 23rd from 
9:30 am-1:30 pm.  
 

Be there to experience the great 
“Taste of St. Mary’s”, our very 
own farmer’s market, crafts, 
bakery, kids’ activities, musical 
entertainment, raffle and much, 
much more!  
 

New this year—We’ll be taking 
orders for poinsettias, to be picked up in early December.  
Four colors available:  Red, White, Pink or Jingle Bells.   
 

Also new—we will be accepting Credit/Debit cards at the 
festival for your purchases.  *Credit/Debit cards may not 
be used to pay for raffle tickets. 
 

Take a moment to wander through the vestibule at the 
front of the church.  Here you’ll see handmade items on 
display that will be for sale or auction on festival day.   
 

Raffle tickets are available to take and sell to family and 
friends or to purchase for your own chance to win prizes.    
 

Volunteers are still needed!  Please sign-up to give of 
your time or to donate produce, baked goods, crafts, etc. 
….. or call Joe for more information at  754-2144. 
 

See you there! 

The Office of Worship is hosting a series of workshops 

called—This Sacred Council: An In-Depth Study 
of the Second Vatican Council’s Constitution on 
the Sacred Liturgy.  
All sessions are led by renowned liturgical scholar Abbot 
Marcel Rooney, OSB. His informative and enjoyable 
presentations make these sessions appropriate for  
anyone who participates in the Church’s liturgies. The 
workshop is especially geared toward parishioners who 
simply want to know how to celebrate the liturgy more 
fully so that their lives may bear abundant fruit! 
 

The sessions will be held on Saturdays, September 29,  
November 17, January 19, February 16 and March 16, all 
from 9:30-11:30 a.m. at Holy Name Heights (702 S. High 
Point Road in Madison). You may come to one or to all 
five! The sessions are free (a voluntary offering will be 
accepted at each session).  
To learn more or to register, go to 
www.madisondiocese.org/Rooney or call (608) 821-3080.  

Workshop for 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 

The Norms for the Use of Extraordinary Ministers in the Diocese of 
Madison, has emphasized the need for ongoing education and  
formation of Extraordinary Ministers. The Diocesan Office of  
Worship is holding workshops so that all Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion may take advantage of this time of formation.  
Attending, or having attended, this workshop is a diocesan  
requirement of all Ministers of Holy Communion.  If you have  
previously attended this workshop; there is no requirement to attend 
again. There is no fee. 

Upcoming Local Workshop 

Saturday, October 6, 2018 
Nativity of Mary Parish in Janesville 

313 East Wall Street 
9-10:30 a.m. 

You may register on the Diocesan Website www.madisondiocese.org 
or by calling Bob at the Nativity of Mary rectory (608-752-7861), to 
ensure enough materials for participants.   

Little Flowers Girls’ Club ….. 
A new faith filled program for girls ages 5 years and up, based 
on learning Catholic  virtues through the lives of the saints by 
reading, activities and prayer.  We will meet once per month.  
If interested, contact Katie Bier at (608) 774-5917.  Dates and 
times to be determined once enough girls have signed up.   
Input on best days and times is greatly appreciated! 

http://www.madisondiocese.org/Rooney
http://www.madisondiocese.org
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Knights of Columbus Pancake Breakfast 
& Food Drive 

 

It's time for breakfast!!!!!   The Knights Of Columbus from 
Saint Mary's and Saint Pat's will host our first breakfast 
of the season Sunday, September 16th.  We will be  
serving Pancakes, Sausage, Eggs, Hash Browned  
Potatoes and Toast immediately after the 8:30A Mass in 
the basement of Saint Mary's. This is an All You Can Eat 
breakfast for a minimal $5. Plan to come hungry and join 
your fellow parishioners.   
 
At the breakfast, we will be 
collecting food items for 
ECHO. If we can collect 
1,000 pounds of food, the  
National KC will donate $100 
to the food drive. Suggested 
items include Peanut Butter, 
Macaroni and Cheese,  
Cereal, Soup  or...…. CASH.   

What’s Happening 

 

The Janesville Catholic   

Women’s Club will hold its Fall Social / New Member      

Gathering on Monday, September 17,  at  6 p.m. in St. Mary’s 

church hall. All women in the four  Janesville parishes are   

encouraged to attend and find out more about our organization. 

We offer our members the opportunity to gather for fellowship 

and spiritual encouragement at various events over the year. 

Our speaker for the evening is a member of the Rock County 

Humane Society. Light refreshments will be served.  If you 

have any questions, please call Jan Bier at 742-4387. 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Fall Social-New Member 

Gathering 

 
 
 

 
Peace Week 

September 16-22 

 

View and Discuss: “The Sultan & The Saint” 
Tuesday, September 18th at 4:30 PM 
SSM St. Mary’s Hospital 3400 E Racine Street 
St. Francis of Assisi and Sultan Malik al-Kamil of Egypt in 
the 13th century amid the Fifth Crusade.  Documentary-
style interviews blended with dramatic reenactments 
reveal the importance of interfaith dialogue and the  
pursuit of peace in the midst of great conflict. 
 

Fourth Ward Peace Walk 
Wednesday, September 19th at 5:00 PM 
Fourth Ward Park 410 Racine Street 
 

Peace Medication and Tree Planting 
Friday, September 21st at 12:00 PM 
Rotary Botanical Gardens 1455 Palmer Drive 
 

Peace Hike—Led by the Rock Trail Coalition 
Friday, September 21st at 5:00 PM  
Peace Park 2801 Rockport Road 
 

International Day of Peace 
Saturday, September 22nd from 2:00-4:00 PM 
Hedberg Public Library 316 S Main Street 
Celebrate the 37th Anniversary with speakers, activities 
and local informational booths featuring how we can 
experience peace in our daily lives. 

MJM7 IN CONCERT - St. Mary’s in Milton 
Sunday, September 23rd 3:00 PM  
Michael James Mette is a Catholic performing artist who 
travels the country with his wife of 18 years and their seven 
young children.  His music is a modern reflection of his faith, 
blending alternative rock with faith based lyrics.  The con-
cert is 90 minutes in length and will include performances 
from his whole family, lights, video, music and testimonies.  
A free-will offering will be collected.   

High School City-Wide Youth Group 
Saturday, Sept 29 Kickoff 

6:30-9:00 at the Nativity House  
All students in grades 9-12 from all of the parishes 
are invited to come for a free pizza dinner, meet 
other Catholic high school students, learn about 
the faith, and play games!! 
Email or call Matt McDonald with questions: 
0229mcdonam@gmail.com 608-449-6406 
Adults are welcome to come and help as well! 

mailto:0229mcdonam@gmail.com


Mass Intentions             = Living 
Sunday, September 16 
  8:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary  
     10:30 AM  Dr. James O’Brien 
Monday, September 10 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, September 11 
  No Mass     
Wednesday, September 12 
   No Mass 
Thursday, September 13 
   8:15 AM  Doris Gates   
Friday, September 14 
   8:15 AM Bob & Dolores Otto      
Saturday, September 15 
   4:30 PM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary   
Sunday, September 16 
      8:30 AM  Pamela Henry—15 Years   
  10:30 AM  Paul & Eva McNally    

 

 
 

ALL ACTIVITIES ARE OPEN TO MEMBERS  

OF ANY PARISH IN THE CLUSTER 

September 17 11:00 AM 
Centering Prayer, Nativity of Mary, Nativity House 
September  17 6:00 PM 
Catholic Women’s Club Gathering, Nativity House,  
Fellowship Hall 
September 18 10:30 AM 
Faith Sharing Group, Nativity of Mary, Nativity House 
September 19 5:30-7:00 AM 
“That Man is You”, St. John Vianney, Marian Hall  
September 19 9:00-10:00 AM 
Women’s Scripture Study, St. John Vianney, Marian Hall 
September 20 9:00 AM-1:00 PM 
Adoration, St. Patrick 
September 21 8:45-9:45 AM 
Adoration, Nativity of Mary 
September 21 9:00 AM-2:30 PM 
Adoration, St. John Vianney, Benediction at 2:40 PM 
September 23 9:30 AM-1:30 PM 
Farmer’s Market—Taste of St. Mary’s Fall Festival, Nativity of 
Mary, Parking Lot 

Cluster Corner 

Parish Event Calendar 

  Monday 
9/17 

Tuesday  
 

Wednesday Thursday Friday 
 

Saturday 
 

Sunday 
9/23 

Nativity of Mary     
 

8:15 am 8:15 am 4:30 pm 8:30 & 10:30 am 
 

St. John Vianney     8:15 am 8:15 am 8:15 am 
5:00 pm  

 

8:15 & 9:45 am 
 

St. Patrick     8:00 am 8:00 am  4:00 pm 
 
 

9:00 am 
12:00 Noon 
 en Español 

St. William   
 

 
 

 
 

 4:00 pm 
 

8:00 & 10:30 am 
 

St. Mary’s Hospital  
  

        

St. Elizabeth  
Nursing Home 

   7:00 am 7:00 am 7:00 am 7:00 am 9:15 am 

St. Elizabeth Manor 
Footville 

    9:15 am 9:15 am  11:00 am 

 

Monday, September 17 
  11:00 AM  Centering Prayer, Nativity House 
  6:00 PM  Catholic Women’s Club Gathering,  
     Fellowship Hall 
  6:30 PM  Dare to Dream Book Club, Rectory Parlor 
Tuesday, September 18 
  10:30 AM  Faith Sharing Group, Nativity House 
Wednesday, September 19 
  5:45-7:00 PM  Elementary Religious Ed, School 
  7:00 PM  Choir Practice 
  7:15-8:30 PM  High School Religious Ed, Nativity House 
Friday, September 21 
  8:45-9:45 AM  Holy Hour (Adoration), Church 
Saturday, September 22 
  9:30-10:30 AM  Reconciliation, Church 
Sunday, September 23  
  9:30 AM-1:30 PM   Fall Festival “Farmer’s Market and                     
       Taste of St. Mary’s”, Parking Lot 

No Mass Tuesday and Wednesday 
No Reconciliation Tuesday 


